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[ V ] 
ADVERTISEMENT. 



TH E Bookfellers having de- 
termined to publifh a Body 
of Englifh Poetry, I was perfuaded 
to promife them a Preface to the 
Works of each Author; an un- 
dertaking, as it was then prefented 
to my mind, not very tedious or dif- 
ficult. 

My purpofe was only to have 
allotted to every Poet an Adver- 
tifement, like thole which we find 
m the French Mifcellanies, con- 
taining a few dates and a general 
charader ; but I have been led be- 
yond my intention, I hope, by the 

Vol. I. * b honeft 
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honeft defire of giving lifeful plea- 
fure. 

In this minute kind of Hiftory, 
the fucceffion of fafts is not eafily 
difcovered; and I am not without 
fufpicion that I have placed fome of 
Dryden's works in wrong years* I 
have followed Langbaine, as the beft 
authority for his plays; and if I 
fhall hereafter obtain a more cor- 
re6t chronology, will publifh it ; but 
I do not yet know that my account 
is erroneous. 

I had been told, that in the Col- 
lege of Phyficians there is fome me- 
morial of Dryden's funeral, but my 
intelligence was not true ; the ftoiy 
therefore wants the credit which 
fuch a teftimony would have given 
4 it. 
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It. There is in Farquhar^s Letters 
an indiftinA mention of it, as irre* 
gular and diforderly, and of the ora- 
tion which was then fpoken. More 
than this I have not difcovered. 

I have been told that Dryden's 
Remarks on Rymer have been prin- 
ted before. The former edition I 
have not feen. This was tranfcribed 
for the prefe from his own manu- 
fcript. 

March ij, 1779. 
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DIRECTIONS TO THE BINDER. 



The Lives op t-ub. Poets, herewith -delivered, are to be 
fewed in Four fcparatc Volumes ; viz. 

YoL. I. Advbrtiskment ; Cowley, Waller» 
II. Milton, Butler-. 

III. Dry DEN. 

IV. Denham, Sprat, Roscommon, RoctrtfTSR^ 

Yalden, Otway,Duke, Dorset, Hali- 
FAr, Stepney, Walsh, Garth, King,. 
J.Philips, Smith, Pomfret, Hughes. 
•^^* A Head is engraved of every Poet marked- with ait 
Afteriik; Twenty-eight in all. 



The Poems are contained in Fx-tty-siic Volumj^. 
Vol. I, 2, * COWLEY; 
3, 4, 5, * MILTON. • 
6, 7, * BUTLER. 
»,* WALLER. 
9, * DENHAM, SPRAT. 

10, ROSCOMMON, ROCHESTER, YALDENw 

11, * OTWAY, DUKE, DORSET. 

12, HALIFAX, STEPNEY, WALSH. 
F3-i6,*DRYDEN. 

17—19, DRYDEN'S VIRGIL, 
ao, ♦ GARTH, KING, 
ai, • J. PHILIPS, SMITH, POMFRET. 
22, * HUGHES. 

♦ « 43, AD- 
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S3> • ADDISON. 

25, * BUCKINGHAM, LANSDCA^TKB.. 

a«, ♦ Re¥fB, TICK BLL. ' 
a7, 18, ROWE'S LUCAN. 

29, ♦ CONGREVE, PENTON* 
30, 31, » PRIOR. 

35—38, POPE'S HOMER* 
39, 40, • SWIFT. 
4^, 4^, * GAY. 

43, » BROOME, PITT. 

44, ♦ |»ARNELL> A. ?Hi;-IPSw 

45, SAVAGE. 

46, * WATTSi. 

47, SOMERVJIjIE; 

48, * THOMSON. 

49, THOMSON, HAMMOND, COLLINS. 
5»— 5*, • YOUNG. 

53, * DYER, MALLET. 

54, ♦ SHENSTONE. 
. 55, ♦ AKENSIDE. 

36, ♦ LYTTELTON, WE$T, GRAY, 
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CowLET, p. 1 58. Iq/i KfUj read firong brafr 
Waller, p, 85. 1. i* for lofl re^/ left * 
D&YDSN9 p. 7.3. 1. ii*for beam read \tZft: 
p. 2 1 3.. IqftUni^ add betiay'd:. 
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COWLEY. 

^npHE life of Cowley, notwith* 
-*• ftanding the penury of Englifli 
biography, has been written by Dr. 
Sprat, an author whofe pregnancy of 
imagination and elegance of language 
have deferVedly fet him high in th« 
ranks of literature; but his zeal of 
friendfliip, or ambition of eloquence, 
has produced a funeral oration rather 
than a hiftory : he has given the cha- 
rafter, not the life of Cowley ; for he 
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2 COWLEY. 

writes with fo little detail, that fcarce- 
ly any thing is diftindlly known, but 
all is fliown confufed and enlarged 
through the mill of pancgyrick. 

ABRAHAM COWLEY was born 
in the year one thoufand fix hundred 
and eighteen. His father was a grocer, 
whofe condition Dr. Sprat conceals un- 
der the general appellation of a citi- 
zen; and, what would probably not 
have been lefs carefully fuppreffed, the 
omiffion of his name in the regifter of 
St. Dunftan's parilh, gives reafon to 
fufpeft that his father was a feftary. 
Whoever he was, he died before the 
birth of his fon, and cpnfequently left 
him to the care of his mother ; whom 
Wood reprefents as flruggling earnefl- 
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COWL E t. J. 

ly to procum him a literary educa- 
tion, and who, as flie lived to the age * 
of eighty, had her folicitude rewarded 
by feeing her fon eminent, and, I hope, 
by feeing him fortunate, and partaking 
his profperity. We know at leaft, 
from Sprat's account^ that he always 
acknowledged her care, and juftly paid 
the dues of filial gratitude. 

In the window of his mother's apart- 
ment lay Spenfer's Fairy Queeii ; in 
which he very early took delight to 
read, till, by feeling the charms of 
verfe, he became, as he relates, irreco- 
verably a Poet. Such are the acci- 
dents, which, fometimes remembered, 
and perhaps fometimes forgotten, pro- 
duce that particular defignation of 
B 2 Dg,izedbvGoof?]nd. 



4 C Q W L E ¥• 

mincj# a«id propenlky fo^^fooie certain 
(cience or e&iploymeat, which is com* 
monly called Genius. Tljie true Gc^ 
pins is a mind of large general powers, 
accidentally determined to feme partis 
pular dire(9:l9n. The great painter of 
the prefeat age had the firft fondnefs 
for his art excited by the perufal c^ 
Richardfon*« tre^ife. 
. By his mother's folii:itatioh he was 
admitted i^toWeftminfter-fchool, where 
he was fpcm dillingiiilhed. He was 
wont, fays Sprat, to relate, '^ That he 
*^ had this defeft in his memory at 
5f that time, that his teachers never 
^^ could brifig it to retain the ordinary 
«^ rules of prnnxBj^tJ" 
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This i» an ihftftfice of tihe natural deiir^ 
of matt to propagate a^ wbader* It id 
ferely very difficult to t^ll any thing ai 
it was heard, wbeh Spr^ ccmldi not «* 
frain froiil amptifyiiig £t conimodiou^ 
incident, though the book V4> which hi# 
prefixed hi« narrative contained its 
confutatKM*^ A memory admitting 
fome things, and rejeding others, an 
intelledual digeftion that eoocoded the 
ptilp of learning, but refufed the huiks, 
had the appearance o( an Jnftinftire 
elegance, dF a particular provlfion made 
by Nature for literary politenefs. But 
in the author's own honeft relation, th^ 
marvel vanishes : he was, he fays, flich 
" an enemy to all conftraint, that hts 
'^ mafter never could prevai! on him 

** 3 Dgtized by Google ^^ 



6 C O W L E Y* 

^^ to learn the rules withoirt bodk/' He 
doeii not tell that he could not learn 
the rules, but that being able to per- 
form his exereifes without thefn, and 
teing an ^^ enemy to conftraint,** he 
fpared himfejf the labour. 

Among the Englilh poets, Cowley^ 
Milton, and Pope, might be faid *' to 
^^ lifp in numbers ;'* and have given 
fuch early proofs, not only of powers of 
language, but of cpmprehenfion of 
things, as to more tardy minds feems 
fcarcely credible. But of the learned 
puerilities of Cowley there is no doubt, 
fince a volume of his poems was not 
only written but printed in his thir'» 
teenth year; containing, with other 
poetical compofitions, ^^ The tragical 



^« Hiftory 
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COWLEY. 7 

« Hiftory of Pyramus and Thilbe/' 
written when he was ten years old ; and 
^' Conftantia and Philetus,'* written two* 
jrears after. 

While he was yet at fchool he pro- 
duced a comedy called "Love's Riddle/'' 
though it was not publiflied till he had 
been fome time at Cambridge. This 
comedy is of the paftoral kind, which 
requires no acquaintance with the 
living world, and therefore the time at 
which it was compofed adds little to the 
wonders of Cowley's minority. 

In i636,hewas removed toCambridge, 
where he continued his ftudies with 
great intenfenefs ; for he is faid to have 
written, while he was yet a young flu- 
dent, the greater part of his DavideisT; 
B 4 D. zed bvGod| work 



8 C O W Iv B Y, 

a work of which the materiftU could 
not have been coUeded^ without the 
ftudy of many years, but by a mind of 
the greateft vigour and adtivity. 

Two years after his fettlement at 
Cambridge he publifhed ** Love's Rid-- 
*^ die," with a poetical dedication t6 
Sir Kenclm Digby ; of wbofe acquain- 
tance all his contemporaries feexia to 
have been ambitious; asd ^^ Nau- 
'^ fragium Joculare ;*' a comedy writ- 
ten in Latin, but without due at- 
tention to the ancient models; for it is 
not loofe verfe, but mere profe. It was 
printed, with a dedication in verfc to 
Dr. Comber, mafter of the college; 
but having neither the facility of a po- 
pular nor the accuracy of a learned 

Dig tized by GoOglC * 



C O W t fl V. $ 

work, it feemfi to be tioW unWerfally 
negle<Sbed« 

At the beginning of the civil War, 
as the Prince paffed through Ctm* 
bridge in bis way to York, he was en- 
tertained with ih6 i*epf ^fentation of the 
" Guai?dian/- a coiiiedy^ which Cowley 
feys was neither Written nor aded, but 
roughdrawii by him, aiki repeated bj? 
the fcholars. Thskt this comedy wa^ 
printed during bis abfence from hi$ 
country, he appears to have confidcrecf 
as injurious to his reputation ; though, 
during the fuppreflion of the theatres, 
it was ibmetimes privately adted with 
fufficient approbation. 

In 1643, being now mailer, of arts, 
he was, by the prevalence of the par- 

. liament. 
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xo COWLEY. 

liament, ejefted from Cambridge, and 
flieltered himfelf at St. John^s College 
in Oxford ; where, as is faid by Wood, 
he publiihed a fatire called *^ The Pu- 
*^ ritan and Papift," which was never 
inferted in any collection of his works ; 
and fo diftinguiflied himfelf by the 
warmth of his loyalty, and the ele- 
gance of his converfation, that he gained 
the kindnefs and confidence of thofe 
who attended the king, and amongft . 
others of lord Falkland, whofe notice 
call a luftre on all to whom it was ex- 
tended. 

About the time when Oxford was 
furrendered to the parliament, he fol- 
lowed the Queen to Paris, where he be- 
came fecretary to the lord Jermin,. af-* 

terwards 
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C O W L E Y^ II 

terwards earl of St. Albansy ,and was 
employed in fuch correfpondencc as the 
royal caufe required, and particularly 
in ciphering and deciphering the let- 
ters that paffed between the king and 
queen; an employment of the higheft 
confidence and honour. So wide was 
bis province of intelligence, that, for 
fcveral years, it filled all his days and 
two or three nights in the week.. 

In the year 1647, his " Miftrefs" 
was publiflied ; for he imagined, as he 
declared in his preface to a fubfequent 
edition, that '* poets are fcarce thought 
** freemen of their company without 
^* paying fome duties, or obliging them- 
** felves to be true to Love." 

This 
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12 C O W L a Y. 

Thi« oWig«H>a to amorous ditctei 
owes, I beHwe*, it^ M"igm^l to the hme 
bf PctfsrrcH, who, ki aft age nuid and 
lincuhilrated, by hi* ttmeful houwlge to 
his Ldufa, teftned tht manners rf thd 
lettered world, ami fiflfed Europfe with 
love and poetry. Bof th^ bafis of* a!) 
excellence rt truth : he that pmfeffc^ 
love ought to feel ki» po^reor. Petrarch 
was a real lover, and Lauya doubtte6 
delerved his tendernefs. Of Co^;^ley, 
we are' told by Barnes, who ha<J means 
enough of Information, that, whatever* 
he may talk of hts own infhtmmabiKty, 
and the variety of charafters by which 
his heart was divided, he in reality 
was in love but once, and then ne- 
ver had refolution to tell his pafEon. 

^ ' Dgtized by Google * "^» 



COWLEY, ?| 

This cojjfideration cannot but ablate, 
in ibme m^afure-, the reader'-s efteem for 
the work 9nd the author. To love ex- 
cellence, is natyral; it is natural like-: 
wife for the lover to folicit reciprocal 
regard by an elaborate difplay of hif 
own qualifications. The defire of 
pleafing has in dilTerent nien produced 
anions of heroifm, and effyfions of wit; 
but it feems as reafonable to appear the 
champion as the poet of an ^^ airy 
** nothing/' and to quarrel as Co write 
for what Cowley might have learned 
from his mailer Pindar to call the 
^' dream of a Ihadow/' 

It is furely not difEcult, in the foli- 
tude of a college, or in the buftle of 
the world, to find ufeful iludles and fe- 

rio" 
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14 COWLEY. 

rious employment. No man needs to 
be fo burthened with life as to fquan- 
der it in voluntary dreams of fidtitious 
occurrences. The man that fits down 
to fuppofe himfelf charged with trea- 
fon or peculation, and heats his mind 
to an elaborate purgation of his cha- 
rafter from crimes which he was never 
within the poffibility of committing, 
differs only by the infrequency of his 
folly from him who praifes beauty 
which he never faw, complains of jea- 
loufy which he never felt ; fuppofes 
himfelf fometimes invited, and fome- 
times forfaken ; fatigues his fancy, 
'and ranfacks his memory, for images 
which may exhibit the gaiety of hope, 
or the gloominefs of defpair, and 
dreifes l^is imaginary Chloris or Phyllis 
— fome- 



COWLEY. 15 

fometimes in flowers fading as her 
beauty, and fometimes in gems lading 
as her virtues. 

At Paris, as fecretary to lord Jermin, 
he was engaged in tranfafting things 
of real importance with real men and 
real women, and at that time did not 
much employ his thoughts upon phan- 
toms of gallantry. Some of his letters 
to Mr. Bennet, afterwards earl of Arling- 
ton, from April to December in 1650, 
are preferved in " Mifcellanea Aulica,'' 
a coUeftion of papers publifhed by 
Brown. Thefe letters being written like 
thofe of other men whofe mind is more 
on things than words, contribute no 
otherwife to his reputation than as they 
fliew him to have been above the alFec- 

P tation 
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l^^jdon of un&afoiiabie elegance, and to 
b.ave 'liw^wn that the bufinefs of a 
ftatefman can be little forwarded by 
flowers of rhetoriek. 

One p^flage, however, feems not un- 
iwi'Pfthy of fomc notice. Speaking of 
tb/e Scotch treaty then in agitation : 
. ^* The Scotch tceaty/' fays he, ^^ is 
f^ th^e only thing now in which we arc 
^^ vitally concerned ; I am one of the 
^^ Uft hopers, and yet cannot now abftain 
** frotQ believing, that an agreement 
^^ will be made : all people upon the 
^^ place incline to that of union. The 
^^ Scotch will moderate fomething of 
'^ t^e rigour of th«ir demands, the 
^* rautsual ncceffity of an accord is vifible, 
" tHe King is perfuaded of it. And to 

^^ tell 
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^ tell you the truth (which I take to 
" he an argument above all the reft) 
" Virgil has told the fame thing to that 
" pur.pofe,"^ 

This expreffion from a fecretary of 
the prefent time^ would be confidered 
as merely ludicrous, or at moft as an 
oilentatious difplay of fcholarftiip ; but 
the manners of that time were fo tinged 
with fuperftition, that I cannot but fuf- 
peft Cowley of having confulted on this 
great occafion»the Virgilian lots, and 
to have given fome credit to the anfwer 
of his oracle^ 

Some years afterwards, ^^ bufinefs,** 

fays Sprat, " paffed of courfe into other 

" hands ;'* and Cowley being no longer 

ufeful at Paris, was ill 1656 fent back 

C into 
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into f^gkrid> thjit ^* under pretence of 
^* pfivacy 'tod retirement^ he might 
^ tikfe O0cafion oif giving notice of the 
*^ pofture of things in thiwiation." 

S^dft aftet his return to London> - he 
was ttiztA by fome meffengers of the 
ia'fiii*J>irig''poWefs, who were fentout m 
queft oif ^kithet nfian ; and being exa* 
mined) was put into confinement, fr(Hn 
which he was not difmiffed without the 
fecurltf of k thoufand pounds given by 
tk. Scarborow. 

' This year he pubUlhed his poems, 
with a preface, in which he feems to 
have inferted fomething, fuppreffed in 
fubfequfent editions, which was inter- 
preted td denote foffie relaxation of 
his loyalty. In this preface he declares, 
' ' .^ that 
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COWLEY. 19 

that ** bis defife had teen for fome days 
^* paft/ and did ftill very vehemently 
" continue, to retire himfelf to fome of 
^ the American plantations, and to for-* 
" fake this world for ever.** 

From the obloquy which the appear* 
aftce of fubmiiEon to the ufurpcrs 
brought upon him, his biographer has 
been very diligent to clear him, and 
indeed it does not feem to have leffened 
his reputation. His wilh for retirement 
we can eafily believe to be undif- 
fefnbled ; a man harraffed in one king- 
dom, and perfecuted in another, who, 
after a courfc. of bufinefs that employed 
ril his days iind half his nights in cy- 
phering and decjrpheriiig, coriies to liis 
own country and fteps into a prifon, will 
C 2 ^ , be 
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be willing enough to retire to fome 
place of quiet;, and of fafety. Yet 
let neither our reverence for a genius, 
nor our pity for a fufferer, difpofe us to 
forget that, if his aftivity Was virtue, 
his retreat was cowardice. 

He then took upon him&lf the cha- 
racter of Phyfician, ftill, according to 
Sprat;, with intention *^ to diffemble tlie 
*^ main defign of his coming over," 
and, as Mr. Wood relates, " comply- 
^* ing with the men then in power, 
^^ (which was much taken notice of 
^^ by the royal party) he obtained an 
*^ order to be created Doftor of Phy- 
^^ fick, which being done to his mind 
.^^ (whereby he gained the ill-will 0f 
^^ fome of his friends), he went into 

^* France 
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'^ France again, having made a copy 
" of verfefi on Oliver's death."' 

This is no fovourabfe reprefentatibn^ 
yet even in this not much wrong can 
be difcovetedr How far he complied 
with the men in power, is to be en- 
qmred before he can be blamed. It is 
Hot faid that he told them any fecrets, 
or aiSffed them by mtelligence, or any 
other aft. If he only promifed to be 
quiet, that they in whofe handis he waf 
might free him from confinement, he 
did what no law of fociety prohibits. 

The man whofe mifcarriagfc in a juft* 
Gaufe has put him in the power ofhis ene- 
my may, without any vioiation ofhis in- 
tegrity, regain his liberty, or pfeferve 
his- life by arpromife of neutrality : for 
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22 C O W L E ¥• 

the ftipulation ^v€s the enemy nothing 
which he had not before ; the neutralitj^ 
of a captive may be always fccured by 
his imprifonnient or deathi^ He th^t is 
at the difpofal of ai^other, may not 
promife tq a|d him in aay^njurbu^ ad^ 
becaufe no power can coippel aifiive bben 
dience. He may engage to do nothing, 
but not to do ilL 

There is reafon to thiak that Cowley, 
proniifed little^ It does not appear, 
that his compliance gained him confi- 
dence enough to be trulled without fe- 
curity, for the >ojid of his bail was 
never cancelled ; not that it made him 
think himfelf fecure, for at that diflb- 
lution of government, which followed 
the death of Oliver, he returned into 
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France, wjiwe'h* teftimfjd-hij fotoer 
Aitm^ and fiai4 till clie Rcftoration. . 

*' He coRtk«e4i >fay9 hifl.bi<^graphcr, 
^\ i»n4c< ^ft^ bonds till the geo^ril 
" deliverjrticpriy it h therefore to be 
fvp^ofed, ^at fee did Apt go to France, 
and a£fc agaia fogp the King withaut the 
eonfent of hift bo^imen ; that he did 
notlhew his Igyiity at the bayard of hii 
friend^ but b; . his friend's permtfliion. 

Gf the verfes on Oliver's death, in 
^ which Wood's narrative fecms to im^ 
ply fometbing encomtaftick, there ha9 
been no appearance. There is a dif- 
courfe concerning his government, in- 
deed, with verfes intermixed, but fuch 
as certainly gained its author no friends 
among the abettors of ufurpation. 

C 4 ^iJodo^ 



A do&or of phyfick however be was 
made at ^iford, ii> l)eGember 1657^^^ 
-and intjie conuBeDcement" 6f the Rdyal 
Society, '^of which 4m^ ac^^^nt has betfn 
ptiblilhed By I>. Birchi tie appears 
bufy aiti6ng the expetPiMcntal philo- 
fophers with the title ctf D©S:or Ccm^kji, 

Thite is no reafon for ftippoiing that 
he ever attempted prd^ce ; but hn 
preparatory ftudies have coutributisd 
fomethiiig to the honour of hi^ country- 
Confidefing -Botany^ ajf neceffary to a 
phyfician*,. he retired into Kent to 
gather planffe, and as the predominance 
of a favourite ftudy aifedts ail fub- 
ordinate operations of the intelleA, 
Botany in the mind of Cowley turned 
into poetry. He compofed in ^ Latin 
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ieveral books on Plants, of which the 
firft and fecond display t4ie qualities 
of Herbs-, in elegiac verfe; the third 
and fourtb the beamieS' of Flowers in 
various meafures ; and in the fifth and 
fiMhy the ules* of Tr^es in heroick 
numbersr ' . 

At the fame time were produced. from 
the feme univerfity, the two great Poets, 
Gowley and Milton,.of diffimilar genius, 
of oppofitc principles ; but concurring 
in the cultivation of Latin poetry,, in 
which the Englilh, till their works and 
May's poem appeared, fecmed unable 
to contefl the palm with any other 
of the lettered nations.. 

If the Latin performances of Cowley 
and Milton be compared, for May I 
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h6ld t6 be t\iperior to both, the advsupt- 
tage feems to lie on' the fide of Cowley* 
Miltoa is generally content to. expreft 
the thoughts pf the ancients in their 
language;. Cowley, without miwh loijs 
of purity or elegaiice, ajQcomfDpdates 
the diction of Rome to his Qwn conr 
ceptions, 

' At the Reftoratiop, after all the di^ 
ligence of his long fervice, and with 
confcioufnefs not only of the merit of 
fidelity, but of the dignity of great 
abilities, he naturally expefted amplf 
preferments ; and, that he might qot he 
forgotten by his own fault, wrote ^ 
Song of Triumph, But this was % 
time of fuch general hope, that great 
numbers were inevitably difappointed ; 
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a^d Cowley found his reward very te* 
^ioufly delayed. He had been prbmifed 
}r} both Charles the firft and fecond the 
Mafterfhip of the Savoy, but " he loflr 
^' it/' fay& Wood, " by certain perfons,; 
" enemies to the Mufes/* 

The neglo&of the court was not his: 
only mortification ; having by fuch aW 
teration, as bethought proper fitted his 
old Comedy of the Guardisn for the 
ft^g^> he produced it to the public 
imder the title of the ^* Cutter of Cole- 
" man-^ftreet.** It was treated on the 
ftage with great feverity, and was after* 
wards cenfured as a fatire on the kingV 
party. 

Mr.. Dryden, who went with Mr*. 
Sprat to the firft exhibition,, related to- 
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Mn Dennis^, *^ that when they told Cow* 
*^ ley how little favour had been ihewn 
^' him, he received the niews of his ill 
*^ fuccefs, not with fo much firmneis as 
*^ might :have been expected frbm fo 
^' great a man/* 

What firmnefs they expeded, or wJiat 
weaknefs Cowley difcpvered, cannot be 
known. ' He that mifles his end wiU^ 
never be as much pleafed as he that 
attains it^ even when he can impute no 
part of his failure to himfelf; and 
when the end is to pleafe the multi- 
tude, no man perhaps has a right, in^ 
things admitting of gradation and com- 
parifon, to throw the whole blame upon 
bis judges, and. totally to exclude diffi- 
dence 
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dence and ihame by a haughty confci- 
oufnefs of his own excelleivce. 

For the rqeftion of this play, it i« 
difficult now to find the reafon : it cer- 
tainly has, in a very great degree, the 
power of fixing attention and exciting 
merriment. From the charge of dif- 
afie£tion he exculpates himfelf in his 
preface, by obferving how unlikely it is 
that, having followed the Toyal family 
through all their diftrefles, ** he Ihould 
**^hufe the time of their reftoration to 
" begin a quarrel with them/' It ap- 
pears, however, from the Theatrical 
Regifter of Downes the prompter,, to 
have been popularly confider-ed as a fai« 
tire on the royalifts* 



^ That 
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. That he m^ht ihorten this tedknii 
fufpenfe^ . he publiihed his pretenfions 
atid his difcokatent, in an ode called 
^^ TheGomplamti'* in which he ftiles 
hitnfelf the melanchofy Cowley. This 
met with the ufuai fortune of com* 
plaints^ and feens^ to have excited more 
<cwitenipt than pity. 

Thefe unlucky incidents are brought, 
^alicioufly enough^ together in ibme 
jftiuizas, Wiitt^en about that time^ on thef 
choice of a laureate a mode of fatire, 
by which, fince it was firft introduced 
by Suckling, perhaps erery generation 
qS poet^ has been teased* 



Savoy- 
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Savoy-miffing Cowley came into the 



court. 



Making apologies for his bad play ; 
Every one gave him fo good a report. 
That Apollo gave heed to all he 
could fay : 
Nor would he have had, 'tis thought, 
a rebuke, 
Unlefs he had done fome notable 
folly ; 
Writ verfes unjuftly in praife of Sam 
Tuke, 
Or printed his pitiful Melancholy, 

His vehement defire of retirement- 
now came again upon him* ^*^ Not- 
" finding/' fays the morofe Wood, ^* thao 
*^ preferment conferred upon him which* 

«^ he 
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^^ lie expefted, while others for their 
^^ money carried away moft places, he 
*^ retired difcontented into Surrey,** 

** He was now,'* fays the courtly 
Sprat, ^^ weary of the vexations and 
^^ formalities of an adtive condition* 
**ile had been perplexed with a 
'*^ long compliance to foreign man-^ 
•*.nera. He was fatiated with the arts 
^^ of a court ; which fort of life, though 
^^iiis virtue made it innocent to him, 
** yet nothing could make it quiet. 
'^ Thofe were the reafons that moved 
'* him to follow the violent inclination 
^ of his own mind, which, in the great- 
^^-^ft tlvrong of his former bufinefs, 
** had ftill called upon him, and repre- 
"^ fented to him the true delights of 

'* foil- 
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-^ folitary ftudies, of temperat* piefi- 
" flirts, and a modcritc revciwe below 
" the malice and flatteries of fotainc.*^ 

So differently are things feen^ and fo 
differently iwre they ihown ; but adtiois 
are vifiblc, though motives are.fccret. 
Cowley dertainly retired ; firft *o flarn^ 
•tlras, afid afterwards to Chertfey, in 
Surrey. He feems, however, to have 
loft part of his dread of the hum hf 
men. He thought himfelf now fafe 
enough from intrufion^ without the de- 
fence of mountains a^d oceans; arid 
inftead of feeking Ihelter in America, 
wifely went .only fo far from the 
Ibuftle of life as that he might elifily 
iind his way ba^k, when folitude ihouM 
^ow tedious. His. retreat was at fii*ft 
D bvj'^ 
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but flenderly accommodated ; yet he 
foon obtained, by the intereft of the 
carl of St* Albans and the duke of 
Buckingham, fuch a leafe of the Queen's 
lands as afforded him an ample in- 
come. 

By the lover of virtue and of wit it 
will be folicitoufly aiked, if he now was 
happy. . Let them perufe one of his 
letters accidentally preferved by Peck, 
which I recommend to the confidera- 
tion of all that may hereafter pant for 
folitudc. 

" To Dr. Thomas Sprat* 

** Chertfey, 21 May, 1665.' 

^' The firft night that I came hither 
'* I caught fo great a cold, with .a 
^^ defiuxion of rheum, as made me keep 

^ . ^' my 
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^^ my chamber ten days. And, two af- 
" ter, had fuch a bruife on my ribs 
** with a fall, that I am yet unable to 
" move or turn myfelf in my bed. 
^* This is my perfonal fortune here to 
" begin with. And befides, I can get 
" no money from my tenants, and have 
" my meadows eaten up every night 
^^ by tjattle put in by my ncighbomrs. 
" What this fignifies, or may come to 
" in time, God knows; if it be omi- 
'^ nous, it can end in nothing lefs than 
" hanging. Another misfortune has 
'^ befcn, and flranger than all the reift, 
^' that you have broke your word with 
" me, and failed to come, even though 
" you told Mr* Bois that you would. 
** This is what they call Monjirijimik. 

D 2 r- ^< I do 
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f^ IJ do htope to recover pa^y Ute hurt 
^^ {jp farrc withi^ five of ^x days 
^* (though it bje uncertain yet whethoi 
« I HwJJ ever recover it) as to walk 
*^ aho\^t ^aia» Aad then, oaethinksy 
*/ you ^d I and the Dem u^ght be 
^.^ very merry upon S. Anne's HilL 
?^ You might very conveniently come. 
^^ hithei; the way of Hampton Town^ 
'* lying there one mght, I write this. 
*^ in pain, and can fay no more ; Fl^r*. 

He did not lopg enjoy the pleafure 
or fuflfer the uneafinefs of folitude ; for 
he died at the Porchrhpufe * in Chert- 

* Now in the poflcffion of Mr. Clarke, Alder- 
jngoi.of iiopdon. . . 
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fey in 1667) ih tftc; 49th yfear of hii 

He was bitrkd with great J)omp neair 
Chaucer and Spenfer ;. and kihg Charlci 
prianatinced, "^ That Mu Cowley 
** had not left si better mati behind 
^* him in England,.'" He is reprereilted 
by Dr. Sprat as the moft amiable of 
mankind ; and this pofthumous. praife: 
may be (afely credited, as it has never 
been: contnidifted by eiivy or by fi&ibn. 

Such are the remarks and metnoirial^ 
which I have been able to add to the 
narrative of Dr.. Sprat; who, writings 
when the feuds of the civil war werd 
yet recent, and the minds of either 
party tzSly irritated, was obliged to» 
pafs .over many tranfeftions in general 

D 3 Dgtized by Google ^^C— 



38 COWLEY. 

expreiSons, and to leave cpriofity ofteit 
unfatisficd. What he did not tell, can- 
not however now be ktiown. I muft 
therefore recommend the perufal of his 
work, to which my narratioa cai> 
be confidered only as a flender fup^ 
plement. 

COWLEY, like other poets who 
have written with narrow views> and 
inftead of tracing intelledtual pleafure 
to its natural fources in the mind of 
man, .paid their court to tempo- 
rary prejudicesy has been at one time 
too much praifed, and too much ne- 

gleded at another. 

^ Wit, 
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Wit, like all other things fubjeft i>y 
their nature to the choice of matii hai 
its changes and faihions, and at different 
times takes different forms. Ahoiit the 
beginning of the feventeenth century 
appeared a race of writers that may he. 
termed the metaphyfical poets; of 
whom, in a criticifm on the works of 
Cowley, the laft of the race, it is not 
improper to give fome account. 

The metaphyfical .poets were men b£ 
learning, and to Ihew their learning 
was their whole endeavour; but, un*' 
luckily refolving to ihew it in rhyme, 
inftead of. writing poetry, they only; 
'Wrote! verfes, and very often fi^ch veirfes ♦ 
as flood the trial of the finger better r 
than of the ear; for the modulation 
D 4 was 
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waij fa impcrfcat; that they wfer^ Mly 
found ta be Yerfcs.by counting the fyl-- 
lables» 

: If the fethcr of criticifin has right— 
. ly deMminated .poetry tsjo^yi fitfAioIr^^ 
an mitaiiw art^ thcfe writers will^ 
withota: great wrong, lofc their right 
to the name of poets i for they cannot 
be faid-ta have imitated any thing; 
they neither copied nature nor. life ; , 
neither painted the forms of matter, , nor 
rtprefcnted th« operations of ihtel-^- 
led. . 

t Thofe however who deny them to be 

poets, allow them to be wits. Dtyden 

ciCMifefies of hit^felf aad his contem*^ 

porarks, that they fall below Dotine 

4 . . ia 
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in wit^. but maintains that they fufpa& 
hiin in poetry. 

If Wit be well defcribed by Pope, as 
being. ^^ that which has been often 
** thought, but was never before fo well 
"expreflfed/* they certainly never at- 
tamed, nor ever fought it; for they 
endeavoured ta be fi^gular in theif 
dioughts, . and' were cafelefsr of their 
didion^. But PopeV account of wit is 
undoubtedly erroneous: he deprefles 
it below its natural dignity, and re- 
duces it from ibrength of thought tot 
happindis o£ language*. 

If by a more nd>le. and more ade« 
quate conception that be confidered aa 
Wit, which is at once natural and new^ . 
&at whieh, though not obvious, isj^: 

^ upon 
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upon Its firft produdtion, acknowledged 
to be juft; if it be that, -whichi he that 
never found it, wonders how he mifled ; 
to wit of this kind the'metaphyfical 
poets have feldomrifen. Their thoughts 
are often new, but Seldom natural ; they 
are not obvious, but neither are they 
juft; and the reader, far from won-* 
dering that he mifled them, won- 
ders more frequently by what perverfe- 
nefs of induftry they were ever found. 
• But Wit, abftrafted from its effedts^ 
upon the hearer, may be more rigoroufly 
and philofophically confidered as a kind 
of difeordia concors ; a combination of 
diifimilar images, or <iifcovery of occult? 
refemblanoes in things apparently un- 
like» Of wit, thus defined, they have 

r- T itiorc 

Digitized by V^OOQIC 



COWLEY. 43 

mare than enough. The moft hetero*- 
geneous ideas are yoked by violence 
together; nature pnd art are ranfecked 
for illuftrations^ cdmparifo«w> and allu- 
iions ; their learning inftruds, and their 
fubtiky furprifes; but the reader com- 
monly thinks his improvement dearly 
bought, and though he fometimes ad- 
mires is feldom pleafed. 

Froq;i this account of their compofi- 
tions it will be readily inferred, that 
dicy were not fuccefsful in reprefenting 
or moving the affed:ions« As they were 
wholly employed on fometbiiig unex- 
pefted and furprifing, they had no re- 
gard to that uniformity of fentiment 
which enables us to conceive and to 
excite the pains and the pleafure of 

n Other 
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^her minds : they never inquired wKat^ 
t)n any occafion, they fliould have faid 
or done ; but wrote rather as beholders 
than partakers of human nature; as 
Beings looking upon good and evil, im- 
paffive and at leifure; as Epicure^ dei- 
ties making remarks on the adions of 
men, and the viciflitudes ^ life, with- 
out iritereft and without emotion* Their 
^ourtMp was^ void of fbndnefe, and their 
lamentation of forrow. Their wifli was 
only to fay what they hoped had beeil 
Jaever faid before,. 

- Nor was the fublime more within 
their reach than the pathetick; for 
they never attempted that comprehen* 
fion and expanfe of thought w'hkh at 
i^hce fills the wliolemind, ftndof wintfi 
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ihc firll effedt is fudden aftoniflmjent, 
^d the fecond rational admiration. 
Sublimity is produced by aggregation^ 
and littlenefs by diijperfion. Great 
thoughts are always gepi^aly anid eonfift 
in poiitions not limited by exceptions^ 
and in defcriptiqi^ not defcending to 
minutenefs. It is with great propriety 
that Subtlety^ which in its cp-iginal im« 
port means exility of particles, is( taken 
in its metaphorical meaning for nicety 
of diiliQjdion. Thofe writers wha 
lay on the watch for novelty could 
have little hope of greatne& ;. for greao 
thifi^ cannot have efcaped ioraief ob- 
f^rvation. Their attempts were always 
apalytick ; they broke every image int6 
fc^goaieQjt^.i wd could no moce repre«* 

jA ient, 
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fent, by their flender -conceits and la- 
boured particularities, the profpcds of 
nature;, or the fcenes of life, than he, 
who difle&s a fun-beam with a prifin, 
can exhibit the wide effulgence of a 
fummer noon. 

What they wanted however of the 
fublime, they endeavoured to fupply by 
hyperbole; their amplification had no 
limits; they left not only reafon but 
fancy behind them ; and produced com* 
binations of confufed magnificence, that 
not only could not be credited, but 
could not be imagined. 

Yet great labour, directed by great 

abilities, is never wholly loft: if they 

frequently threw away- their wit upon 

falie conceits, they likewife fometimes 

7 n T ftruck 
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ftruck out unexpeded truth : if their 
conceits were far-fetched, they were 
often worth the carriage. To write on 
their plan, it was at leaft neceflary to 
read and think. No man could be 
bom a metaphyfical poet, nor aflume 
the dignity of a writer, by defcrip- 
tiofts copied from defcriptions, by imi- 
tations borrowed from imitations, by 
traditional imagery, and hereditary fimi- 
lies, by readinefs of rhyme, and volu- 
bility of fyllablcs. 

In perufing the works of this race of 
authours, the mind is exercifed either by 
recoUeftion or inquiry; either fome- 
thing already learned is to be retrieved, 
or fomething new is to rbe examined. 
If their greatnefs feldom elevates, their 

acute- 



Digitized 



byGOOg. 



.acutenefs oftM furprifes ; if the \m^ 
: gination is , not always grattfied^ at 
leaft the powei;* of rcfle<5tioft and coro- 
parifon are employedvi and in the xnafe 
of materials which ingenious abfwditf 
has thrown together, genuine wit and 
\ifeful knowledge may be fometimes 
found, buried perhaps in groflhe& cf 
*€xpreffion, but ufeful to thofe who know 
-their value ; and fuch as, when they arc 
expanded to perfpicuity, and poliihed 
to elegance, may give luftre to works 
which have more propriety, though 
Jefs Gopioufnefe of fentiment 

This kind of w^^itibg, which was, I 
believe, borrowed ftom Marino and 
his foUoweiiSy had been recommended 

by 
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by the example of Donnci a man of 
very extenfive and various knowledge,, 
and by Jonfon, whofe manner rcfcm- 
bled that of Donne more in the ruggcd- 
oefe of his lines than m the caft of his 
fentiments* . 

When their reputation was high, they 
had undoubtedly more imitators, than 
time has left behind^ Their immediate 
fucceflbrs, of whom any remembrance 
can be laid to remain, were Suckling, 
Waller, Denham, Cowley, Cleveland, 
and Milton. Denham and Waller fought 
another way to fame, by improving the 
harmony of our numbers. Milton tried 
the metaphyfick ftlle only in his lines 
upon Hobfon the Carrier. Cowley 
adopted it, and excelled his prede- 
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bcflbra, : having « Inirch fcutiment*, and 
DKM^c/muficlCi Suckling nfekber im- 
proved vcrfification, .nor abdund^d ia 
conceits. The fefliionabk ftilc rc^jnteinefd 
chiefly withCbwley; Swckling cdulld not 
reach it, and Milton difdained it. 

Critical remarks ai«;iiot eafily uhaer- 
flood without exampks; and I hbve 
therefore colleded irfftariccs of the ihodes 
of writing by which this fpecies of poets, 
for poets they w^rc calhed by themfelyes 
aiid their admiirerv ^^s embentily 'dif- 
tinguilhed. . . • 

•A S the )authprs of this race .were per- 
haps more d^firOTis of being admired 
than ' underftobd, »they- fooietiijji^s drew 
their conceits from recefles of learning 

f^^N'T'-,^^^ n T not 
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Tiot very much frequented by conjmon 
readers of poetry. Thus Cpwky on 
Knowledge : 

The fecred tree rnidfl:. the fair orchard 
'*" 5grew.; 
'.vJ^-^ShW^ Trut^ did opt it jcft, 

ikid Jh>uilt.l^isj>erfu^n*d neft, . 
That right Porphyrian tree which did 
true Logick fliew. 

Each leaf did learned notions give, 

Ai)d th* apples were demonftrative,; 

So clear their colour and diving, 
The very ihade they caft did other lights 

putlhijiie, 

'On Anacpeoir :continuing a lover : in 
'his old age.; 

Love was with thy life entwin'd, 
Xlofe as heat with fire is join'd, 
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A powerful brand prefcrib'd the date 
Gf thine, like Meleager's fate. 
Th' antiperiftafis of age 
More enflam'd thy amorous rage. 

In the following verfes we have an al- 
lufion to a Rabbinical opinion concern- 
ing Manna: 

Variety I afk not : give me one 
To live perpetually upon. 
The perfon Love does to us fit. 
Like manna, has the tafle of all in it. 

Thus Donne Ihews his medicinal know- 
ledge in fome encomiaftick verfes : 

In 
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.In every thing there naturally grows 
A Balfamum to keep it freih and new. 
If 'twere not injured by extrinfique 
blows; 
Your youth and beauty are this balm in 
you. 
But, you of learning and religion, 
And virtue and fuch ingredients, have 

made 
. A mithridate, whofe operation 
Keeps off, or cures what can be done or 
faid. 

. Though the following lines of Donne, 
on the laft night of the year, have fome- 
thing in- them too fcholaftick, they are 
not inelegant : 

E 3 This 
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This twilight of t^)^^o years^ not p'aflr nt>r- 
next. 
Some emblem is of me> or Tof thi^,. 
Who mctcor-rike5;of fluff and form per— 
plext, 
Whofe what andwhere, ia'difputation- 

is. 
If I ihould.call me any thing,, fliauld. 
mifs.. 
I fum the years and me, and find me not- 
Debtor to th' old, not creditor to th*^* 
new. 
That cannot fay, my thanks I have forgot^ 
Nor truft I this with hopes;, and yet 

fearcc true 
This bravery is, fiiifce thfefe rimes- 
ftiew'd me you». 

Donne* 
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Yet more abftmre and prc^oUncl- is 
Donne s refledion upon Man as a Micr()- 
cofm I ■ • 

If men be worlds^ there i& iff every one 
Something to aijfwec in fome proportion. 
All the worldV riches : and in good men,> 

this 
Virtue, our form's form^ and our foul's, 
foul is*. 

QF thoughts & far-fetched, as to be 
jiot oqily unexpected, but unnatural,^ 
all their books are fulK 

To a Lady,.who wrxjte poefies for rings. 

They, who above db various circles find. 
Say, like a ring th' ^equator heaven does 



bind.. 



E4 ^ Whei^ i 
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56 COWLEY. 

When heaven Ihall be adorned by thec^ 
.r( Which then more heav'n than 'tis, will 
be) 

'Tis thou muft write the poefy there. 

For it wanteth one as yet, 

Tho'the fun pafs tbrough't twice a year, 
The fun, which is efteem'd the god of 

Wit^ 

Cowley. 

The difficulties which have been 
•raifed about identity in philofophy, are 
.by Cowley, with ftill more perplexity ap- 
plied to Love : . 

.Five years ago (fays flory) I lov'd you, 
For which. you call me mod inconftant 
now; 

Pardon 
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COWLEY. 57 
Pardon me, madam, you miftake the 

man; 
For I am not the fame that I was then; 
No fleih is now the fame *twas then in 

me. 
And that my mind is changed yourfelf 

may fee. 

The fame thoughts to retain ftrll, and 

intents 
Were more inconftant far; for accidents 
Muft of all things moft ftrangely incon* 

ftant prove. 
If from one fubjeft they t'anothcr move : 
My members then, the father members 

were 
From whence thefe take thdr birth, 

which now are here. 

If 
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If then thi& body love what th'other did^ 
*Twere inceft, which by nature is for- 
' bid. 

The love of different women is, in 
geographical poetry, compared to tra- 
vel through different countries :. 
Haft thou not found, each woman's 
breaft 
(The lands where thou haft travelled) 
Either by favages poffeft. 
Or wild^. and uninhabited ?• 
What joy could'ft take,.or what repofe- 
In countries fo uncivilis'd as thofe ? 
Luft, the fcorching dog-ftar,, here 

Rages with immoderate heat ; 
Whilft Pride, the rugged Northern 
Bear, 
In others makes the cold too great. 



e O W L B T.. 5^ 

And where thcfe ai^e temperate known, 

The foir& all barren fand, or rocky 

ftone*. 

Cowley. 

A lover, burnt up by His affedion, is. 
compared to. Egypt : 

The fate of Egypt I fuftain,. 

And never feel the dew of rain^ 
From cjouds which in the head appear; 

But all my too much moifture owe. 
To over^Owing$ of the heart below., 

Cowley*. 

The lover fuppofes his lady ac-- 
quainted with the ancient laws of au»- 
gury and rites of facrifice : 
And yet this death of mine, l.fear,, 
WilLominous to her appear : 

.,.,zedbvGoo^hei» 
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When found in every other part. 
Her facrifice is found without an heart. 

For the laft tempeft of my death 
' Shall figh out that too, with my breath. 

That the chaos was harmonlfed has 
been recited of old; but whence the 
different -founds arofe, remained for a 
modern to difcover : 

Th* ungovernM parts no correfpon- 

dence knew. 
An artlefs war from thwarting motions 

grew; 
Till they to number and fixt rules were 

brought. 
Water and air he for the tenor chofe. 
Earth made the Bafe, the Treble feme 
« arofe. Cowley. 

The 
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The tears of lovers are always of 
great poetical account; but Donne has 
extended them into worlds. If the lines 
are not eafily underftood, they may be 
read again. 

On a round ball 
A workman, that hath copies by, can jay 
An Europe, Afric, and an Alia, 
And quickly make that, which was no- 
thing, all. 

So doth each tear. 
Which thee doth wear, 
A globe, yea world, by that impreflion 

grow. 
Till thy tears mixt with mine do over- 

flow 
This world, by waters fent from thee 
my heaven diflblved fo. , 
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On jreacjing the foUqwii^ lines • the 
^reader ^imy perhaps cry oxkt—ConfyJion 
:worfe confpunded. 

Here lic« ^a Ae {iin,- and a . he moon here. 
She gives the beft light to'hisfphepq. 
Or each is both, and siUy and fo 

JTheyi ynt© one anether nothing owe. 

JDOKNE, 

Who but Donne wo.uld .h^rcrthought 
tthat a good jnan ^ a telefcopc ? 

Tho' God be our true glafs, thro' which 

we fee 
, All, fince the being of all things is he. 
Yet are the trunks, v^hich do to us 

derive 
'Things, in proportion fit, hy perfpeftivc 
.4 Deeds 
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Deeds of ^ood men^ for. by their livkig 

here, . 
Virtues, indeed remote, feemto be near. 

WIio woul^ imagine It pc^l>le tliat 
a very few lines fo many remote 
ideas could be-broiaght Jx)gether: 

Since 'tis my doom, Love VunSerflirieve, 
*W^y this: reprieve? 

Why' doth iny Sire AdVowfon % 
in'cuml^ency^ 

To fell thyfclf doft thou intend 

By candle's encf. 
And liold the contraft thus in doubt, 

Lifers t^pei: opf ? 
Think but hpW foon -the market ftils, 
Ydurrfex'lives fafter :thalti:thi? iijaks; . 

As 
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^ As if to meafure age's fpan, 
The fober Julian were th' account of 

man, 
Whilft you live by the fleet Gregorian. 

Cleveland. 

/^F enormous and difguftmg hyber- 
boles, thefe may be examples : 

By every wind, that comes this way, 
Send me at leaft a figh or two. 
Such and fo many Til repay 
As ihall themfelves make winds to get 
to you. 

COVSTLEY. 

In tears Til wade thefe eyes 
By love fo vainly fed ; 

Sd luft of okl the Deluge puniflied. . 
^V CowiEY. 
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COWLEY. 65 

All arm'd in brafs, the richeft drefs of 

war, 
(A difmai glorious fight) he Ihone afar. 
The fun himfelf ftarted with fudden 

fright. 

To fee his beams return fo difmai 

bright. 

Cowley. 

An univerfal coofternation : 

His bloody eyes he hurls round, his 

Iharp paws 
Tear up. the ground ; then runs he wild 

about, 
Lafliing his angry tail and roaring out. 
Beafts creep into their dens, and tremble 

there ; 

Trees, tho* no wind is ftirring, Ihake 

with fear ; 

F Silence 
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Silence atid Iwri'cmr ffli tie place afeiim! : 
Echo itfelf dares fcarce repeat tliefound. 

C-ovritY. 

np H E I R fiftions were often violent 
and uniiaturaL 

Of his Miftrefs bathing : 

The fifli around her crouded, as they do 
To the falfe light that treacherous fiihers 
Aew, 
And all with as much cafe might taken be, 
As Ihe at "firft took me : 
For ne'er did light fo clear 
Among the -waves appear, 
Tho' ev'ry nrght . the fun himfelf fet 
there 

COWX/ET. 

The 
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*Titt pocticsfl cffed-of albrert name 

•upon ^glafe : ' ' 

) 
My name engraved herein, 

Dot3i contribute myfirninefsito thfe glafs; 

WKicrh, ever fince that'clTaitn, hath 

been • 

As hard^ as th^t which gravM it, wlas. 

Donne* 

'THEIR conceits were ^metlmes 
•flight aad.t^'iflii^: 

On an mconftant -woman. 

He enjoys thy calmy funlhrne now, 
^d no breath ftixring hears. 

In the clear heaven of thy brow. 
No rmaJleft cloud apj^ars* 

' ' F 2 -—"■'' He 
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He fees thee gentle, fair and gay. 
And trufts the faithlefs April of thy May. 

Cowley. 

Upon. a. paper written with the juice 

of lemon, and read by the fire : 

Nothing yet in thee is feen, 

I But when a genial heat warms thee 

within, 

A new-bom wood of various lines there 

grows ; 

Here buds an L, and there a B, 

Here fprouts a V, and there a T, 

And all the flourilhing letters ftand in 

rows. 

Cowley, 

A S they fought onljf for novelty, they 
did not much enquire whether their 

allu- 
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COWLEY. 69 

allufions wdre to things hi^lror low, ele- 
gant or grofs ; whether they/compared 
the little t6 the 'great, or the grtat to 
the little* 
Phyfick and Chirufgery for aLover* 

Gently, ah gently, madam, tdiich 
The wound, which you yourfclf have 
made; 
That pain muft needs be Very much. 

Which makes me of yourhapd afraid. 
Cordials of pity give me no\v. 
For 1 too weak for purgings grow- 

Cowley. 

The World and a Clock. 

Mahol, th' inferior world's fantaftic face. 
Thro' all the turns of matter's maze. di4 
trace; 

F 2 ' Grca^ 
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, Groat Niatoni^ UTit4iit Acck- it^^^Km 

did look ' -^ 

Of Jifc^.a84.qaQ«k«^i' .«*4 with e^Jlifrt 
Mad^ .up,a^» the wJfeiQle.pf'pery.patf^ 

A coal-pit has not oftw foand its 
poe€ ji'lrtiK -*af It? may hm waair' i&& ^e 
Jionbyr^ t?rtr^fe«id hfiB^^aBdci itwith 
theSuik5>f^ ^^■'- '-• ''^ /-^W ' •^' '• • 
The McWf i<«te Vafefc irf^ ©U-r guiMefs o«e, 
Mik^^'Bb man atheift^ nor no woman 

Yet why Ihould hallowed yeflals facred 

Ihrme, 

Deferve more honour than a flaming 

mine? 
■ • ^ ' V T Thefe 
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Thefc pregnant wombs of heat would 

fitter be . 

Than a few embers for a deity. 

Had he our pits, the Perfian would 

admire 
No fun, but warm 's devotion at our fire : 
He*d leave the trotting whlpfter, and 

prefer 
Our profound Vulcan 'bove that wag- 
goner. 
For wants he heat ? or light ? or would 

have ftore ? 
Or both ? 'tis here :• and wli,at can fuHS, 

give more ? 
Nay^ what's the fyn,, but in a different 

name, 
A coal-pit rampant, or a mine on flame ! 
F 4 Then 
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72 COWLEY. 

Then let this truth reciprocally run, 
The fun's heaven's coalery, and coals 
our fun. 

Death, a Voyage: 

No family 

Ere rigged a foul for heaven's difcovery, 

With whom more venturers might boldly 

dare 

Venture their flakes, with him in joy to 

Ihare. 

Donne* 

'J^HEIR thoughts and exprefEons 
were fometimes grofsly abfurd, and 
iucii as no figures or licence can recon- 
cile to the underftanding. 

A lover neither dead nor alive ; 

Then down I laid my head, 
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CO W L E Y. 73 
Down on cold earth; and for a while was 

dead. 
And my freed foul to a ftrange fome- 
where fled : 
Ah fottilh foul, faid I, 
'When back to its cage again I faw it 
fly: 
Fool to refume her broken chain ! 
And row her galley here again ! 
Fool, to that body to return 
Where it condemned and deflin'd is to 
burn ! 
Once dead, how can it be. 
Death fliould a thing fo pleafant feem 

to thee. 
That thou Ihouldft come to live it o^er 

again in me ? 

Cowley, 

^A lover's 
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A lover's heart, a hand grenado. 
Wa to her itubbpru heayt, if once mine 
come 
Into the f(?lf-vfamQ rpopp;, 
'Twill tear and blow up all vvithii^. 
Like a grenado Ihot into a magazin. 
Then ihall love keep the alhes^ anfi torn 
parts. 
Of both our broken hearts : 
Shall out of both one new one make ; 
From her's th' allay ; frqm mine, the 

metal take. 

Cowley, 

The poetical Propagation of t-ight* 

The Prince's favour is diffus'd o'er ajl. 

From which all fortunes, names and na. 

tures fall ; 

Then 
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'rtieft frdm ttoofe wembs of^flafs^ the 

At ewty gtofltee^ a cbhflsbllaf i<Ma *4ie$v. 
And fowes the court wuh ftars^anddotk 

tn tight ah^p©«Bv^et> tkc aBi.ey?d*firma-^ 
ment; 
FSr8 h^f eye! kiH^r(»'othe5r'iadie^'tfy€s, 
Then from their beams ifeeiv ^jewels; 

hiftfe^rile;: • 

And from their jewels torcIwB do take 
file, ' i "^ .' • 

And all is warmth, and light, and good 
defirew ' 

DONNE^ 

o 

'pHEY were. in very; little care to. clothe 

their notion^'with elegance of drefs,. 

5 and' 
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76 COW t E y. 

and therefore mifs the notice an4 tiie 
praife which are oftea gained by thofe^ 
who think lefs^ but are fndre diligent ta 
adorn their thoughts. 

That a miftrefs beloved is fairer in 
idea than in reality, i$ by Cowky thus 
expreffed : 

Thou in my fancy doft much higher 
ftand. 

Than women can be plac'd by Nature's 
hand; 

And I muft needs, Fm fure, a lofer 
be, 

To change thee, as thouVt there, for 
^ very thee. 

That prayer and labour fliould co- 
operate, are thus taught by Donne : 

3 In 
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In none but us> are fuch mixt engines 

founds 
As hands of double office: for the 

ground 
We till with them; and them to 

heav'n we raife ; 
Who prayerlefs labours, or withotit 

this, prays. 
Doth but one half, that's none. 

By the fame author, a common topick, 
the danger of procraftinatipn, is thus 
illuftrated : 

— That which I Ihould have begun 
In my youth's morning, now late muft 

be done ; 
And I, as giddy travellers muft do. 

Which 
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Whkh&ay lor floep ^l day, andhftting 

loft 
1.1^ wd flz0eDgtb, idark and^'di^uft 

then ride poft. 

All that Man JiastDd© asnolive and 

idh'9 die ifum of .hufinanity is compre- 
3iended by Dohne in the following 
lines: 

Think in liow poor a prifon thou didft 

lie. 
After, enabled but to fuck and cry. 
Think, when 'twas grown to'ttioft, 

'twas a poor inix, - 
.A-j>rpvinGe packM uji'in two yatds 

<of ikin, • ' 

• And 
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And that ufui-py, at thrcatfin'4 witfc n 

rage 
Of fickndfes, or their true mothcry 

age. 
But tWnk that death hath now en* 

franchis'd thee ; 
Thou haft thy expanfion now, aad 

liberty ; 
Thmk, thaft a rufty piece difcharg'd 

is flown 
In pieces, and the bullet is his ownj 
And freely Hies : this to thy foul allow. 
Think thy fliell broke, think thy foul 

hatched but now. 

'pHEY were fometimes indelicate and 
difgufting. <^o\vley thus apoftro- 
phifes beauty : 

—Thou 
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8o COWLEY* 
—Thou tyrantp which leav'ft no man 

free \ 
Thou fubtle thlef> from whom nought 

fafe can be ! 
Thou murth'rer, which haft killed, and 

devil, which would'ft damn me, 

Th\is he addrefles his Miftrefs : 

Thou^ who in many a propriety, i 

So truly art the fun to me. 

Add one more likenefs, which Fm ' 

fure you can, i 

, And let me and my fun beget a man. j 

Thus he reprefents the meditations ' 
of a Lover : 

Tho' in thy thoughts fcarce any trafts | 
have been i 

So much as of original iin^ 

Such 
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Sudt charms thy beauty wears as.mi^t 
Defires in dying confeit faints excite. 

Thou with ftrange adultery 
Doft in each breaft a brothel keep ; 

Awake^ all men do luft for thee. 
And fome enjoy thee when they fleep. 

The true tafte of tears* . 

Hither with cryftal vials, lovers, come, 
And take my tears, which ara love's 

wine. 
And try your miftrefs' tears at home. 
For all are falfe, that tafte not juft like 
mine. 

Donne. 

This is yet more indelicate,; 

' G As 
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As the fweet fweat of rofes in a ftill. 
As that which from chaf ■ d mUik-cat's 

pores doth trill, 
As the almighty balm of th' early 

Eaft, 
Such are the fweet drops of my miftrefs* 

breaft, 
Aiid on her neck her /kin fuch luffare 

fets. 
They fcem no fweat drops, but peari 

coronets : 
Rank fweaty froth thy miftrefs* brow 

defiles* 

TPHEIR cxpreffions fometimes raifc 
horror, when they intend perh?ips 
to be pathetic : 

As 
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As men in hell are from difeafes free. 
So from all other ills am I, 
Free from their known formality : 

But all pains eminently lie in thee* 

Cowley.. 

^HEY were not always ftridtly curi- 
ous, whether th« opinions from which 
they drew their illuftrations wer6 true ; 
It was enough that they were popular* 
Bacon remarks, that fome falfehdods are 
continuedijy tradition, l^ecaufe they fup- 
ply commodious allufions* 

It gave a piteous groan, and fo it broke ; 
In vain it fomething would have fpoke : 
The love within tob ftrong for't was,* 
Like poifonput into a Venice-glafs. 

Cowley. 
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84 COWLEY. 

TN'foiritilrfg defcHptiohs thty looked 
out not for images, but for cbhceits. 
Night h^5 been a cbmmoh futijed:, 
which poets havfc cbnrentJed to tidorii. 
Drydeii's Night is well known; Donne's 
is as follows : 

Thou feeft me here at midnight, now 
all reft: 

Time's dead low-water; when all minds 
diveft 

ToHnortow's bufincfs, when the la- 
bourers have 

Such reft in bed, that their laft church- 
yard grave, 

Subje£t to change, will fcarce be a type 
of this. 

Now when the client, wliofe laft hear- 
ing is " 

" ■ n ^ To- 
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To-morrow; fleeps; wbeg-the con- 

' demned man, 
lyhp whep be^ppes his eyes, muft fhut 

them then 
Again by death, altho' fad watch he 

•Jceep# 
Dojth pradife dying by a little flecp^ 

Thou'at.thi^ midnight feeft me. 

]T muft be however confefTed of thefe 
writers, that if they are upon common 
fubjedts often unneceffarily and unpoeti- 
cally fubtle ; yet where fcholaftick fpe- 
culation can be properly admitted, their 
copioufoefs and acutenefs may juftly be 
idmired. What Cowley has • written 
upon Hope, ihews an unequalled ferti- 
lity pf invention; 

G 3 Hope, 
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Hope, whofe weak bcmg rum'd is, - 
Alike if it fucceed, and if it ittifs; 
Whom good or ill does equally confound,. 
And both the horns of 'Fate*s difemma 
wound. 
Vain Ihadow, which doft vtmilfti quite,. 
Both at full noon and perfedt mgKt F 
The liars have not a poliibiKty ' 
'of bleffingthee; . • ^* 

If tilings then from their end we happy- 
call, 
*Tis Hope is the moft hopelefs thing of 
all. . '' 

Hope, thou bold tafter of delight, • 
Who, whilft thou ihoukrft but tafte> 
devour^ft it quite ! 

Thou 
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^ Tbou bring'il us an efiajte^ ,yct lez%'& 

By clog^iDg it with legacies bej^i^J 
The joys which we entire Ifiould 

wed. 
Come deflow Vd virgins to our bed ; 
Good fortuned without gain imported ^Cj 
Such mighty cuftom's paid-tp thee : 
Forjoy^ Ukewine^ kept clofe does bet« 

ter tafte ; 
if It take air before, its fpirits waftc. 

To the following comparifon of a 
man that travels, and his wife thatftays 
at home, with a pair of compaiTes, it may 
be doubted whether abfurdity or inge- 
nuity has the better claim. 

^G 4 Our 

'I , 
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Oter two fotth ilhcreFdrey whtdi itrt tmr, 
Tho* I mull go> endufc mot jtt 

'Attreadi, ^tedt an ^pai^on, -- 
liiW^eld to airy tfiinnefi beat. 

If they be two, they are tj^vp fo 
As ftift twin-compaffes are two. 

Thy fotil the fet fopt, make? no fliow 
To mpve> tut. doth^ if th* othey do,. 

And tho* it in the centre fit,. .. 

%Qt ^vj^ksm tbe o(ber ffar doeh^roann. 
It leans, and hearkens after it, 
' . Ai>dgcaws^e(3;,:as thatcomesinome* 

SutSi^wat thou be ixxme, who muft 

hSst th^^Jther foot, obliquely run. 
^hy^fivmncfs makes my circle juft. 
And makes me eijd, where I beguH,, 

Donne* 
In 
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In all dbtdb exampleft it 1ft appar^^ 
chit whatever is improper or vitiou^; U 
produoefl by a voluntary dmation frbna 
natuve i» puriuit of iboiethiftgiiew aftd 
ftraafge ;' aad that the 'writers faSi to 
give deiight, by Ch'^ir defir^ttf exrdting 
admiration. • * ^ 

IJAving thus endeaviourdd to <ei&ifait 
a genertd t^eprefentatipn ^ the flile 
and fentiments* .of the mdtaphj£c^l 
poets, it is now proper to examine par* 
ticularly the w'orks erf" Cowley, wh<> Was 
almoft the laft dt that race, and un- 
doubtedly the beft^ ' 

His Mifoellanies contain a coIleiSrion 
of fliort compofitions, writteft fome as 
they were dieted by a mind at leifuce, 

and 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



90 COW X R y. 

and fomc as they were caUed fortfcjby 
different occafions; with great vsiiety of 
ftile and fentiment, from burlefque 
levity to awful grandeur. Such an af- 
femblage of diverfified excellence no 
other poet^has hitherto afforded. To 
choofe the beft^ among many good^ is 
one of the moft hazardous attempts of 
Ncriticifm; I know not whether Scaliger 
himfelf has perfuaded miany readers. to 
join with him in his preference of the 
- two favourite odes, which he ritimatcs 
in his raptures at the value of a king- 
V dom. I will however venture lo reoom- 
mend Cowley's firft piece, which ougbt 
to be infcribed To my Mu/ey for want of 
which the fecond couplet is withoyt 
reference. When the title is added, 

there 
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there will Hill remain a defeift; for 
ever)r piece ought to contain in itfelf 
whateves is neceflary to make k ineel* 
Hgible. Pope has fome epitaphs with- 
out names, which are therefore epitaph]^ 
to be let^ occupied indeed for the pror 
fentj bvt hardly apprc^priated* 

The ode oa Wit i» aknoil without a 
riyaL It was about the time of Cowley 
that Wity which had been till then uled 
for InteUeStiony in contradiftmdion .to 
Will^ took the meaning, whatever k be> 
which it now bears* 

Oi atl the parages in which poets 
have exemplified their own precepts^ 
none will eafily be found of greater ex- 
cellence than that in which Cowky con- 
tdemns exuberance of Wit : 

Yet 
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Yet *tis not to adorn and gild each part» 
* That fliews more coft than ^ru 
' Jewels at noTe and lips but ill appear^ 
' ^ Rather t^an all things wk^ let none 
J>e there. 
Several lights will not ba ijptti. 
If there be qotbing jslfe betw^qn. 
'^ Men doubt, becaufb they, fbuul Co thick 
. :^ rth'fey^ 

^ if tlK>re be fltrs which paiat tjie gaiasf • 
^ .' •* • . •. . . 

In his verfes to lord Falldatid^ whom 

every man of his .timic was prpud to 

^pi^iife^ there are^ as tjiere muft he in 

i«U Cowley's xompoiitionsy fomeilrijmng 

-4ioyght$i but they ace not woU- 

wi;oyght« His elegy on Sir Henry 

Wotton is vigorous and happy, the 

feries 
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feries of thoi^ts is eafy and natural^ 
and the condufion^ though a little 
weakened by tke mtnifioa of Akxander^ 
is elegant and fortrible. 

It m^y be remarked^ that in this 
Elegy^ and in moft of his encomiaftick 
pdems^ he has foigotten or negledred to 
hame his heroes. 

In his ]^oem on the death' of Hervey, 
there is much praife, but little paffion, 
a Veiy' juft and ample delineation of 
fuch virtties as a ftudious privacy ad- 
mits, and fuch intelledtual excellence te 
a tnmd not yet called forth to aftion 
can difptay; He knew'h6w to difiin- 
guifii, and how to commend the quali- 
ties of his companbn; bi:i€ whejn* he 
wi]aies to imake us weep, lie foigets to 

iveep 
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weep himfelf^ and diverts hisforr^w; 
hj imagining how his crown of bajrs 
if he had it, would crackle in the 
fire. It is the odd fate of this thought 
to be worfe for being true. The bay- 
leaf crackles remarkably as it burns ; 
as therefore this property was not afr 
figned it by chance, the mind muft Ije 
thought fuificiently at eafe that could 
attend to fbch mimitenefs 6i phy£olog)^ 
But 4/he power x)f Cowley is not tomoye 
the affedtipns, but to exercife the uxi- 
derftanding. ; 

The Chronicle is a compafition u^- 
' rivalled- and alone : fuch gaiety of fa^- 
'-cy, fuch facility of expreflian, fuch ya- 
^fied fimiUtude, fuch a fucceflion ^f 
' images, and fucha.dance.,of wordsj, /it 
-' . is 

^ Digitized by CjOOQIC 



COWLEY- 95 

lis vain to expeft except from Cowley* 
His ftrcngth always appears in his 
agility ; his volatility is not the flutter 
of a light but the bound of an elafiick 
mind. His levity never leaves his 
learning behind it; the moralifty the 
politician, and the critick, mingle their 
influence even in this airy frolick of ge- . 
nius. To fuch a performance Suckling 
could have brought the gaiety, but not 
the knowledge j Dryden could have fup- 
plied the knowledge, but not the 
gaiety. 

The verfes to Davenarit, which are 
vigoroufly begun, and happily con- 
eluded, contain fome hints of criticifm 
very juftly conceived and happily ex- 

prefled. Cowley's critical abilities have 

not 
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Me been fufiSciently obferved : the few 
^eifions- iind remarks which his pre* 
fiiees and hss^ notes on the Davideis fup- 
ply, ivere ta that time, acceffions to 
Engliih literature, and ihew fuch ikill 
as raifes our wiih for more examples. 

The lines from Jerfey are a very gu- 
rious and pkafing fpecimen of the fami- 
jaar defending to the burlefque. 

His two metrical difquifitkMisyir and 
-^sinft Reafon^ are no mean fpecimens 
lof n]^taphyfica\ poetry. The ftanzas 

againft knowledge produce little con- 

vidiion* In thofe which are intended to 
*exalt the huma&Taculties, Reafon has its 

proper ta& a£Bgned it; that of judging, 
-not of things reveated, but of the reality 

of rievelation. In .the v^k% for Rei^on 

r T 15 
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is a pafTage which Bentley, in the only 
Englifli verfcs which he is known to 
have written, feems to have copied, 
though with the inferiority of an imir 
tator. 

The holy Book like the eighth fpherc 
does fhine 

With thoufand lights of truth divine. 
So numberlefs the (tars that to oUr eye 

It makes all but one galaxy : 
Yet Reafon muft affift too ; for in feas 

So vafl and dangerous as thefe. 
Our courfe by liars above we cannot 
know 

Without the ci^jiiplfs too below- 

After this fays Bentl^ : 

H Who 
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Who travels in religious jars. 
Truth mix'd with error, clouds with rays, 

With Whifton wanting pyx and ftars, 
In the wide ocean finks or ftrays, 

Cowley feems to have had, what 
Milton is believed to have wanted, 
the skill to rate his own performances 
ty their juft value, .and has there- 
fore clofcd his Mifcellanies with the 
yerfcs upon Cralhaw, w^hich apparently 
excel all that have gone before them, 
and in which there are beauties which 
common authors may juflly think not 
only above theiri^Lttainment, but above 
their ambition. 

To the Mifcellanies fucceed the y^/fj- 

cnontiqucs, or paraphraftical tranflations 

5 ^ of 
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of fome little poems, which pafs, how- 
ever juftly, under the name of Anacreon. 
Of thofe fongs dedicated to feftivity 
and gaiet}'', in which even the morality 
is voluptuous, and which teach nothing 
but the enjoyment of the prefent day, 
he has given rather a pfeafiiig than a 
faithful reprefentation, having retained 
their fpritelinefs, but loft their fimpli- 
city. The Anacreon of Cowley, like 
the Homer of Pope, has admitted the 
decoration of fome modern graces, by 
which he is undoubtedly made more 
amiable to convjion readers, and per- 
haps, if they would honeftly declare 
their own perceptions, to far the greater 
part of thofe wliom courtefy and igno- 
rance are content j:o ilile the Learner!. - 
Hz ^ Thefc 

Digitized by VjOOQ.^ 



ICO COWLEY. 

Thefe little pieces will be found more 
finiflied in their kind than any other of 
Cowley's works. . The diOrionlhews no- 
thing of the mould of time, and the fen- 
timents are at AO great diftance from 
out prefent habitudes of thought. Real 
mirth muil be always natural, and na- 
ture is uniform. Men have been wife 
in very different modes; but they have 
always laughed the fame way. 

Levity of thought naturally pro- 
duced familiarity of language, and the 
familiar part of lan^age continues long 
the fame : the dialogue of comedy, 
when it is tranfcribed from popular 
manners and real life, is read from age 
to age with equal pkafure.*^ The arti- 
fices of inverfiori by which the efta- 
^ ^ ^ , bliflied 
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bliflied order of words \$ changed, or 
of innovation, by which new words or 
new meanings of words are introduced, 
is praSifed not by thofe who talk to be 
underftood, but by thofe who write to 
be admired. 

The Anacreontiques therefore ©f Cow- 
ley give now all the pleafure which they 
ever gave. If }ie was formed by nature 
for ope kind of writing njore than fpr 
another, his power feems to have been 
greateft in the familiar and the feftive- 

The .next clafs of his poems is called 
The MJirefs, of which it is not ne- 
ceflary to fele^ any particular pieces for 
praife or cenfure. They have all the 
fame beauties and faults, and nearly in 
the fame proportion. They ace writteo 
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with exuberance of wit, and with co- 
pioufnefs of learning; and it is truly 
aiSerted by Sprat, that the plenitude of 
the writer^s knowledge flows in upon 
his page, fo that the reader is com* 
monly furprifed into fome improvement. 
But, confidered as the verfes of a lover, 
no man tKat has ever loved will much 
commend them. They are neither 
courtly nor pathptick, have neither gal- 
lantry nor fondnefs. His praifes are too 
far-fought, and too hyperbolical, either 
to exprefs love or to excite it : every 
ftanza is crouded with darts and flames, 
with wounds and death, with mingled 
fouls, and with broken hearts. 

The principal artifice by which Vjc 
Miftrefi is filled with conceits is wry 

copiouf- 
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copbufly difplayed by Addifon. Love 
is by Cowley, as by other poets, ex- 
prefled metaphorically by flame and 
fire ; and that which is true of real fire 
is faid af love, or figurative fire, the 
fame word in the fame fentence retain- 
ing both fignifications. Thus, " ob- 
" ferving the cold regard of his mif- 
" trefs's eyes, and at the fame time their 
*^ power of producing love in him, he 
" confiders them as burning-glafles made 
*^ of ice. Finding himfelf able to live 
" in the greateft extremities of love, he 
" concludes, the torrid zone to be ha- 
^ bitable* Upon the dying of a tree, 
/* on which, he had cut his loves,, he 
" obferves, that his flames had burnt 
*' up and withered tl^e tree-" 

H 4 Thefe 
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Thefe conceits Addifon calls mixed 
wit; that IS, wit which confifts of 
thoughts true in one fenfe of the ex- 
preffion, and falfe in the other. Addi- 
ion's rcprefentation is fufficiently indul- 
gent. That confuflonof images may en- 
tertain for a moment ; but being unna- 
tural, it foon grows wearifome. Cowley 
delighted in it, as mudi as if he had 
Invented it ; but, not to mention the 
ancients, he might have found it full- 
blown in modern Italy. Thus Sanna- 
zaro; 

Afpicequam variis diftringar Vefbia curis,. 
Uror,&heu I noftromanat ab igne liquor; 
Sum Nilus, fumque iEtna fimul; reftria- 

gite flammas 
O lacrimae, aut lacrimas ebibe flamma 

meas* ^ , One 
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One of the fevere theologians of that 
time ccnfured him as having publilhed 
a book 0/ profane and lafcivious Verfes. 
From the charge of profanenefs, the con- 
ftant tenour of his life, which feems to 
have been eminently virtuous, and the 
general tendency of his opinions, which 
difcover no irreverence of religion, muft. 
defend him ; but that the accufation of 
lafcivioufnefs is unjuft, the perufal of 
his works will fufEciently evince, 

Cowley's Mijirefs has no power of 
fedudlion : " Ihe plays round the head, 
but comes not at the heart.^ Her beaup- 
ty and abfence, her kindnefs and cruel- 
ty, her difdain and inconftancy, pro- 
duce no correfpondence of emotion-. 
His poetical account of the virtues o£ 

plants. 
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plants, and colours of flowers, is tiot 
pcrufed with more fluggiih frigidity. 
Ihe compofitions are fuch as might 
have been written for penance by a 
hermit, or for hire by a philofophical 
rhymer who had only heard of another 
fex; for they turn the mind only on 
the writer, whom, without thinking on 
. a woman but as the fubjed for a task, 
we fometimes efteem as learned, and 
fometimes defpife as trifling, always ad- 
mire as ingenious, and always condemn 
as unnatural. 

The Pindarique Odes are now to- be 
ccnfidered; a fpecies of compofition, 
.which Cowley thinks Pancirolus might 
.have counted in bis lijl of the loji inz^en- 
tions of anfiquityy ar>d which he has 

made 
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made a bold and vigorous attempt to 
recover. 

The purpofe with which he has para- 
phrafed anOlympick and NemeseanOde, 
is by himfelf fufEciently explained. His 
endeavour was not to ftiew frecifelywhat 
Pindar fpoke^ but bis manner of- ff caking. 
He was therefore not at all reftrained to 
his expreflSons, nor much to his fenti- 
ments; nothing was required of him, 
but not to write as Pindar would not 
have written. 

Of the Olympick Ode the beginning 
is, I think, above the original in ele- 
gance, and the conclufion below it in 
flrength. The connection is fupplied 
v/ith great perfpicuity, and the thoughts, 
which to a reader of lefs skill fecm 

^ thro\vn 
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thrown tc^ether by chance, are conca- 
tenated without any abruption. Though 
the E^gliih ode cannot be called a 
tranflation^ it may be very properly con- 
fulted as a commentary. 

The fpirit of Pindar is indeed not 
every whpre equally preferved. The 
following pretty lines are not fuch as 
bis dtep mouth was ufed to pour : 

Great Rhea's fon. 
If in Olympus' top where thou 
Sitt'fl: to behold thy facred fliow, 
If in Alpheus filver flight. 
If in my verfe thou take delight, 
My verfe, great Rhea's fon, which is 
Ix)fty as that, and fmooth as this^ < 

In 
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In the Nemesean Ode the reader muft, 
in mere juftice to Pindar, obfcrve that 
whatever is faid of the original new 
moon, her tender forehead and her horns, 
is fuperadded by his paraphraft, who 
has many other plays of words and fan- 
cy unfuitable to the original, as. 

The table free for every gueft. 
No doubt will thee admit. 
And fcafl: more upon thee, than thou on 
It. 

He fometimcs extends his author's 
thoughts without improving them. In 
the Olympionick an oath is mentioned 
in a fingle word, and Cowley fpends 
three lines in fwearing by the Caftalian 
Stream. We are told of Theron's boun- 
I ty. 
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ty, with a- hint that he had enemies, 
which Cowley thus enlarges in rhyming 
•profe : 

But in this thanklefs world th<; giver 
J Is envied even by the receiver ; 

'Tis now the cheap and frugal fafliioii 

Rather to hide than own the obliga- 
tion: 

Nay, *tis much worfe than fo ; 

It now an artifice does grow 

Wrongs and injuries to do. 

Left men ftiould think we owe. 

It is hard to conceive that a man of 
the firft rank in learning and wit, when 
he was dealing out fuch minute morality 
in fuch feeble diftioii, could imagine, 
either waking or dreaming, that he imi- 
tated Pindar. 

In 
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In the following odes, where Cowley 
choofes his own fubjeds, he fometimes 
xifes to dignity truly Pindarick ; and, if 
feme deficiencies of Language be for- 
given, his {trains are fuch as thofe of 
the Theban bard were to his contempo- 
raries : 

Begin the forig, and ilrikc the living 
lyre : 
Lo how the years to come, a numerous 
and well-fitted quir^. 
All hand in hand do decently advance. 
And to my fong with fmooth and equal 
meafure dance ; 
While the dance lafts, how long foe'cr 
itbe, " 

Mymufick's voice Ihall bear it company; 
• - Till 
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Till all gentle notes be drown'd 

In the laft trumpet's dreadful found. 

After fuch enthufiafm, who will not 
lament to find the poet conclude with 
lines like thefe I 

But flop, my Mufe — 
Hold thy Pindarick Pegafus clofely in. 

Which does to rage begin — 
— 'Tis an unruly and a hard-mouth'd 
horfe-T- 
^Twill no ^mskilful touch cndur^. 
But flings writer and reader too that fits 
not fure. 

The fault of Cowley, and perhaps of 
all the writers of the metaphyfical race, 
is that of purfuing his thoughts to 
^heir laft ramifications, by which he lofes 

the 
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the grandeur of generality ; for of the 
greateft things the parts are- little; 
what is little can be but pretty, and by 
claiming dignity becomes ridiculous. 
Thus all the power of defcription is 
deftroycd by a fcrupulous enumeration ; 
and the force of metaphors is loft, when 
the mind by the mention of particulars 
is turned more upon the original than 
the fecondary fenfe, more upon that 
from which the illuftration is drawn than 
that to which it is applied. 

Of this we have a very eminent 
example in the ode entitled, "itbe Mufe^ 
who goes to take the air in an intel- 
leftual chariot, to which he harneffes 
Fancy and Judgement, Wit and Elo- 
quence, Memory and Invention j how he 
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diftinguifhed Wit from F^ncy, or how 
Memory could properly contribute to 
Motion, he has not explained : we are 
however content to fuppofe th^t be 
could have juftified his own fidfcion, and 
wilh to fee the Mufe begin her career ; 
but there is yet more to be done. 

Let the poftilion Nature mount, and let 

The coachman Art be fet ; 

And let the airy footmen, running all 

befide, 
Make a long row of goodly pride ; 
Figures, conceits, raptures, and len- 

tences, . 
In a Well-worded drefs. 
And innocent loves, ind pleafant tr^ths> 

tod lafeful lies. 
In all their gaudy liveries* 
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Evtry mind is notv difgufted with 
this cumber of magnificence*; yeit I can- 
not refufe myfelf th^ four next lines : 

Mount, glorious queen, thy travelling 
throne. 

And bid it to put on ; 
For long though cheerful is the way, 
And life ahs allows but on^ ill winter's 
day. 

In the fame ode, celebrating the power 
of the Mufe, he gives her prefciencc, 
or, in poetical language, the forefight 
of events hatching in futurity ; but 
having once an egg in his mind, he can- 
not forbear to Ihew us that he knows 
what atn egg contains : 

I z Thou 
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Thou into the clofe nefts of time do'ft 
peep. 
And there with piercing eye 
Through the firm Ihell and the thick 
white doft fpy 
Years to come a-forming lie, 
Clofe in their facred fecundine afleep. 

The fame thought is more generally, 
and therefore more poetically, expreffed 
by Cafimir, a writer who has many of 
the beauties and faults of Cowley : 

Omnibus mundi Dominator horis 
Aptat urgendas.per inane pennas. 
Pars adhuc nido latet, & futuros 
Crefcit in annos. 

Cowley, whatever was his fubjed, 
fcems to have been carried, by a kind 

. ^ . of 
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of deftiny, to the light and the fami- 
liar, or to conceits which require Hill 
more ignoble epithets. A flaughter in 
the Red Sea, new dies the waters name ; 
and England, during the Civil War, was 
Mlnon no morey nor to he named from 
white. It is furely by fome fafcination 
not eafily furmounted, that a writer, 
profefEng to revive the nohlefi and highejl 
writing in verfcy makes tliis addrcfs to 
the new year : 

Nay, if thou lov'ft me, gentle year. 
Let not fo much as love be there. 
Vain fruitlefs love I mean ; for, gentle^ 
year. 

Although I fear, ^ 

There's of this caution little need, 
Yetj^ gentle year, take heed 

I 3 r- T How 
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How thou doft make 
Such a miftake ; 
Such love I mean alone 
As by thy cruel predeceffors has b«ca 

ihewn ; 
For, tho' I have too much caufc to 
doubt it, 
I fam v/Quld try, for once> if life ca^ 
live witlK)ut it* 

The reader of this will be inclined to 
cry out with Prior — 

Te Cviticks^fayy 

IIozp p09r to ibis was Pindar^sjiilet 

Even thofe who cannot perhaps find iit 
the Iflhmian orNemeaeanfcHigs what An- 
tiquity has difpofed thjem to expe^, will 
at leail fee that they are ill reprefented 
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fey fuch ptttiy pbetry j jtnd all will deter- 
mine that if tfils be the old Theban 
ftrain, it .is not Worthy of revival. 

To the difpropoftian and incongruity 
of Cowley's fentlments muft be added 
the uncertainty and loofenefs of his 
mcafurcs* He takes the liberty of ufing 
In arty place a vetfe of any length, from 
two fylhbles to twelve. The verfes of 
Pindar have, as he obferves, very little 
barmcaiy to a modern ear ; yet by exa- 
mining the fyllables we perceive theni 
to be regular,, and have reafbn enough 
for fuppofing that the ancient audiences 
were delighted with the found. The 
imitator ought therefore to have adopted 
what he found, and to have added what 
vas wanting ; Co have pf eferved a- con- 
I4. jQtant 
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llant return of the fame numbers, and 
to have fupplied fmoothnefs of tranfi- 
tion and continuity of thought. 

It is urged by Dr. Sprat, that the ir* 
regularity of numbers is the very thing 
which makes that kind of poefy fit for all 
manner offubjeds. But he fliould have 
remembered, that what is fit for every- 
thing can fit nothing welL The great 
pleafure of verfe arifes from the known 
meafure of the lines, and uniform ftruc- 
ture of the ftanzas, by which the voice 
is regulated, and the memory re- 
lieved. 

If the Pindarick ftile be, what Cow- 
ley thinks it, the highejl and noblejl kind 
of writing in verfe^ it can be adapted 
only to high and noble fubjedts ; and it 

will 
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will not be eafy to reconcile the poet 
with the critick, or to conceive how 
that can be the higheft kind of writing 
in verfe, which, according to Sprat, is 
chiefly to be preferred for its near affinity 
to profe. 

This lax and lawlefs verfification fo 
much concealed the deficiencies of the 
barren, and flattered the laizinefs of the 
idle, that it immediately overfpread our 
books of poetry ; all the boys and girls 
caught the pleafing faihion, and they 
that could do nothing elfe could write 
like Pindar, The rights of antiquity 
were invaded, and diforder tried to 
break into the Latin : a poem on the 
Sheldonian Theatre, in which all kinds 
of verfe are Ihaken together, is unhap- 

Digitized by V^OOQIC 



izz c a w L E y. 

pily ioferted mti^MifaAHgUtiina^ l^in- 
dai ifm prcmtled abov^ half a century ; 
Vut at laft died ^adiialfy away^ and 
fthev iimtatioDs fupply k& place. 

The Piadaiique Odes have fo long 
enjoyed the higheft degree of poetkal 
reptttatmit^ that I am not willing to 
difinifr them with unabated Genrfurei 
mi furely though the mode of their 
cocipofition be errooeons, yet nabany 
parts defenre at leaft that admitation 
which is due to great compiTehenfios 
of knawkdge, and great fertility of 
iiainicy^ The thoughts are oftea new^ 
and often ftriking; but the gveatneis of 
one part ia difgraced by the liktlenels. of 
another^ and total negligence of Ian** 
gu^g^ gives the nobleft conceptions the 

r I ^P^ 
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appearance of a fabrick aiig«l\ m th» 
plan, but mean in the materwia. Yet 
ftirely tbofe verfcs arc not witk)Bt % 
juft claim tQ. pieaifej of which ifi may 
be iard wkb truth, that no man but 
Cowley couW bav$ written them,. 

The Davtdeb now remains fo be coft* 
fidercd;. a poem which the author ^^ 
figneij to have extended to^ twchnt 
books, meiely, as hie makes noifempkr 
of declaring, becaufe the Eaieid hsd 
that aiambes ; but he had kifure or per-^ 
feverance only to write the thifd part^ 
Epick poems have been left unfinilhe^: 
by Virgil, Statius, Spenfer, and Cowley* 
That we have not the whole Davideis is, 
however, not miach to be regretted j 
for ia this undertaking Cowley h, tacitly 

at 
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it leait, confeffed to have mifcarried. 
There are not many examples of fo 
great a work, produced by an author 
generally read, and generally praifed, 
that has crept through a century with 
fo little regard. Whatever is faid of 
Cowley, is meant of his other works. 
Of the Davideis no mention is 
made; it never appears in books, nor 
emerges in converfation. By the Sfiec-^ 
tator it has once been quoted, and by 
Rymer it has once been praifed ; nor da 
I recoUedt much other notice from its 
publication till now, in the whole fuc- 
ceffion of Engliih literature. 

Of this obfcurity and negleft, if the 
reafon be inquired, it will be found 
partly in the chpice of the fubje<ft, 

T ^^^ 
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and partly in the performance of the 
work. 

Sacred Hrftory has been always read 
with fubmiffive reverence, and an ima- 
gination over-awed and controlled. We 
have been accuftomed to acquiefce in 
the nakednefs and fimplicity of, the au- 
thentick narrative, and to repofe on its 
veracity with fuch humble confidence, as 
fuppreffes curiofity. We go with the 
hiftorian as he goes, and flop with 
him when he Hops. AH amplification 
is frivolous and vain; all addition to 
that which is already fufEcient for the 
purpofes of religion, feems not only 
ufelefs, but in fome degree profane. 

Such events as were produced by 

the vifible interpofition of Pivine Power 

% arc 
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hxt above the power of Jfuriito genim 
to dignify^ The mirack of CreatidiT, 
however it may teem with images, is 
f>eft delbribed with Ikih diflfufioh of 
language: He /fake th^word^ and the) 
were maie^ 

' We afe told that Saul w^s trouiled 
wii^ .an evil fpirit : from this Cewlcy 
lakes an oppormnity of dcfcribing hell, 
iand telling the hiftory ,of Ltidfer^ who 
was, he fays, 
Ottce gi^heral of a gilded hoftof fprkesj 
' Like Hefper leading forth ^he fpangled 

nights.; 
But dowil like lightoing, Which him 

iftruck, hfc .came, 
' An4 I'oar^d at his fiVft pluAgfe into the 

flame:, 

^ . Lucifer 
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Lucifer makes a fpeech to the infe- 
rior agents of mifchief, in which there 
is fomething of heatheeifm^ and theft- 
fore of impropriety ; an(J> to give ef- 
ficacy to his words, concludes by lalhirTg 
his breajl with his long iaiL Envy, 
after a paufe, fteps out, and among 
other declarations of her zeal utters 
thefe lines : 

Do thou but threat, loud ftorms Ihall 

make reply. 
And thunder echo to the trembling 

sky* 
Whilft raging feas fwell to fo bold aa 

height. 
As ihall th« fire's Iprwd element afr 

frights 

Th* 
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• Th^ old drudging Sun, from his long* 
beaten way. 

Shall at thy voice ftart, and milguide 
the day. 

The jocund orbs fliall break their mea- 
fur'd pace. 

And ftubborn Poles change their al- 
lotted place. 

Heaven's gilded troops fliall flutter here 
and there, 

Leaving their boafting fongs tun*d to a 
fphere. 

Every reader feels himfelf weary with 
this ufelefs talk of an allegorical Being. 
It is not only when the events are 
confefledly miraculous, that fancy and 
fidtidn lofe their effed : the whole fyftem 

of 
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of life, while the Theocracy wais yet* 
vifible, has an appearance fo' different' 
from all other fcenes of human adtion, 
that the reader of the Sacred Volume 
habitually considers it as a peculiar 
mode of exiftence of a diftindt fpecies 
of mankind, that lived and -a&ed with 
manners uncommunicable ; fo that it is 
difficult even for imagination to place 
us in the ftate of them whofe ftory is 
related, and by confequence their joys 
and griefs are not eafily adopted, nor' 
can the attention be often intercfted' in " 
any thing that tefals them. - * 

To the fubjeft, thus originally indif- 
pofed to the reception of poetical cm* 
bellilhments, the writer brought little 
that could reconcile impatience, or at- 
K V 
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tra^ curiofity. Nptl^ipg. caji, be. more 
difgufting than a narrative fpaingled w;th 
conceits, and. conceits are all t^at the 
Davideis fupplies* 

One of the great fources of . poetjcal 
delight is defcription, or the power of 
prefentinjg piSures to the mind. Cow- 
ley gives inferences inftead of. images, 
and fl^ews not what may be. fuppofibd to 
have been fecn, but wh^t thpughts the 
fijght migjit liave fuggefted. When 
Virgil defcribes the ftope which Tfin\us 
lifted againft w^eas, he fixes the fitten- 
tion on its bulk and weights 

Saxum circumfpicit ingens, 
Saxum antiquum, ingens, campo qui 
forte jacebat. 

Limes 
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Limes- ejgrapofitus, litem'ut difcetrietct 
arvis* 

Cowley fays of the ftone . wirfi which 
Cam flew his l^rother,, 

I faw him fling the Hone, as.ifhie'meant 
At once his murther-and his mouumfiynt* 

OF the fword' taken from Goliah, he 
fays, 
A fwxjrd fo great, that it was only fit 
To cut off his great head that came 
with it. 

Other poets describe death by fome . 
of its common appearances; Cowley 
fay 5^ .with a learned Mlufion to fepulchral 
lamps real or fabulous^ 

Ka : Twixt 
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*Twixt bis right ribs, deep pierc*d the 

furious blade. 
And opened wide thofe fecret veflels 
*• *' 'where* ' ' ' • • ^ • * 
Life's light goes out, when firft they let 
• in air. 

• But he has allufibns vulgar as well as 
learned,. , In a. vifipnary fuccefSon of 
kings : 
Joas at firft does bright and glorious 

Ihow, 
In lifers frelh morn his fame does early 
crow. 

Defcribing ah undifciplined army, af- 
ter having faid with elegance, 
*His forces feem'd no army, but a crowd 
Heartlefs, unarmM, diforderly, -and 
\Ioud; 
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he gives them 'a fit of tjie ague. 

The allufions however are not always 
to vulgar things r 
The king was plac'd alone, and o'er his 
-• - iead '' : '* ' • ■ • ' 

A well •wrou'ght h^av^n of filk arid goM 
was fpread. 

Whatever he rwritei is ajways polluted 

with 'fame con^ceJt : '? ' . : : ; 

Where the fun's fruitful beams :give 

Oi^tals birth, ^^ • .., . , :• 

Wliere he the growth of fatal gold does 

Gold, which alone more influence has 
' * than he. ^ , -^ 

"In one pafTage W ftarts a firdden 
queftion, to the confufion pf philofo- 
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Ye learned heads, whom ivy garlan4s 

^rac£. 
Why does that twining plant the ^ak 

., embrace? 
The oak, for courtfliip moft of aM unfit. 
And rough as are the .>vind& that .fight 
with it. 

His exprefljons have fomctimes aTQe- 
gree of meannefs that Ibrpaffes e»J)tfda^ 
tioh: 
Nay, gentle guefts,, 'he cries, fincc now 

you're in. 
The ftory of your gallant frien3'begin^ 

In a fimik defcriptive of the mcrxning :. 

As,gljmmMng^ ftars juft.^t th* approach. 

. of day, ' , 

CafhierM by troops,, at laft drop all away^ 
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T^Ke afefs'i)f' Gabriel deferves atten- 
ticfn*: 
He took for fkin a cloud nioil foft and 

bright,. 
That e'er the midday fun pierc*d thro' 

with li^t. 
Upon his cheeks a lively blulh he fpread, 
Wafli'd froni the morning beauties deep- 

: eft,red^,,^ 
An harmlefs flattering mctepr fhone for 

hair, . . i , ' 
And fell adown his fhoulders witii loofe 

. c^re ; . : . 
He cms out ajfiUg mantle fronj^ the Okies', 
Where the pc^, fpritely azojre pleased 

the ey^s; ;. ,- ,• . . . 

This he. with ftany vapows.^'inkles allV 
Took in their prime ere they grow ripe 
* ' and fall ; r- t 
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0£ a nipw r^bbow, erc itj^ret oFj fade. 
The choiceft piece cut out, a fcarfe^is 
. made. , • .-^ ., % . 

This h a juft fpecimeff of Cowley's 
imagery :^*^hat might iH general expref- 
iions be great and forcilile^' hie weakens 
•and mafce^^ ridiculous- try t)ranching it 
into fmall parts. 'ThatGatiH^l Was in- 
vefted with the fofteft onferrgiiteft co- 
lours of the sky,? wfe mi^Iit haVe been 
told, and difmifled to improve the idea in 
our differerit proportiods^'bf • conception; 
but Cowley could not let us go till he 
hadrelatea-wTiereGabrieFg^^^ firft Kis 
skin, ind rftAi his miant!e,--lhen' his lace, 
and then his fcarfe, and refated it in the 
ternii^of ^the'mercef andthetaylor;' • 

^ ^» , . Some« 

I 1 !.• . J 
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Someqmes heJ^dulges- himfelf nn a 

digrefBon^ always conceived *with h^ 

natural exi^beraijicej^ and coiiimpnly, even 

where it 4s ijot-Jpng,' continued till^ it is 

tedious : .. . '. . r .. . ^ 

r th' library afeW choice authors Hood, 

Yet 'twasfisvell ftorfd; for that fina^l 

ftQr6CJras.gQod; . . "::^ : 

Writing, t .m^n-s . fpiuitual . phyfic, wai 

not .then • * , : \. , ■ : 
Itfelf, asnow,^grown a.difeafeof men; 
Learning (young virgin) but few.fuitors 
kncwvi^ , ;t .i £ ' 

. The pogimonprpftitutefltel^tfclygrcwi 
And with the fpurious bf:ood Jt>ads no* 
the pjrefti .-' • . ; -:.uyJ^ - ; 
Laborious ipffe^s of i<Uenc^5 1 : 

'" ' " " ^''"""" As 
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As iHt *DaVicl€ft aaSbr^fe 'titil^ 'four 

*coIw, 'thiktgh irii!erf3ea %o'^c'6*^i of 

^twdve, ^hefe h to oppiitft^ fbrfucli \ 

«€ritkif?n ^ fij)ifck piieirikJ tbfninbtily ' 

fupply. The plan of the whbfe i^6tk 

h vciy iiApetMtif ite^6 Bjr the third 

4»rt. The duratit^h <if *» tfriiinillied 

adion cannot be kiidWH. Of chbraders 

cither dot yet Il*f<)4ti€^j 6r<flfe^hKut 

upon few occafions, the ftfll ejttint and 

the'n>ce diftrhfiatbftJ cdtitlftt be afek- 

taifted. Thte' [fa1>lfe i8 plaSiily iriiplex, 

formed rather from the ©tffflSy than 

the liiflidJ; aftiJ ihtoy mifieK^bf tiiverfi- 

iicaftkitr^aire ^^^tb^^y .Wli^^ die skill of 

a man acquainted with th^ bbft models. 

The paflj &> «^tfllei-%'Ain«itibft,' ahd 

the future anticipated by vifion : but he 

has 
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iias hcai '£o>Ad!^iiik ioT iiB..|H>otical art, 
that it is difficult to inta^he how he 
oHild fiU. tagh;t.b6t>k& moiic vntkifat 
pradj&iig^a^in the £ub^ modes of dif- 
po&ig hi^ matter; and perhaps the pep^ 
ceptiaa of this -growing incumbrance in^ 
clkied him to 4lop. By this :abruptk)n> 
pofter^ty. loft imore inftru&ion than de^ 
light, {f the, ' CKHitinuat^oa . pf . the Dar 
videis c^ l^e r^i:Skd^ it is. for the les^rnf 
ing that ha4 \^ra diSufed over it, an<^ 
the not^ -iiv ^hich it hjad/b^en ex.* 
plained. > r[ ,. . * . 

Had not hU, chaca^r^^ef^^ depraved^ 
like ev^ jpthftr- p^rt? by ^ijijpropcar de-j. 
corationSft they «^ld* fefWrjdefeiived? un^p 
commoti pfSfife He gjves- Saql bot^ 
the body %*<i j#Qd of a h«rQ^;. > - , 

r Hia 
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, His way .on<K chofe^'.he'fonvard thnift 

outrighty i '.'.:' ^ »•? . 

Nor rum^d afide for dmgcr of delight. 

"And the different beauties of >the lofty 
Merah and the'', gentle Michbl - arc very 
juftly conceived and ftrongly painted, 
«' Rymer 'has declared* thfe DttVideis fu- 
•peribr to the ferufakm ^f^ajjo^ *T which, 
fays he^ the poet, with all 'his care, 
iias hot totally- purged ffbW^ pedantry/* 
Jf 'l)y pedan^ty is mearlt that minute 
knowledge whicH^ is def ive^-fronFi parti* 
cular fciences and ftiidies, in oppofition 
to the gefnfera! notions iupplied by a wide 
ftirVey of 'Iffe and bature^ Cowley cer- 
tainly errs, b])r Ihtrodtiifeg^ pedantry far 
fcibte frequehtiji tliata TaflS;: I know 
not^-indeedj why they ftbttta be i^om- 
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l^ared, fpr. ithe refemblance of Cow- 
ley's work to Taflb's, is only that they 
both exhibit the agency of celeftial and 
infernal fpirits, in which- however they 
diflfer widely ; for CowJey fuppofcs them 
commonly to operate upon the mind 
by fuggeftion ; Taflb reprefents them as 
promoting or oblirudling. events by ex* 
temal agency. 

Of particular paflages that can l:>e 
properly compared,. I remember only 
the defcriptioa.of Heaven, in which- 
tl^ different manner of the two writers 
is fufficiently difceijiible% v. Cowley -s is- 
fcarcely defctiption, unlefs it bepofiible' 
to defcf ibe iSy negative^ ;. for he tells uS' 
Qnly what there is. not in heaven; Taflo' 
endeavours to reprefent the fpkndouts 
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a^Ki'pleaAiFje»Tof{ the regions- of happl- 
])ef$« Taflb:affi)r4s images, andX>d^'ley 
femime&^s*. It happens^ /however^ that 
Ta(|b'fi«d6fcri|>tibn.affoirds.fom€! reafoB for 
|Ui)i;merrs ceofurfi. Mefajs<of tbe Su- 
prieme Beings 

Ha fotto 1 piedi^e f^^to e la natura' 
Mmiftri hurniHy e'l moto, e chH mifura. 

1/h^) fcfumd :liike • hfl)5 is it qtm>re of pe- 
4101^1 tl»mi?:iprrhip$<, can be' f^uod' ia 
aii.y^mheif f^aMa^'. the poeou 

Iiiit^7pieeuiiilHaf':the I>aV^^ as<^ 
11^ Cowloyts wwksy w&>fi}id wit and 
k^nioguopfo&aiadyfcpjifi^riKd. A^en- 
t«oa has no relief; ; tfa)i.:!ifie(^0ii8^ are- ne^^ 
vermovedjs .we ateifontetkne&'fuitpri&d^ 
lHit<neveriddlghtad^ and fiftd much to* 

4admire9 
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afjmire, l^pt Ijule i t^.apptoycu Stillliow-- 
ever it is the work of Cowley, of a mindi 
capaciffu^jl^y i^^t^i^y siodi rqileniihed by 
fl?u4y^f . - ' 

In thp gp?>q)r^)i. rey.i^w. of CowJef^si 
poetry it will b^.fqun^^ that. he. wrote- 
vy:ith.abunda^t fertility, b[ut-ncgligent>or* 
uriskil(ul::fiplf^Sbi(»j; . with.muchitfaoughty > 
bwt with, little iai?igery ; that heij. never .• 
path<euck> an4 rarely fuWime, butalways ^ 
either; ingenious or learnecj, either acute -> 
or profound^ 

It isfaidahyuDeohaftx in-hiielegy. 
To him no author was unknown ; 
Ye? wfeitl.hfiJwr,it\wa&;aU'hi&x)wn.. 

Tkis.wide^ pofitnito requires left limi-i 
tation^ when it,-.is affirmed df Cowley * 
than^ pcdiaps-of any other poet • 
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He read much, and yet borrowed 

little. .. 

^ His charader of writing was indeed 
not his own : he unhappily adopted 
that which wa» predominant. He faw 
a- certain way to prefent praife, and not 

fiifficiently enquiring by what means 
tl^e ancients, have continued to delight 
through ail the <:hanges of human man- 
ners, he contented himfelf with a de- 
ciduous laurel, of which the verdure 
in its fpring was bright and gay, but 
which time has been continually ftealing 
fronj iiis brows. 

He was in . his own time confidered 
zi-qf lui^rivalled excellence. . Clarendon 
repref^nts' him as having taken a ^^ght 
b^pnd all that went bqj^prQ hitn ; and 

r I Mil- 
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Miltoi> is faid to. have declared, that the 
three greateft Englifli poets were Spen- 
fer, Shakefpeare, and Cowley. 

H^s manner he had in common with 
others ; but his fenticnents were his own. 
Upon every fubjeft he thought for him- 
felf ; and fuch was his copioufncfs of 
knowledge, that fomething at once re- 
mote and applicable ruflied into his 
mind; yet it is not likely that he al- 
ways rejefted a commodious idea mere- 
ly becaufe another had ufed it : his 
known wealth was. fo great, that he 
might have borrowed without lofs of 
credit. 

In his elegy on Sir Henry Wotton, 
the laft lines have fuch refemblanee to 
the noble epigram of Grotius upon the 

death 
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death of Sealiget, that I carthot Ijut 
think them copied froiti h, though th^ 
arc copied by no fervlle hand% 

One patfage in his Uljtnfi is fo ap^ 
patently borrowed from Donne, fhatie 
probably would liot have written it, *had 
it not mingled with his own thou^ts, 
fo as that he did not pereeive himlelf 
taking it from another. 
Altho'Ithink thou neVef found wilt be, 
Yet I'm refolv'd to fearch fot thee J 
The fearch itfelf rewards the pairis. 
So, tho' the chymic his great fecret mlfs, 
(Por neither it in Art nOf Nature is) 
Yet things well worth his toil he gains.: 
And, does his charge and labour pay 
With good unfought e^cperiments by the 
Way. GoWLEY. 
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Some that have deeper digged Love's 
mine than I^ 
Say, where his centric happinefs doth 
lie: 
I have lov'd, and got, and told ; 
But Ihould I love, get, tell, till I were 

old, 
I ihould mot find that hidden myftery ; 

Oh, 'tis im^pofture all ; 
And as no chymic yet th' eHxir got. 
But glories his pregnant pot. 
If by th^ way to him befal 
^ome odoriferous thing, or med^cinai^ 
So, lovers dream a rich and long delight^ 
But get a tnater<feeming (uniiner's 
night, 

DotmR 

Lz It 
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• It IB related by Clarendon, that Gow- 
ley always acknowledged his obligation 
to the kambg and induftry of Jonfon, 
but I have found no traces of Jonfon 
in his works ; to emulate Donne appears 
to .have been his purpofe ; and fronai 
Donne he may have learned that fa- 
miliarityiivith religious images, and that 
light allufion to facred things, by which 
readers far Ihort of fandity are frequently 
offended; and which would not be borne 
in the prefent age, when devotion, 
perfiaps.not more fervent, is more deli- 
xsate. 

Having produced one paffage taken 
by Cowley from Donne, 1 ^will recom- 
.penferliim by another which Milton 

feems 
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feems to have borrowed. from bim^ He ^ 
fays of Goliah, ^ 

His fpear, the trunk was of a lofty tree,. 
Which Nature meant fome tall ihipV 
maft Ihould be. 

Milton of Satan, 
Hisfpear, to equal which the talleflpine 
Hewn on Norwegian hills, to be the maflf 
Of fome great admiral, were but a wand. 
He walkM with. — 

His didiion was in his own time cent- 
lured as negligent. He fcems not to 
have known, or not to have confidered, 
that words being arbitrary muft owe 
their power to aflbciation, and have the 
influence, and. that only,, which cuftom 
has given them. Language is the drefs 
L3 of 
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of thought ; and as the nobleft mien^ 
or moft graceful adtion, would be de- 
graded and obfcured by a garb appro- 
priated to the groii employments of 
rufticks or mechanicks, fa the moft he- 
roick fentiments will lofe their efficacy, 
and the moft fplcndid ideas drop their 
magnificence, if they are conveyed by 
words ufed commonly upon low and 
trivial occafions, debafed by vulgar 
mouths, and contaminated by inelegant 
applications^ 

• Truth indeed is always truth, and 
reafon is always reafon; they have an 
intrinfick and unalterable value, and 
conftitute that intellednal gold which 
defies deftruftion : but gold may be fo 
4 Gon- 
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ffonc^aled in h^cv matter that only a 
chymift can recover it, feni^ pay t)^ fp 
hidden in vmr^fiued and plebeian wQrds^ 
that npne but phiU)lbphers can dillin- 
gqiih it ; ai\d both jcnay be fo buried in 
ijmpuritiea, as wt to pay tfe^ coft of 
their extraftion. 

The dwiion bebg the vehicle of th^ 
thoughts,, firft prefents itfelf to the in- 
teUe&ual eye; and if th^ firfl: ap- - 
pearance offends, a further knowledge 
IS not often fought. Whatever profefles • 
XQ benefit by pleafing, muft pleafe at 
once.- The pleafures of reafon .imply 
fomething fudden and unexpeded ; that 
which elevates muft always furprife. 
What is perceived by flow .degrees- 
jnay gratify us with the confcioufnefs 
L4 of 
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of improvement, but will never ftrike 
with the fenfe of pleafure. 

Of all this, Cowley feems to have 
been without knowledge, or without 
care. He makes no fejedtion of words, 
nor feeks any neatnefs of phrafe : he has 
no elegancies either lucky or elaborate ; 
as his endeavours wene rather to imprefs 
fentences upon the Underftanding than 
images on the fancy, he has few epi- 
thets, and thofe fcattered without pecu- 
liar propriety or nice adaptation. It 
feems to follow from the neceflity of 
the fubjedt, rather than the care of the 
writer, that the didion of his heroick 
poem is lefs familiar than that of his 
flighteft writings. He has given not the 
fame numbers, but the fame diftion to 

the 
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the gentle Anacreon and the tempefhious 
Pindar. 

His verfification feems to have had 
very little of his care; and if what 
he thinks be true, that his numbers 
are unmufical only when they are ill 
read, the art of reading them* is at 
prefent loft; for they are commonly 
harih to modern ears. He has indeed 
many noble lines, fuch as the feeble 
care of Waller never could produce 
The bulk of his thoughts fometimes 
fwelled his verfe to unexped:ed and ine- 
vitable grandeur ; but his excellence of 
this kind is merely fortuitous : he finks 
willingly down to his general careleff- 
nefs, and avoids with very little care 
either meannefs or afperity. 

2 His 
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His coixtra^oBs are of ceo rugged zoA 
harfli: 

One flings a mountain, and its rivers too 
Tom up witVt.— 

His rhymes are very ofteu made by 
pronouns or particles, or jthe like unim- 
portant words, which dilappoinjt the ear, 
and deftroy the energy of the line. . * 

His combinatioa of different meafures 
is fometimes dlfTonant and uopleafing ; 
he joins verfes together, of which the for* 
mer does not Hide eafijy into the latter. 

The words do and did, which fo much 
degrade in prefent eftimation the line 
that admits them, were in the time 
of Cowley little cenfured or avoided : 
how often he ufed them, and with how 

bad 
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bad an e&d^ at leitfi to ow ears, will 
appear by a paflkgc, in which every 
reader will lament to fee juft and noble 
thoughts defrauded of th«lr praife by 
inelegance of language : 
Where honour or where ccmfcience do^s^ 
not bind. 

No other law fhall Ihackle rpe. 

Slave to myfelf I ne'er will be ; 
Nor fliall my future adtions be confinM ' 

By my own prefent mind. 
Who, by refolves and vows engaged does 
(land 

For days, that yet belong to fate, , 
Does like an unthrift nxirtgage his eftatCr- 

Before it falls into his hand, 

Tne bondman of the cloifter fo, 
All that he ((oes receive does always oWc 

And 
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And ftill as Time come in,, it goes away. 

Not to enjoy, but debts to pay. 
Unhappy flave, and pupil to a bell ! 
Which his hours* work as well as hours 

does tell : 
Unhappy till the laft, the kind releafing 

knelU 

His heroick lines are often formed of 
monofyllables ; but yet they are fome- 
times fweet and fonorous. 

He fays of the Meffiah, 

Round the whole earth his dreaded name 

fliall founds 
And reach to worlds that muji not yet be 

founds 

In another place, of David, 

Yet 
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Yet bid him go fecurely, when he fends ;- 
^'Tis Saul that is his foe ^ and we bisfriendsw 
The man who has his God, no aid can lackj 
And we who bid him go, will bring him 
bach 

He did not write without attempting 
an improved and fcientifick verfifica- 
tion ; of which it will be befl to give 
his own account fubjoined to this 
line. 

Nor can the ,glory contain itfelf in 
th' endlefs fpace. 

^* I am forry that it is neceffary to ad7 
" monifh the moft part of readers, that 
*^ it IS not by negligence that this verfe ii5 
** fo loofe, long, and, as it were, vail ; it 
** is to paint in the number the nature 

u of 
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-^ of the thing which it defcribes^ whick 
* ** I would have obfcrved in divers other 
** places of this, poem, that clfe will pafi 
-^ for very.carelefe v^es : as beftire, 
Jlnd ovef^rum the neighboring fields with 
violent courfe* 

• ^* In the fecond book i 

.Down a precipice deep, down he cafts them 
all.— 

^«— And, 

}ind fell a-down his Jhoulders with koji 
care. 

"'Mn the third, 

Brafs was his helmet y bis boots brafs^ and 

der 
Bis breaji a tbitik plate tf brafs he wore. 

«* In 
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JJkefm^fairflm ^e^lp^ing alt it^ipuh^ 

Hit ^9od. 
* And, 
^(TiTie from the roeki iqfi tkemfohii J&am 

headhng. 
" And many more : but it is enough t^ 
" iftftance in a few. The thing is, that 
" the difpofition of words and number* 
*^ fliould be fuch, as that, dut of the or* 
^' Atx and found of them, the things 
" thenifelv^^ may be reprefcnted. Thifc 
" the Greeks were not fo accurstte as ta 
*' bind themfelves U ; neither have ouf 
" Englifli poets obferved it, for aught I 
" can find* The Latins {qui mufas volant 
^^ fewri&rei) fometimes did it, and th^it 
** prince, Virgil, always : In whom the 
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*^ examples are innumerable, and taken- 
*/ notice of by all judicious men, fo that 
^* it is fuperfluous to collcft them." 

1 know not whether he has, in many 
of thefe iftftarices, attained the reprefen- 
tation or refemblance that he purpofes. 
yerfe can imitate only found and mo- 
tion. A boundlefs veffe, a headlong verfe, 
and a verfe of hrafs or of Jirmg hrafsy 
feem to comprife very incongruous and 
unfociable ideas. What there is pecu- 
liar in the found of the line expreflSng 
loofe car€y I cannot difcover; nor why 
the pine is taller in an Alexandrine than 
in ten fyllables. 

But, not to defraud him of his due 
praife, he has given one example of re- 

pre- 
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prefentative verfification, which perhaps 
no other Englilh line can equal : 
Begin, be bold, and venture to be wife. 
He who defers this work from day to 

day. 
Does on a river's bank expefting (lay 
Till the whole ftream that flopped him 

fliall be gone. 
Which runs, and as it runs, for ever Jhall 
run on. 

Cowley was, I believe, the firft poet 
that mingled Alexandrines at pleafure 
with the common heroick often fyllables, 
and from him Dryden borrowed the 
practice, whether ornamental or licen- 
tious. He confidered the verfe of 
twelve fyllables as elevated and majef- 
tick, and has therefore deviated into that 
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meafure when he fuppofes the voice 
heard of the Supreme Being. 

The Author of the Davideis is com- 
mended by Dryden for having written 
it in couplets, becaufe he difcovered that 
any ftafF was too lyrical for an heroick 
poem; but this feems to have been 
known before by Afay and Sandys, the 
tranflators of the Pharfalia and the Me- 
tamorphofes. 

In the Davideis are fomc hemiftichs, 
or verfes left imperfeA by the author, 
in imitation of Virgil, whom he fuppofes 
not to have intended to complete them : 
that this opinion is erroneous may be pro- 
bably concluded, becaufe this, truncation 
is imitated by no fubfequent Roman 
poet; becaufe Virgil himfelf filled up 

^ . one 
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one broken line in the heat of recita- 
tion ; becaufe in one the fenfe is now 
unfiniihed ; and becaufe all that can be 
done by a broken verfe, a line inter- 
kStcd by a cejura and a full ftop will 
equally cffeQ:. 

Of triplets in his Davideis he makes 
no ufe, and perhaps did not at firft 
think them allowable; but he appears 
afterwards to have changed his mind, 
for in the verfes on the government of 
Cromwel he inferts them liberally with 
great happinefs. 

After fo much criticifm on his Poems, 
the Effays which accompany them muffi 
not be forgotten. What is faid by 
Sprat of his converfation, tha^ no man 
could draw from it any fufpicion of 
his excellence in poetry, may be ar 

, JooqIc 

M2 ^ 



i64 C O W L E Y. 

to thefe compofitions. No author ever 
kept his verfe and his profe at a greater 
diftance from each other. His thoughts 
are natural, and his ftile has a fmooth 
and placid equability, which has never 
yet; obtained its due commendation. 
Nothing is far-fought, or hard-laboured; 
but ^11 is eafy without feeblenefs, and 
familiar without groffnefs. 

It has been obferved by-Felton, in his 
Effay on the Claflkks, that Cowley was 
beloved by every Mufe that he courted; 
and that he has rivalled the Ancients in 
every kind of poetry but tragedy. 

It may be afErmed, without any en- 
comiaftick fervour, that he brought to 
his poetick labours a mind replete with 
learning, and that his pages are embcl- 

r- T Hflied 
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liihed with all the ornaments which books 
could fupply ; that he was the firft who 
imparted to Engliih numbers the enthu- 
fiafm of the greater ode, and the gaiety 
of the lefs ; that he was equally qualified 
for fpritely fallies, and for lofty flights ; 
that he was among thofe who freed 
tranflation from fervility, and inftead of 
following his author at a diftance, walked 
by his fide ; and that if he left verfifica- 
tion yet improvable, he left likewifc 
from time to time fuch fpecimens of 
excellence as enabled fucceeding poets 
to improve it. 
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EDMUND WALLER was born 
' 0n the third ofMarch^ 1605, ^* 
CoWhill in Hertfordihire* His father 
was Robert Waller, Efquire, of Ag- 
mondelham in Buckinghamfhire, whofe 
-family was originally a branch of the 
Xentiih Wallers.; and his mother was 
ithe daughter' of John Hampden^ of 
flamypden in the fame county, and 
iifter to Hampden^ the zealot of rebel- 
lion« 

b His 
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His father died while he was yet an 
infant, but left him an yearly income 
of three thoufand five hundred pounds; 
which, rating together the value of 
money and the cuftoms of life, we may 
reckon more than equivalent to ten 
thoufand at the prefent time. 

He was educated, by the care of his 
mother, at Eaton; and removed af- 
terwards to King's College in Cam- 
bridge. He was fent to parliament iri 
his eighteenth, if not in his fixteenth 
year, and frequented the court of James 
the Firft, where he heard a very re- 
markable converfation, which the writer 
of the Life prefixed to his Works, who 
feems to have been well informed of 
fads, though he may fometimes err » in 

chrono- 
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chronology, has delivered as indubita- 
bly certain. 

" He found Dr. Andrews, bifhop of 
" Winchefter, and Dr. Neale, bilhop of 
" Durham, (landing behind his Ma- 
"jefty's chair; and there happened 
" fomething extraordinary,*' continues 
this writer, ^^ in the converfation thofe 
" prelates had with the king, on which 
" Mr. Waller did often refleft. Hi* 
" majefly aiked the bilhops, " My lords, 
" cannot I take my fubjedfa money, 
" when I want it, without all this for- 
" mality of parliament ?!* The biflxop 
*' of Durham readily anfwered, *^ God 
" forbid. Sir, but you fliould : you arq 
" the breath of our noftrils.'' Where- 
** upon the king turned and faid ta 
b 2 *' the 
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« the bilhop of Wincheftef , ^^ Well, 
'* my lord, what fay you ?** ^' Sir, re- 
^' plied the bifhop, I have no fkill to 
^^ judge of parliamentary cafes/' The 
'* king anfwered, " No put-ofFs, my 
*^ lord ; anfwer me prefently.'\ ^* Then, 
*^ Sir, faid he, I think it is lawful for 
*^ you to take my brother Neale's mo- 
'* ney ; for he offers it/' Mr. Waller 
** faid the company was pleafed with 
*' this anfwer, and the wit of it feemed 
^^ to affeft the king; for, a certain lord 
'* coAiing in foon after, his majefty 
*^ cried Oitt, "Oh, my lord, they fay 
** you lig with my lady.*' ** No, Sir, 
*^ fays his lordlhip in confufion, but I 
'* like her company, becaufe ihe has fo 
** much wit." *^ Why then, fays the 
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*^ kmg, do you not llg with my lord 
" of Winchefter there?'' 

Waller's political and poetical life,be«y 
gan nearly togetheri^ In his eighteenth 
year he wrote the poem that appears firft 
in his works, on " the Prince's Efcapc 
^^ at St. Andero ;" a piece. which juftir 
fies the obfervation made by one of his 
editors, that he- attained, by a felicity. 
like inftindt, a ftile which perhaps will 
never be obfolete ; and that, " were we 
" to judge only by . the wording, we 
" could not Jcnow what was wrqte at 
" twenty, and what at fourfgore." Hijs 
verfification was in his firft eflay, fuch 
as it appears in his laft performance. By 
the perufal of Fairfax's tranflatjon of 
Taflbj to which, as Dryden relates,, h^ 
h ^ n ■ con- 
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tonfefled - himfelf indebted for the 
finoothnefs of his numbers, and, by his 
own nicety of obfervation, he had al- 
ready formed fuch a fyftcm of metrical 
harmony as he never afterwards much 
needed, or much endeavoured to im- 
prove. Denham correfted his numbers 
by experience, and gained ground gra- 
dually upon the ruggednefs of his age ; 
but what was acquired by Denham, was 
inherited by Waller. 

The next poem, of which the fubje<9: 
feems to fix the time, is fuppofed by 
Mr. Fenton to be the Addrefs to the 
Queen, which he confiders as congra- 
tulating her arrival, in Waller's twen- 
tieth year. He is apparently miftaken ; 
for the mention of the nation's obliga- 
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tions to her frequent pregnancy, proves 
that it was written when ihe had brought 
many children. We have therefore no 
date of any other poetical produftion 
before that which the murder of the 
duke of Buckingham occafioned : the 
fteadinefs with which the king received 
the news in the chapel, deferved indeed 
to be refcued from oblivion. 

Neither of thefe pieces feem to have 
been the Hidden effufion of fancy. 
In one the predidlion of the marriage 
with the princefs of France, which mufl 
have been written after the event; in 
the other, the promifes of the king's 
kindnefs to the defcendants of Bucking- ' 
ham, which could not be known till it , 
had appeared by its effc^^s ; Ihew that j 
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tune was taken for revifion and improve-r 
ment.^ It Is not indteed known that they 
ifirere publiihed till th^y appeared long 
^erwards with other poeips*. 

Waljer was not ope of thofe idolaters^ 
of praife who cultivate their, mijids at- 
the expence of theLp fortunes* Rich a^^ 
he was by inheritance^ he took car^ 
early to grow richer by marrying Mis^ 
Banks^ a great heirefs in the city^ whom, 
the iotereH of the <;ourt was employ e4^ 
to obtain, for Mr^ Crofts^ Having: 
brought him a.&n,. who died young,, 
and a daughter, wha waa afterwardt* 
married to Mr^Dbrmei: of Oxfordlhire, 
file died in childbed, and left him a 
widower of about five and twenty^ gay 

ind 
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^ad wealithy^ to pleafe himfelf mthx 
^mother marriage^ 

Being too young to refill beauty, and' 
probably too vain, to think himfelf re- 
fiftible, he fixed his hearty perhaps- 
half fgndly and half ambitioufly^, upon^ 
the lady Dorothea Sidnjey,. eldeft daugh-- 
ter o£ the earl of Leicefter,, whom he 
aourted by all the poetry in which S4- 
eharifla is 'celebrated ;. the name is de- 
rived from the Latin appellation oifugar^^ 
and implies, if it means any thing, a. 
fgiritlefs mildnefs, and dull good-nature,,, 
liich as exciter rather tendernefs tham 
efieem,, and fuch as, though always^* 
treated with kindnefs, is never honoured! 
Qt admired» 
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Yet he defcribes Sacharifla as a 
fublime predominating beauty, of lofty 
charms, and imperious influence, on 
whom he looks with amazement rather 
tlian fondnefs, whofe chains he wiihes, 
though in vain, to break, and whofe pre- 
fence is wine that inflames to tnadnefs. 

His acquaintance with this high-born 
dame gave wit no opportunity of boaft- 
ing its influence ; flie was not to be fub- 
dued by the powers of verfe, but re- 
jefted his addrefles, it is faid, with dif- 
dain, and drove him away to folace his 
difappointment with Amoret or Phillis. 
She married in 1639 the earl of Sun- 
derland, who died at Nev;berry in the 
king's caufe ; and, in her old age, meer- 
tnor rnrnewhere with Waller, alked him, 
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when he would again write fuch verfes 
upon her ; ^^ When you are as young, 
** Madam, faid he, and as handfome, as 
^^ you were then." 

In this part of his life it was that he 
was known to Clarendon, among the 
reft of the men who were eminent in 
that age for genius and literature ; but 
known fo little to his advantage, that 
they who read his charadrer will not 
much condemn Sachariffa, that Ihe did 
not defcend from her rank to his em- 
braces, nor think every excellence com- 
prifed in wit. 

The lady was, ind.'^ed, inexorable*; 
but his uncommon qualifications, though 
they had no power upon her, recom- 
mended him to the moft illuftrious 
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fcholars and ftatefmen; and undoubtedly 
many beauties of that, time, however 
they might receive his love, were proud 
of his praifes. Who they were, whoni 
he dignifies with poetical names, can- 
not now be known. Amoret, accord- 
ing to Mr, Fenton, was the lady Sophia 
Murray. Perhaps by traditions preferved 
in families more may be difcovered. 

From the verfes written at Penfliurft, 
it has been collected that he diverted 
his difappointment by a voyage j and 
his biographers, from his poem on the 
Whales, think it not improbable that 
he vifited the Bermudas ; but it fcems 
much more likely that he Ihould amufe 
himfclf with forming an imaginary 
fcene, than that fo important an inci- 

^ dent. 
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dent, as a vifit to America, Ihould have 
been left floating in conjedtural proba- 
bility. 

From his twenty-eighth to his thirty- 
fifth year, he wrote his pieces on the 
Reduftion of Sallee ; on the Reparation 
of St. Paurs ; to the King on his Navy; 
the panegyrick on the Queen Mother ; 
the two poems to the earl of Northum- 
berland ; and perhaps others, of which 
the time cannot be difcovered. 

When he had loft all hopes of Sacha- 
rifla, he looked round him for an eafier 
conqueft, and gained a lady of the 
family of Brefle, or Breaux. The time 
of his marriage is not exactly known. 
It has not been difcovered that this wife 
was won by his poetry; nor is any 

thing 
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thing told of her, but that ihe brought 
him many children. He doubtlefs 
praifed many whom he would have 
been afraid to marry ; and perhaps mar- 
ried one whom he would have been 
alhamed to praife. Many qualities con- 
tribute to domeftick happinefs, upon 
which poetry has no colours to bellow ; 
and many airs and fallies may delight 
imagination, which he who flatters them 
never can approve. There are charms 
made only for dillant admiration. No 
fpedacle is nobler than a blaze. 

Of this wife, his biographers have re- 
corded that Ihe gave him five fons and 
eight daughters. 

During the long interval of parlia- 
ment, he is reprefented as living among 

thofe 
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thofe with whom it was moft honourable 
to converfe, and enjoying an exuberant 
fortune, with that independence and 
liberty of fpeech and condud, which 
wealth ought always to produce. He 
was however confidered as the kinfman 
of Hampden, and was therefore fup- 
pofed by the courtiers not to favour 
them. 

When the parliament was called, in 
1640, it appeared that Waller's politi- 
cal character . had not been miftaken. 
The king's demand of a fupply, pro- 
duced one of thofe noify fpeeches which 
difaffeftion and difcontent regularly dic- 
tate; a fpeech filled. with hyperbolical 
complaints of imaginary, grievances. 
" They, fays he, who think themfelves 

*^ already 
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•** already lindone can never apprebenfl 
** themfelves in dartger, and they who 
*^ have tidthing left can never give 
**^ freely**' Political truth is equally ia 
^danger from the praifes ^f courtiers, 
.and the exclamations of patriots. 

He then proceeds to >rail at the x:leF- 
^y, being fure at that time of a fa- 
wourable audience* His tepick is ^uch 
^s will always ferve its purpofe.; an ac- 
•cufation -of a&ing and preaching only 
^or preferment.: and he exhorts the 
^Comifaons carefully to provide for their 
iproieSion againft Pulpit 1am. 

It always gratffies curioiky to tracii 
a -fentiment. Waller has in tWs fpeech 
quoted Hdoker in one pafTagie ; and iii 
another has copied liimy without 
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quoting. " Religion/* fays Waller, 
" ought; to be the firft thing in our pur- 
.*^ pofe and defires ; but that which is 
" firft in dignity is not always to pre- 
" cede in order of time ; for well- 
^* being fuppofes a being ; and the firfl: 
^^ impedimenj: which men naturally en- 
" deavour to remove, is the want of 
" thofe things without which they can- 
" not fubfilL God firft afligned unto 
" Adam maintenance of life, and gave 
'* huTi a title to the reft of the creatures 
^^ before he appointed a law to obferve/* 
** God firft affigned Adam," fays 
Hooker, ^^ maintenance of life, and then 
^^ appointed him a law to obferve.— True 
" it is, that the kingdom of God muft 
** be the firft thing 'in our purpofe and 
c ^S defires ; 
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^^ defires ; but inafmuch as a righteous 
^^ life prefuppofeth life, inafinuch as to 
'^ live virtuoufly it is impoffible^ cx- 
** cept we live ; therefore the firft im- 
** pediment which naturally we endea- 
*^ vour to remove is penury, and want 
*' of things without which we cannot 
« live.^ B. L fed, 9. 

The fpeech is vehement; but the 
great polition, that grievances ought 
to be redreffed before fupplies are 
granted, is agreeable enough to law 
and reafon : nor was Waller, if his bio- 
grapher may be credited, fuch an ene- 
my to the king as not to wilh his <lif- 
trefles lightened; for he relates, *^ that 
** the king fent particularly to Waller, 
*^ to feoond hb demaad of fome fubfi- 
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^^ dies to pay off the army ; and Sir 

'^^ Henry Vgee objedbing againft firft 

^ voting a Supply, becaufe tbe king 

*^ would not accept unkfs it came up 

'^^ to his proportion^ Mr. Waller fpoke 

^* earneftly to Sir Thomas Jermyn^comp- 

^* troUer of cbe houfehold, to fave his 

^^ inafter from the effe6» of fo bold a 

«* falfity ; *• for, he faid, I ata t>ut a coun- 

♦* try gentlemao^ and Caimoft preteod to 

^* kivow the king's mind ;*' but Sir Tho- 

^ «as diirft ©ot contradid: the fccre- 

^^ tary ; and his 4<mi, the earl of St. Al- 

** bans, afterwards told JMr. Waller, that 

^^%h tfather'-s cowarrdioe rwined the 

" king/* 

In the Loftg Parliament, which, iin- 

hzjppily fox the nation, met Nov. 3^ 

c 2 ^ 1640,, 
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1640, Waller Teprefent?edAgmondefliani 
the third time; and was confidered by 
^he diicontented party as a man fuffi- 
ciently trufty and acrimonious to be 
employed in managing the profecutioA 
«)f judge Crawlej'^, for his opinion in 
favour of Ihip-money ; and his fpeech 
-fliews that he did not difappokit their 
expedations. He was probably the 
•more ardent, as his uncle Hampden had 
been particularly engaged in the difpute, 
^nd by a fentence which feems gene- 
rally to be thought unconftitutional par- 
ticularly injured* 

He was not however a bigot to his 
party, nor adopted all their opinions* 
When the great -queftion, "whether Epif- 
copacy ought to be aboliflied, was de- 
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bated, he fpoke againft the innovation fo* 
coolly, fo reafonably, and fo firmly,* 
that it is not without great injury to 
his aame that his fpeech, which was as 
follows, has been hitherto omitted in* 
his works : 

* " There is no doubt but the fenfe 
** of what this nation hath fufFered from 
" the prefent bilhops, hath produced 
*^ thefe complaints i and the apprehen- 
" lions men have of fufiering the like, 
" in time to come, make fo many defire 
" the taking away of epifcopacy : but 
" I conceive it is pbflible that we may 
** not, now, take a right meafure of the 

* This fpeech has been retrieved, from a paper 
printed at that time, by the writers of the Pirlia- 
raentary Hillory, 

c 3 ** minds 
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^^ mbds of the pcapk bf didt ptti- 

" tiom ; foTy when they fubferibed them, 

^* the bifliopf were armfed witb^ a dan- 

*< geraus commiffioQ of makhig new 

** candM, impofing n€w oatbsy and the^ 

" like ; but now we have di&rmed them 

** of that power. Thefe petitioners,, 

** lately, did lool^ Bpoft epiicopaey as a 

" bcaft ajrnaed with Homs and claws ;. 

** bwt !k>w that we hart a«t and pated 

** them, (and may, if We fee caufe, yet 

•• reduce it intonarrowef bounds) it may, 

'* perha|)S, be more agreeable* How- 

^^ foever, if they be ftill in paffionj it be- 

^* comes us foberly to confider the right 

•' ufe and antiquity thereof;, and not to 

^^ comply further with a general dcfire,. 

«* than may ftand with a general good, 

5 • *' We 
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• " Wc haye .already Ihcwcd, that 
** epifcopaey, and the evils thereof, are 
"oaiagled like water and oil; we 
^ have alfo, in part, fevered them ? 
^ bvA 1 believe you will find, that 
" our laws and the prefent government 
** of the church are mingled like wine 
" and water ; (o hafeparable, that the 
** abrogation of, at leaft, a hundred of 
*« our laws is defired in thefe petitions* 
** I have often heard a noble anfwcr of 
*' the Lords, commended in this houfe, 
** to a propofition of like nature, but 
** of lefs confequcnce ; they gave no 
'* other reafon of their refufal but this, 
" Nolumus mutare Leges AngUa: it was 
** the bifhops who fo anfwered then 5 
** and it would become the dignity and 

iC 
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«* wifdom of this houfe to aniwer the 
^ people, now, with a N&lumtis muiareu 
' *' I fee fomc are moved with a num-' 
** ber of hands againft the bifliops ; 
** which, I confefs, rather inclines me 
•* to their defence : for I look upon 
** epifcopacy as a counterfcarp, or out- 
♦' work ; which, if it be taken by this 
*^ affault of the people, and, withall, 
?^ this myftery once revealed, libat we 
5* muji deny them nothing when they ajk 
** // thus in troops^ we may, in the next 
** place, have as bard a taik to defend 
^* our property, as we have lately had 
" to recover it from the Prerogative. 
** If,- by multiplying hands and peti- 
^* tions, they prevail for an equality in 
** things ecclcfiaftical, the next demand 
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*' perhaps may be Lex Agraria, the like 
'* equality in things temporal. . 

" The Roman flory tells m,. That 
'^ when the people began to flock about 
'* the fenate, arid were more curious to 
** dired: ajad know what was done, than 
^* to obey, that Commwwcalth foon 
'* came to ruin : their Legem rogare grew 
^* quickly to be a Legem ferre ; and af- 
** ter, when their legions had^ found that 
*^ they could make a Dictator, they ne* 
^* ver fufilbred the fenate to have a voice 
" any more in fuch election. 

** If thefe great innovations proceed, 
'* I fliall exped a flat and level in learn* 
** ing too, as well as in church-prefer- 
** ments : Hmos alit Artes. And though 
** it be true, that grave and pious men 

n T " do 
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" do ftody for leaming-fake, and em- 
" brace virtue for itfelf ; yet it is as 
•* true, that youth, which is the feafon 
•• when learning is gotten, is noc whh- 
^* out ambition ; nor will ever take pains 
f* to ezcell in any thing, when there is 
^' not focne hope of excelling others in 
^* reward and dignity, 

*• There are two reafons chiefly al- 
^' leged againft our church-govem- 
** ment. 

^' Firft, Scripture, which> as fomc 
^^ men think, points out another form, 

** Second, The abufes of the prefent 
^* fuperiors. 

** For Scripture, I will not difpute it 
** in this place ; but I am confident 
«' that, whenever an equal divifion of 
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•* lands and good» fliall be defircd,. there* 
" will be a^ many places^ m Scripture 
•* found out^ which feem. to favour that,, 
•* as- there are now alleged againft the 
** prelacy or preferment in the churchy 
^ And, as- for abufes, where you arc 
•* notv, in the Remonftrance, told, what: 
'* this and that poor man^ hath, foflfcred^ 
^^ by the. biihops, ■ you may be pre- 
^ fented. with^ a thoufand inftanccs of 
^ poor men that^ have received hard 
^*mcafure from their landlords; and 
*' of worldly goods abufed, to the in- 
^* jury of others, and difadvantage of:' 
** the owners* 

" And therefore,' Mr^ Speaker, my ' 
** humble motion is,. That we may fet— 
" tie men's minds herdn; and, by a 
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** queftion, declare our refolution,. /^ 
** reform^ that is^ m t^ abolijhj Epif- 
" copacy^' 

It cannot but be wiflied that he, who' 
could fpeak in this manner,, had been* 
able to aft with fpirit and uniformity. 

When the Comnions began to fet the 
royal authority at open defiance,. Waller 
is faid to have withdrawn from the 
houfe,, and to h^ve returned with the 
king's permiffion; and,:When the king fet 
up his ftandard, he fent him a thoufand 
broad-pieces. He continued, however, 
to fit in the rebellious conventicle ; but 
" fpoke," fays Clarendon, " with great 
** fliarpnefs and freedom, which, now 
** there was no danger of being out- 
** voted, was not reftrainedj and there- 

^ , '* fore 
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^ fore ufed as an argument againft thofe 
^* who were gone upon pretence that 
** they were not fuffered to deliver their 
'^ opinion freely in the houfe, which 
^ could not 1>e believed, when all men 
'* knew what liberty Mr. Waller took, 
*• and fpoke every day with impunity 
** againil the fenfe and proceedings of 
** the houfe.*' 

Waller, as he continued to fit, was 
one of the commiffioners nominated by 
the parliament to treat with the king 
at Oxford; and when they were pre- 
fented, the king faid to him, " Though 
" you are the laft, you arc not the low- 
*^ eft nor the leaft in my favour.*' Whit- 
lock, who, being another of the com- 
miilioners, was witnefs of this kindnefs, 

^imputes 
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imputes it to the king's kocHvledge of the 
plot, in which Waller appeared after* 
inrards to have been engaged agalafl the 
parliament* Featoo, with equsd pro* 
liability^ believes that his attempt to 
ftomotc the royal raufe ardfe from his 
ienfibility of the king's tendemefs. 
Whitlock (ay« nothing of his behaviour 
at Oxford: he was fent with feverai 
<)thers t0 add pomp to the commiffion^ 
hut was not ope of thoie to whom the 
^rud of treating was imparted* 
. The engagement^ known by the name 
«of WaUer's plot^ was ibon afterwards 
^ifbovered. Waller had a bwther-in- 
iow^ Tomkyns^ who was clieark of the 
<2ueen's council^ and at the fame time 
had a very niiinerous acquaintance^ and 

great 
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great influtncey in the city. Waller 
and hcy converfing with great cctofi- 
dence^ told both their own fecrets and 
thofe of their friends; and, furveying 
the wide extent of their oonver&tion, 
imagined that they found in the majo- 
rity of all ranks great difapptobation of 
the violence of the Commons, and unwil* 
iingnefs to continue the war. They 
knew that many favoured the king, 
whole fear concealed their loyalty j and 
many dciired peace, though they darft 
not oppofe the clamour for war; and 
they imagined that if thofe who had 
thefe good intentions couM be informed 
^f their own Arength, and enabled by 
intelligence to ad together, they might 
overpower the fury of ibdition, by re* 

^ fufing 
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iufing to comply with the ordinance for 
the twentieth part, and the other taxes 
levied for the fupport of the Tebel army^ 
and 1)y uniting great numberB in a peti- 
tion for peace. 

Lord Conway joined in the .defign 
and, as Clarendon imagines, inciden 
•dentally mingled, as he was a foldier, 
fome martial hopes or proje&s, which 
.however were only meittioned, the ^luiiD 
-defign being to bring the loyal ihhabi- 
taAts to the knowledge of each other 
>for which purpofe there was to be ap- 
pointed one in every xiiftrift, to diftin- 
'guifli the friends of the king, the ad- 
^herents to the parliament, and the neu- 
trals. How far they proceeded docs 
•not appear ; the refult of their enquiry, 

n T ^* 
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as Pym declared, was, that within the 
walls for one that was for them, there 
were three againft them ; but that with- 
out the walls for one that was againft 
them, there were three for them. Whe- 
ther this was faid from knowledge 
or guefs, was perhaps never enquired. 

I5 is the opinion of CUrendon, that 
In Waller^s plan no violence or fan- 
guinary refiftance was comprifed; that 
he intended only to abate the confi- 
dence of the rebels by publick decla- 
rations, and. to weaken their power by 
an oppofitiqn to new fupplies. This, in 
calmer tinics, and more than this, is 
done without fear ; but fuch was the acri- 
mony of the commons, that no method 
of obftriiAing them was fafe. 

About 
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Abd\it this time another defign was 
formed by Sir Nicholas Ciifpe, >a man 
of loylalty that deferves perpetual re- 
membrance ; when he • was a merchant 
in the city, he gave and procured 
the king, in his exigencies, an hundred 
thoufand pounds ; and, when he was 
driven from the Exchange, raifed a re- 
giment, and commanded it, 

l&ir Nicholas flattered himfelf with an 
oj>inion, that fome provocation would 
fo much exafperate, or fome opportu 
nity fo much encourage, the king's 
friends in the city, that they would 
break out in open refiftancc, and then 
Would want dnly a lawful ftandaid, and 
feft authotifed comflwnder^ and ex- 
torted from the king, whofe judgment 
' o.„zed.vGoogleyi«Wed 
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yielded to importunity, a comnriffipn 
of array, deeded to fiacfaasfhc thought 
proj)er to nommate, which was fent to 
London by the lady Aub^gney* She 
knew not what fla& carried, but was to del i- 
Nver it on the comniunication of a certain 
token which Sir Nicholas imparted- 

This cpmmiffioh could be only in- 

tended to ;Uc .ready till the tinje Ihould 

.r^qViire it* To have attempted to raife 

<aitiy forces, would have been certain de- 

-ftrudion .: it xould be of ufe only when 

;the forties Ihould appear^ This wasi 

however, an a<3: preparatory to martial 

hqftiUty^ Crifpe would undoubtedly 

have put an end to the fcffion of ,parlia- 

raent, had ,his ftrength been equal to 

his zeal ; and put of the defign of Crifpe, 

d z which 
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which involved very little danger, and 
that of Waller, Which was -an z& purely 
civil, they compounded a torrid and 
dreadful plot. 

The difcovery of Waller's defign is 
varioufly related. In Clarendon's Hifto- 
ry it is told, tltat a fervant of Tomkyns^ 
lurking behind the tangmgs when his 
mafter was in conference with Waller, 
Tieard enough to qualify hini for an in- 
former, and carried his intelligence to 
Pym. A manufcript, quoted in the 
Life of Waller, relates, that <« he was 
-** betrayed by his lifter Price, and her 
<* prelbyterian chaplain Mr. Goodc, 
*' who ftole fome of his papers ; and 
*' if he had not ftrangely dreamed the 
;:r4tnight before, that his fifter had 
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^ betrayed him, and thereupon burnt 
" the reft of his papers by th€ fire that 
*^ was left in his chimney, be had cer- 
" tainly loft his life bjrit,** The quef- 
tion cannot be decided*. It is^ not un- 
reafonable to believe that the men m 
power, receiving intelligence from the 
fifter, would employ the fervant of 
Tonikyns to liften at the conferences^. 
that they might avoid an ad: fo offen- 
five as that of deftroying the brother by 
the fitter's teftimony. 

The plot was publlfhed* in the moft 
terrifick manner. On the 31ft of Mayv 
at a folemn faft, when they were liften<- 
ing to the fermon, a meffenger entered 
the church, and communicated his er- 
rand to Pym, who whifpered it to others 
d 3 ^ , that 
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that were placed near him,, and then 
went with them out of the church, 
leavifig the reft in foHcitiide and amaze- 
ment. They imriiediately fent guatch 
to proper places^ and that night appre- 
hended Tomkyns and Waller ;. having 
yet traced nothing but that letters bad 
been intercepted^t from which it ap- 
peared that the parliament and the city 
were foon to be delivered into the hands 
of the cavaliers^ 

They perhaps yet knew little them" 
felves, beyond fome general and indif- 
tinft notices. ^ But Waller,." fays Cla- 
rendon,. ^^ was fo confounded with fear, 
" that he confeffed whatever he had 
^' heard, faid, thought, or feen ; all 
" that he knew of himfelf, and all 

"that 
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*' that he fufpeded of others, wkhout 
'^ coacealiag any perfon of what degr^ 
" or quality, foever, or any difcourfe 
" which he had ever upon any occafioa 
^' entertained with them ; what fyph 2.n^ 
^* foch ladies of great honour, to whom, 
** upon the credit of his wit and great 
" reputation, he had been admitted, had 
^^ fpotc to him ia th^ir chambers uix)n 
" the proceedings in the houfes, and 
" how they had encouraged him to op- 
'^ pofe them ; what correfpondence and 
" intercourfe they had with fome mi- 
<^ niiicrs of ftate at Oxford, and how 
*^ they conveyed all intelligence thi- 
" ther," He accufed the earl of Port- 
land and lord Conway as co-operating 
in the tranfeftion; and teftified that 
d 4 the 
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the earl of Northumberland had de- 
clared himfelf difpofed in favour of any 
attempt that might check the violence 
of the parliament, and reconcile them 
to the king. 

He undoubtedly confcfled much, 
which they could never have difcovered, 
and perhaps fomewhat which they would 
uilh to have been fuppreffed ; for it is 
inconvenient, in the conflid: of fadions, 
to have that difaffedion known which 
cannot fafely be punilhed* 

Tomkyns was feized on the fame 
night with Waller, and appears like- 
wife to have partaken of his cowardice; 
for he gave notice of Crifpe's commif- 
fion of array, of which Clarendon ne- 
ver knew bow it was difcovered. Tom- 
kyns 
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kyns had been fent with the token ap* 
pointed^ to demand it from lady Aubig- 
ney, and had buried it in his garden, 
where, by hi$ direftion, it was dug 
up ; and thus the rebels obtained, what 
Clarendon confefles them to have had, 
the original copy.. 

It can raife no wonder that they 
formed one plot out of thefe two de- 
figns, however remote from each other, 
when they faw the fame agent em- 
ployed in both, and found the commif- 
fion of array in the hands of him who 
was employed in collefting the opinions, 
and affeftions of the people. 

Of the plot, thus combined, they 

took care to make the moft. They fent 

Pym among the citizens to tell them of 

1 their 
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their imminent danger^ and happjr 
ejfeape ; and inform them^ that the de^^ 
figft was to feizc the " lord mayor and 
•' all the committee of ntiHl.tia, and 
*' would not fpare one of them." Thry 
drew up a vow and covenant, to be taken 
by every member of either houfe, by 
which he declared his deteftation of all 
confpiracie^ agakift the parliament, and 
his refolution to deteft and oppofe 
thdm. They then appointed a day of 
thankfgiving for this wonderful deli- 
very; which fhut out, fays Clarendon, 
all doubts whether there had been fuch 
a deliverance, and whether the plot was 
real or fiditious. 

On June 1 1 , the earl of Portland and 
lord Conway were committed, one to 

n T the 
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the cnftody df th© mayor, and the other ^ 
of* the Iheriflr ;. but their land^ and 
goods were' riot feized.- 

Waller Waft ftill to- immerfe himfeliF 
deiftj)^r in ign(Hniny. The earl of Port- 
land alnd* • Ibrd Cbnway denied the 
charge, and there Wa^ n6 evidence 
againft them but the confeffion of Waf- 
ler,;. of which undoubtedly many w'oulH 
be inclined to cjueftion the veracity.. 
With thdfe doiubts he was fo much ter- 
rifiedy that he endeavoured to perfuade 
?ortla^d to a declaration like his own,. 
by a letter extant in Fehton*^ edition.- 
« But for me/' fays he, «* you had ne- 
« ver known any thing of this bufinefs,, 
" which waS' prepared for another;, ancl^ 
" therefore I cannot imagine why you: 

^^^•fliould,' 
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^* ihould hide it fo far as to contrad 
^' your own ruin by concealing it, and 
^' perfifling unreafonably to . hide that 
" truth, which, without you, already is, 
" and will every day be made more, 
** manifeft. Can you imagine yourfelf 
" bound in honour to keep that fecret, 
" which is already revealed by another; 
*' or pofEble it Ihould ftill be a fecret, 
" which is known to one of the other 
" fex ? — If you perfift to be cruel to 
" yourfelf for their fakes who deferve 
" it not, ii will neverthelefs be made 
** appear, ere long, I fear, to your ruin. 
** Surely, if I had the happinefs to wait 
^* on you, I could move you to com- 
^* paffionate both yourfelf and me, who, 
'* defperate as my cafe is, am defirous 

"to 
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♦* to die with the honour of being 
" known to have declared the truth. 
" You have no reafon to contend to 
^* hide what is already revealed — ^incon- 
** fiderately to throw away yourfelf, for 
** the intereft of others, to whom you 
** are lefs obliged than you are aware 
« of." 

This perfuafion feems to have had little 
-effedt. Portland fent (June 29) a let- 
ter to the Lords, to tell them, that he 
-*^ is in cuftody, as he conceives, with- 
''^ out any charge ; and that, by what 
*^ Mr. Waller hath threatened him with 
'<* fince he was imprifoned, he doth ap- 
-^^ prehend a very cruel, long, and ruin- 
-** ous reftraint :— He therefore prays, 
^' that he may not find the efFefts of 

"Mr. 
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'^* Mr. Waller's threats, by a long and 
*^ clofe iuiprifonm^nt^ bpt .,may be 
<^ fpeedily bcoqght to a legal trial, and 
** tben he is confident the vanity and 
*** falfehoodx>f thofe infiormatioBS which 
^^ have been^iven againft him will ap* 
«pear.;' 

In vconfequeace of this letter^ the 

.I/)rd3 ordered Portland ,and Waller to 

d)e confronted^ whon.the one repeated 

his charge^ and t^e other his den^aL 

.The ei^amination of the plpt being conF* 

^tiniied (July i);, Thinn> uiher of the 

fhpufe of Lords, depofed^ 4lxat Wr. Wal- 

Jer ha,Ting had a oonfe^cRoe with the 

.lord Portland in #n ^pper n?om, lord 

Portland jTaiilj when he caqie down, " Do 

^* me the favoijr to, tell my lor^ North- 

" umberland, 
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<^ umberland, that Mr* Waller has ex- 
** tremely preflbd xnc to lave my own 
" life and his, by throwing the blame 
^ upcm itbe lord Conway and the earl 
*^ of Northumberland.'* 

Waller, in his letter to Portland, tells 
him of the reafons, which he could 
urge with rejSfllefs efficacy in a per* 
Ibnal conference^ but he over*rated his 
own oratfary : his vehemence, wheth^ 
of perfuaiion or inticaty, was returnied 
with contempt. 

One of his arguments with Portbind 
is, that' the plot is already known to a 
woman. This woman was doubtleft 
iady Aubigny, who, upon this occafion^ 
was committed to cuftody ; but who, in 

reality. 
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reality, when Ihe delivered the commif- 
fion, knew not what it was. 

The parliament then proceeded 
againft the confpirators, and commit- 
ted their trial to a council of war. 
Tomkyns and Chaloner were hanged 
near their own doors. Tomkyns, when 
he came to die, faid it was ^fooliftj bvfi- 
nefs; and indeed there feems to have 
been no hope that it ihould efcape 
difcovery ; for though never more than 
three met at a time, yet a defign fo 
extenfive mull, by neceffity, be com- 
municated to many, who could not be 
expeded to be all faithful, and all pru- 
dent. Chaloner was attended at this 
execution j^yHugh Peters. 

The 
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The earl of Northumberland being too 
great for profacucion, was onlf once 
examined be&re the Lords« The earl 
of Portland and lord Conway^ perfifting 
>to deny the charge^ and no teiUmony 
but Walla:** yet appearing dgainft 
them, were, after a Jong imprliwuiicnt, 
admitted to b^iL daflel^ tlie kan^s 
iiieflenger^ who Wcied the letters to 
-Oxfofd, died the night before his triaU 
Hampden was kept in prifon to die 
^ttd ^ his life* They whofe names 
were iniarted m die c(Miim^flk>n of ar« 
ray wer^ not cal^ttally pi»^i^5 as it 
could not be proved that they hfd con* 
fented lo^theie omi MMioalioii; Imt 
they 3«ere coiifittMe)! M riial^^iaAiSj and 
their eUaees wer^ fiiised* 
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v^^Walfer, though^ coiifcffedly/' * fiys 
Clarendon, ^^ the njoftjgUilty, with - m- 
«« credible dMknukt'bn ^iffcdled fuch^a 
-*5 remorfe of conftieafc^^T^hat- his 'trial 
-** wa$ put .off,' ©ut oi Ghfiftira eompa^ 
^f fion, till . be might 4«coyer- his undec- 
*^ ftandiflg." * What ufen be nmadc^.^of 
jthiS'iiUQfyal, witi what- liber'ality wA 
iuccefs' he dift^ibUt-f^J flattery and^m^ 
ney, .s^fed-.how, wh^n^^ie. ww bm^gilt 
^July;4),4jefareath§ fe9U% he.ccmfefibd 
uind laiti^eojt^y ao^ fuhtt^tt^d and im- 
,ploi?edj •flp^y.i^bc.iir^ iff t^teHiftory of 
^ihe.R^MttWy {^iV^) :^The fpeegJi, 
.to w3bif3^Cl*rei>dpJisafpribe$ the |)jf€fef- 
*j;?^iQQi«Shh}M**^rM?^''^>^ ififeft^d 
Hn h»w»0«f (rXMgfirtJfi hWf- 

.ever^ feems toLMtis l)£i^ milUk^lrki 
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relating that he prn^ailsd in the princi- 
pal part of .his fupplicatbn, not to be 
tried by a Council pf War ^ for, according 
to Whitlock, he was by expulfion from 
the houfe abandoiied to the tribunal 
which he fo much dreaded, and being 
tried and condemned, was reprieved by 
E^flex; but; after a year's imprifonmenti 
xKr which time refentment grew'kfs acrir 
monious, paying a. fine of ten thoufand 
pounds, he .was permitted tx> recalled 
bimjiif in another country* 

-Of his behaviour in this part of his 
life, it is not neceflary to dire& the 
reader's opinion. ^^Let us not," fayg 
his laft ingenious biographer, " cop* 
*< demn him with untempered feverky, 
^^ becaufe he was not a prt)digy whic^lj 
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«* the worW hath feldoth feeh, becaufe 
•* hi* diaraftcr included not the poet, 
•* the orator, atid the hero/* 

For the place of his exile he cliofe 
t^rance^ and ftaid {6me time at Roan^ 
Where bia datlghter Margaret was born, 
who was afterwards his favourite, and 
his amanuenfis. He then removed to 
Paris, where he lived with great fplen- 
dour and hofpitality ; and from time to 
time amufed hittifelf with poetry^ in 
which he fometimes (peak* of the re- 
bels, and their irfnrpationj in the ttatu- 
iral language of ah hon^ mta* 

At laft it betAriie neceflary, for his 
ftlpf)ort, to fell hi^ Wife'4 jewels ; and 
being reduced, as he laid, atlaft to the 
fump'je^il^ he foHeitcd from Cromwell 
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permiffion to vntmi, and obtained it 
by the intereft of colonel Scroop, to 
whom hi^ fifter was married^ Upon 
the femaips of a fortune, whjcfa the 
danger gf his Ufe had very mvich dimi* 
p|lhed> he Uved at HilUmrn, a houfe built 
by bimfelf, very near to Beccmsfield, 
where hi« mother refided. His mo-^ 
^ict, though related to Cromwjell and 
Vbmpien, was zealous for die royal 
cajiife, atvl wheo Cromwell vifited her 
ufcd to i^proach him ; he, in retpm, 
would throw a napkin at her, and fay 
he would not dispute with his aunt; 
but finding in time that ihe adted for 
the king, as wdl as talked, he made her 
apcifoner to her iown .daughter, in her 
t $ - own 
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owa boufe* If he would do any tkiBg, 
he could not do leis. 

Cromwell, now proteaor, received 
Waller, as his kii^fman, to femiUar con- 
Vcrfation^ Waller^ as- he ufed to re* 
late, found him fufficiently vcrfed in 
ancient hiftoty ; aisd when, any of his 
enthufiafticit friends* came to- advife or 
confiilt him, could fometimes ovep- 
hear him difcourfing in the cant of the 
times . but, when he returned, he would 
fay,- " Coufin Waller, I muft talk to 
^^ thefe men ia their own way ;" and re- 
fumed the cp^mioa ftile of converfation. 
He repaid the Proteftor for his. fa- 
vours (1654), by the famous pane- 
gyrick, which has been always confi* 
dered as the firfi of his poetical pro- 

P dudions* 
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AiAions.' His chr>ice of -encomlaftiek 
t»picks IS-' very judfcious ; for ' he con** 
fidfers Cromwei^ m Ms exaltatidn,- with-*- 
o«t enquiring' how he- attained it;* 
there is confeq[uently- no^cnention of 
the- rebel or- the^ regicide* - All the 
former- pjirt- of his- hero^ life i^ veiled^ 
with' Ihades,^ aad iiothing is brought -^o 
view but the ehief^^ the governor, tha 
defender of England's honour, and tha* 
ehiargcr of her ddminion* The aft of . 
viale»ce^-b^ which he obtained *th« fu-^- 
preme power is lightly tpeatddji and>. 
decently juftified* . It was*^ certainly to^ 
be defired^ that th« deteftabie bandf 
fliouldbe diflblved, which had d^ftroyed^ 
the . church, .mwrdered^ ' the t ,king/^ znA^ 
fiUfid- the nation \^h- tumult aiut^ofH 
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jfte&on; yet Cromwel ioid Dot ^e 
tight of dsflblvisg theittA ^^ ^^ that he 
had be&Hre done^ could be juftifiedimlf 
by fuppofij^ them invefted with lawiiil 
authority. But combuiatioiisof widced-^ 
aefs would Qverwheliu the worid bjr the 
^yant^e which liqe^ious principles 
afford^ did not thoie who have Umg^ 
pradtifed perfidy^ grow faithlefs taeach 
Qther* 

lu the poeia oa die waf with Spaia^ 
are fome pafiagbs at lead e%ual to the 
beft p^ts of the paaegyrlck;. ai:^ ia 
the cohchifionA the poet venturei^ yet a 
higher flight; <rf flatty, by reeom* 
mending royalty to Csomwel and the 
Aatkm* Cr^n^el was very defirous, aa 
aooears from his csmverfation^ related 
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by Whitlack> of adding the title ta 
^e power of monarchy^ and is fup- 
poTed to have been with-faeld from it 
pardy by feai? of the army, and partly 
by fear of the laws, which, when he 
fliould govern by the name of king, 
woisid have Teftraiaed his authority «. 
When therefore a: deputatioa was (o^ 
lemnly fent to invitje him to the Crown^ 
he^ after a long conference,, refufed it j. 
but is faid to haye fainted in his coach^, 
ythm he paited from them^ 

The poem on die death o( the Pro- 
te&ot feems to have beea di&ated by 
ifeal venei»tion for his memory. Dry- 
den and Sprat wrote on the fame occa*- 
ficm ; but they were young men, ftrug*;^ 
gling into ootice^ snd hoping for fem^ 

.Golfvour 
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favour from iJre ruling party. Waller 
had- little -to exped: he had -received 
nothing but his pardon from* Cromwd^ 
and was notslikely to alk any thing from 
thofe who (houM fucceed him/ 

Soon- afterwards the.Reftauration fup-* 
pUed him with another fubjeft; and^hc 
exerted his imagination,- his- elegance^, 
and his melody^ with equal alacrit}^, fop 
Charles- the* Second. IL is riot-poiSble 
to ready wii?hout fome eontempt-and in- 
dignation, poems of the^ fame author^ 
afcribiiig the higheft degree of -power 
and flety ta'Gharics the Rrfts then 
transferring the fame power and piety to 
Oliver Gron^wel ; now-iiivitingOliver to 
take the crown, and then congratulating 
Carles the Second on his recovered right, 
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NeitherCromWel narCharles could value 
his teilimony, as the efFed^ef convi^ion, 
or receive his praifes as efiufioBS^ of 
roverence ; they could coafider them but 
as the labour of invention and th« tpi*- 
bute of dependence. - 

Poets, indeed, profefs^fon; but the 
legitinaate «nd of fidtipn is the con- 
veyance of troth ; and he that has flat- 
tery ready for- all whom the vieiiEtudes 
of the world happen^to exalt^ muft bfe 
fcorned as- a proftituted^ mind,^ that 
may retain the glitter <rf wit^ but has 
loft the 4igftity of, virtue. 

The Congratulation was confidered as 
inferior in poetical merit- to the Pane* 
gyrick ; and it is reported, that wh«i 
the king told Waller of the -difparity,. 

Dgtized by Google *^^ 



^o WALLER, 

he aniwered, ^^ Poets^ Sir, fucceed tet- 
*< ter ip B&ion thw in truth/' 

The Cmgr^tjiUitioa is iodeed not m^ 
ferior to the Pwegyrick, ciUier by de- 
£ay of gemvi99 or £^ want of diligence; 
but becaufe Cromwel had done much^ 
4U(id Charles k^A, done little* Cromwel 
wanted iM^hi^g to r^ife him to hefoick 
-excellenee but yif tue ; and virtue hif» po^ 
thought hijnfetf at liberty to fupply. 
Charles bad yet only the merit of ftrug- 
gfing without fuccefs^ and differing 
without defpair. A life of efibapes and 
indigence could fupply po^ry with no 
fplendid images^ 

In the firft par|ian>ent fununoned by 
Charles the Seomd (Mareh 8, 1661), 
Waller ftt for Haftingj in B^x, and 
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ferved for different places in all the par- 
liaments of tliat reign. In a time when ^ 
fiancy and gaiety were the mdft powerful 
teoommcndations to regard, it is not 
likely that Waller was forgotten. Hcf 
paiiibd his time in the company that 
was highefiy both in rank and wit, 
from which even his obftinate fbbriety 
did not excl\jde him* Though he 
drank water, he was ens^Itd by his fcr* 
tility of mind, to heighten the mirth of 
Eacchanalian a^embli^; ^tid Mr, Sa* 
viHe fold, that " na rti^ft in England 
"flKmH keep him coml|)anf without 
'« drinkiiig but Ned WkllcTi'' 

The pttiife given him by St. Evrc^ 
mond is a proof of his reptti^ioa; fbt* 
it was only by his reputation that he 

^could 
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could be knowQ^ ^ as a writer^ to a man 
who, diopgh ^he lived a-gfeat.part^of a 
long life iipon an -Engliih penfion, aaver 
condefcended to underiland the language 
of the-nation that maintained ihim. 

In parliament, •*' he waSj'V fays Bur- 
net, " -the delight of the honfe, and 
^' though old jfaid the.liveli«ftthings-of 
^'.-any amoi^ them." This, however, is 
Taid in his account of the j^ear feventj*-. 
■five, when Waller was dnlyifeventy* His^ 
name-as a Ipeakeroccurs-often in Grrey's 
Colledions;; but: I iiaveiound ao-ex* 
tra&S' that cs^n be quoted 4U5 - exhibiting 
any reprefentation of abilities difplayed 
father m fallies^of gaiety tiian C9gency 
pf argument,,, . 
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•He was of fuch . confickradon, ' that 

his remarks were circulated an(} recorded. 

When the dukcof York's influence was 

4i4gh, both iivScotknd and EngUnd, it 

•drew, fays ^Burt^et, a lively rtefle(3:ion 

fronvWaUer the celebfawd wit. " He 

"^rfkid-the-houfeof c-emmonjs hadv-re- 

** folved that the duke ihould not reign 

^i.rfter-^the kingVdeath;* but thekipg, 

•^^ in. oppofition to thenl, ' had ' refolved 

^ that he ihould reign even\in.*his life/* 

•If there g^pp^r no extraordinary liveU- 

\ fiefs inthisr^flwrri^yetjits rdceptjcaiprovas 

-thcvfpe^kcr j^^avebeen ^pelebnaUdwlM 

xo have i&d .a pame which the ^nen af 

•ivitw^ei© proud of mentioning. 

He did not fuf&r hia-repimitidn^tadie 

^ gradually-away, -which may eafily hap- 

•• . r- pen 
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pen ifi a kmg life^ but renewed his claim 
-to poetical di^ndion from time to time^ 

as occafions were of&red^ etdier by pub- 
iick events or private incidents; znA 
xontenting himfelf with the icfiuence of 
:his mufe, or loving quiet better than in* 
4ueace> he never accepted any office rf 
.magiihacy. 

He was not, however, wi&out feme 
-attention to his fortuAe; for hi alked 

from the king (in 16^5) Ae provoft- 
dhip of Eaton GoUeg^^ and obtained it; 
'but Clarendon refufed to put the kA 

to tlie grants ailing tWt if could be 

held only ty a clcrgyteftB. ft is kAoM* 

that Sir Hem^y Wottcm^ (|U8fllflcd hknfelf 

for it by Deacon V orders^ 
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''Tb this ajppqfition> thtBkgraphia inr- 

^putes die vidlaioe and acdmo&y with 

which Waller joiaedAuckit^fini^ fac- 

^tidn in the ^profecution of Glarendoiu 

TThe xnotke was illiberal and diihoneft, 

and ihewed that more than Axtrf years 

had mt been able to4£ach him mora- 

lity^ Hts acctlfation is fuch as coiifcience 

*Qast .hardly 4)e fuppofed to di^te with« 

-out the help of malice. ^^ We were to 

^^ be geveroed by janisaries initead of 

^^ pasliameQit^ luad are in dagger from 

"^^a iKforie. plot than that of the fifth 

'^^ cif Novend&ieri then^ if ^e lords and 

'<f cammons Jiad beien <lieftroyed, there 

^^ had been a4fuccei&on ; but here botli 

-** had *een dcftroyed for ever/' This 

ris the language of a man who is glad of 
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an opportunity to rail^ and ready to 
facrifice. truth to intereft at one tim^^ 
and to anger at ailocher* 

A year after the Chancellor's '.banifh- 
ment^ another vacancy. gave him encou- 
ragenxent. for .^mother petition, which 
the..king*referred ta^he council, who, 
after hearing the queftion argued by 
lawyers for three days^ determined ;that 
the office could be held only byia cier- 
gymari, according to. the aft of junifof- 
mity, .fince the provolls^had always re- 
ceived infiitution, as for a parfbnage, 
from the biihops of^Liocoln. The king 
then laid, he could not break the law 
which he had made ; and Dr. Zachary 
c.CradocIc^ fan^ous for a fingle fermon^ u 

jnoft 
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mofi for two fermons^ was xhofen by 
the Fellows. 

That he aiked any thing elfe is not 
known; it is certain that he ^ obtained 
nothing, though he continued obfe- 
quious to the court through the reft of 
Charles's reign. :#. 

At the acceffion of king James (in 
56S5) he was chofen for parliament^ 
being then fourfc^e, at Saltilk in Corn- 
wal ; and wrote a Pre/age of tieMown^ 
fall vf the Tttrkifb Enifirey which {le pre- 
fented to the king on his birthday. * It 
is remarked, by his commentator Feri- 
ton, that in reading Taflb he had early 
imbibed a veneration for the heroes of 
the Holy War, and a zealous enmity to 
the Turks, which never left him. Jamefs 

f^ n HKCooa^OW- 
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bowevex^ lia.^ng foon after beguoi what 
he thott^t a ho}y war at home^ made 
haite to put all moleftation of tSie Turks 
out of h» pow^ti 

James treated him with Idndnefs aiul 
familiarity^ of whkh infiances are given 
by the writ^ of his^jLifeu One day, 
taking him into the clofet, the king 
^afl^ed him- bow he lik^d one of the 
pi&urcs : *^ My eye*, faid Waller, are 
^* dim, and I do not know tc*' The 
kii^ {aid, it was tbe princefs of Orange. 
^' She is, &id Waifer, like the greateft 
*f womaa in the world«^V The king 
a^ked who waa that ; and was anfwered, 
Qgeen Elizabeths ^^ I wonder, faid the 
i^^ kii)gt you fliould think & ; but I muft 
:^ cojaffifs flxe had a wife coiinciU" 

^ /^ And. 
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•^ Andy SiTy iaid Waller^ did you ever 
•* know a fool chufe a wife one P' Such 
a the flocy^ which I once heard o£ feme 
other nan* Pointed axiomsj: and: acute 
sepUeSy &y leofe about the world;^ and 
ace affigned fiicceffively ta tfaofe whohi 
k may be the £aftion to celebrate*. 

When the king knew that he was^ 
about td marry his daughter to Dr^ 
Birch^ aclergyman^ he ordered a French 
gefitleman* to tell hlm^ that '^ the king. 
^ wondered he could think of marrying; 
^^ hi» daughter to; a fiallii^ church."' 
** The- king,. feysWaMer, does^me great 
" honout in: taking notice of my do- 
** meflSck affiiirs^; but I have lived long 
^ enough to obferve that this> falling 
•*- church has got a trick of rifing again^** 
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He took notice to his friends of the 
king's condud; and faid, that ^^ he 
^* would be left like a whale upon the 
" ftrand." Whether he was privy to 
smy of the tranfadtions which ended in 
the Revolution, is not known* His heir 
joined the prince of Orange. 

Having now attained an age beyond 

which the laws of nature feldom fuffer 

life to be extended, otherwife than by 

a fpture ftate, he feeip? ta have turned 

his mind upon preparation for the de- 

cifive hour, and therefore confecrated 

his poetry to devotion. It is pleafing 

to difcover that his piety was without 

wcaknefsj that his intelle<Scual powers 

continued vigorous; and that the lines 

which he compofed when he^^or agty 

n T COUli 
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cottld neither read nor tvriu^ are • not- in- 
ferior to the efiufions of hts yOuth*. 

Towards the- ' deciihe of life, - he 
bought a fmall houfe, with a little land, 
arCoHhill; and'faid, "he fliould be 
*^*glad to die, like the flag, where he 
" was roufed." This, however, did not 
happen. When he was. at Becomfield,' 
he found his legs grow tumid : :he wenr 
toWindforj whetc Sir Charles Starbo- 
rough then attended the king, and 're-- 
quelled him, as both' a friend and a 
phyflcian, to tell him, what (hatfwellif?^ 
meant. " Sir, anfwered Scarborough, 
'•"your blood will run no longer •'* 
Waller- repeated, fome lines of Virgil,' 
and went home td die. ^ 
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As the AiScsR increafed upon him), 
he cotnpofed hitnfelf for his^dBgarture;: 
asd calling upon Dr. Birch to give him 
the holy fiicrament^ he defixsed his chil- 
dren to- take it with him^ and made an 
eacneft declaration o£ his<fukh^in ChriT-* 
tianity^ It now appeared^ what pact o£ 
his converfation with the great could 
be remembered with delight..^ He la^ 
hted^ that being prefianr when the duke 
of Buckin^am talked profanely before 
king GharieS;^ hn faid to him, «* My 
^ lord, X am a great deal older than* 
** youti grace, and have,. Lbelieve, hear* 
** more arguments for atheifin than.eiRer 
^' your grace did ; but I hi^e lived long 
^ enough to fee tiiere is nothing ia^ 
« them, and fo, I hope,.youE grace. willJ^ 
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Wt died OAober 21^1687^ and was* 
Bdriedat Beconsfield^. with a monument 
ereded*by htsfon'a exeoutora) fdr whichx 
Rymer wroiCL the infcnption^ and which- 
I hope ifr now refcued from dilaptda- 
tian*- 

He l«ft foveral children By his^fecond 
wife;, of whom^. his daughter was mar- 
ried to Dr« Birch. Benjamin,,the elded: 
ibn>:Was difinherited^ and ientto New Jer- 
fey^ as wantii^ common underftanding»« 
Edmund^ the feoond fon^, inherited the' 
eilate>:. and reprefented Agpondefluuiu 
in parliament^. but at lafttumed-Quaker^ 
William, the thind.fon^.. was a merchant*: 
in London* Stephen^ the. fourth^^was an > 
eminent Dodfaar of Lawsy^and one of the ; 
Commiflioners for the Union. There, isj 

faid 
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faid to have been a fifth, of whoffl'Tio 
account has defcended. 

The charafter of Waller> both morar 
and intelleftual, has been drawn by Cla- 
rendon, to whom he was familiarly known, 
with nicety, which certainly none to 
whom he was not known canprefume 
to emulate. It is therefore inferted 
here, with fuch remarks as others have 
fupplled; after which, nothing re- 
mains but a critical examination of his 
poetry. 

** Edmund Waller," fays Clarendon, 
** was born to a very fair eftate, by the 
*^ parfimony, or frugality, of a wife fa- 
•* ther and mother : and he thought it 
*^ fo commendable an advantage, that 
** he refolved to improve it with his 
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"utmoftcarc, upon which in his na- 
" ture he was too much intent : and, in* 
** order to that, he was fo much re- 
^^ fcrved and retired, that he was fcarce 
*^ ever heard of, till by his addrefs and 
*' dexterity he had gotten a very rich 
** wife in the city, againft all the re- 
^^ commendation and countenance and 
*^ authority of the Court, which was 
** thoroughly engaged on the behalf of 
^^ Mr. Crofts ; and which ufed to be 
^^ fuccefsful in that age, againft any op- 
*^ pofition. He had the good fortune 
^* to have an alliance and friendlhip 
^^ with Dr. Morley, wh*>^had affifted 
'^ and inftrufted him in the reading 
** many good books, to which his na- 
<< tural parts and promptitude inclined 
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V hiiSj efpeclally the poet:9>t sutid' at the 
'^ age when other men ufed topvc over 
** writing verfes (for he wa* near thirty 
^ yearsj when he firfll engaged kinoliblf 
*^ in that exercife; at kaft^ that he was 
'* known to da ISo)^ he fUfipmibd the 
f * town with two or three pieces of that 
^ kind ; as if a tenth mufe had been 
*' newly faorn^ to cheriik drooping: 
^ poetry» Th« Dodw at thafi time 
*^ brought faim iitto that company, 
M which was mofi celebrated for goodi 
^ eonvcr£ition ;. where he was neceived 
^ and efteemedj, with great* applaufe 
** and refpe&C He war a vciy pBcafant 
^^ diicourfer^ in eameft and in jeflv- ^^ 
^^ therefore very grateful to aU kmd of 

^ eom- 
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*^ company^ where he was not the lefs 
*^ efieeioed for l)eing very ricb^ 

^ He had been ev^eflu nurfed in par* 
^' tiaments, whene he hx, wfeen he was 
•" very y^ouag ; and fo, whc« they were 
^^refumed ^gain {after a long inter* 
^ miffion), he appeared in thpie aflem* 
^' blie$ with gr^at advantage ; having 
'^* a graced}} w^y of fpeaking, and by 
^^ thinking muph on fevaral argunientnf 
^^ (which hif temper and coitiplexioii, 
*^ that had much of mdandiolic^ in# 
^* clined him to), he feemed often to 
^^fpeak upon the fiidden, when the 
''^ occafioB had only admiotilred the op- 
^^ portunity 4ii faying what he had tho* 
^< rov^hly confidered, which gave a great 
^* luftre to all he faid; which yet was 

^Irather 
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** rather of delight than 'weight. There 
** needs no more be fald to extol the 
" excellence and power 6f his wit, and 
" pleafantnefs'of his converlation, than I 
** that it was of jnagnityde enough to | 
** cover a world of very ^eat faults; [ 
y that is, fo to cover, thetn, that they | 
*^ were not taken notice of to his re- j 
y proach ; viz^. a uarrownfefs in his na- 
." ture to the Joweft.dfjgrjee:} an abjed- 
*^ nefs and .wa,(it of oourage to fupporc 
" hiin in .any. virtuous undertaking; an 
" infinuation and fervile flattery to the 
" height, the vaineft and moft impe- 
" rious nature could be contented with ; 
^' that itpr^fcrved and won his life from 
'* thofe, who weare moft xcfolved to tafcc 
" it ; and ii\ an occafion in which he 

** ought 
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*' oi:ight to have been ambidons to h^ve 
^' loft it ; and then preferved ha^7 .^- - , 
"from the. areproach and contempt, Uj«.: 
^^ was due. to.him, for.fo preferving it, 

' ^* and for vindicating it at fuch a price ; 
*^ that it had: power to^reiipncile him to 

• " thofe, whom Jie had moil offended 
" and prPYokcd ; and cphtinued to his 
" age with that. rare felicity, that his 

- « company was acceptable,' where his 
f'^ fpiritw^s. odious; and he was at leaft 
^^ pitied, where, he wgs moft dcteiled." 
Such: is 'the account of Cl$rendb»; 

*.Dn wbich* it may. not .be improper to 

. make fome remarks, 

".He'.wai very little rJwiown till he 
" had. obtaioed va rich .wife in the 
^^ city/' 

He 
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Jleobtained therich wife about theagt 
>^fthree-and-twent)c; an age before which 
;^ew men are confpicoous much to their 
radvantage. He was known, howcvet, 
.:in parliament and at ^court ; and, if ht^ 
ripent part erf Ihis time in privacy, it 
Hs not unreafonable to fuppofe that lie 
iiintended.the4n|provement^f1iiis mindas 
$well as of his fortune. 

That Clarendon ^might misgudge tiic 

motivccof ^is redrement is^he^more pro- 
^biible, 'becanife he dias ^dontly mif* 
«^aken the commencemratcof ills poetry^ 

which he fuppo&ft /htm Tuit vbhme at« 
; tempted before thirt)u Jls his firfipieces 

were perhaps iiot printed, t&e fiicce^ 
^ fion of hlscemp^rfitbns wasooc knowii; 

and CtarendoQ, who cannot be im^ndd 

r I ^ 
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tp bwe been very ftudiou$ ^f poetry, 
did not redify his firft opinion by con- 
fijjting Walkr'^ hook. 

iClsrtndpn ,ob£^ves^ th^ he was intjo- 
di^od ^to the wits of the age by Dr, 
Morky ; but the wxiter of his L^e re« 
ktes thtf he wais already anxmg them^ 
wheUf hearing a noUe in the ftreett, and 
eoqutriiig the caule, they found a fon 
^f ficn ^QD&n wider 9n grreft. This 
was Morley, whom Wafler fct free at 
the expence of one hvmdred poinds, 
took him mto tJbe Qf^ux^y as dif edk^r of 
3iis ftudies, aod l&ejn jgrocpred him ad* 
stiTi£Befnkoxo the conapimy of the friends 
49f Ifteratune. Of ^s faift^ Clarendon 
had a nearer knowledge than the bio- 
g grapher. 
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graphcr, and is therefore more to be 
credited. 

The account of Waller's parlijamen- 
tary eloquence is feconded by Burnet^ 
who, though he calls him *' the delight 
" of the houfe," adds, that >^ he was 
** only concerned to fay that, which 
*^ Ihould make him be applauded, he 
** never laid the bufinefs of thchoufe to 
*^ heart, being a vain and empty though 
'* a witty man." 

Of his infinuation and flattery it is 
not unreafonable to believe that the 
truth is told. Af^ham, in his elegant 
defcription of thofe whom in modern lan- 
guage we term Wits, fays, that they are 
open flatterers^ and privy mockers. Waller 
. . Ihewed 
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fitewed a little of both^ when^ upon fight 
of die dutchefs of Newcaftle's verfes 
on the death of a Stag, he declared that 
he would give all his own compofitions 
to have written them; and being 
charged with the exorbitance of his 
adulation, anfwered, that " nothing was 
" too much to be given, that a lady 
" might be faved from the di{grace of 
*^ fuch a vile performance/' This how- 
ever was no very mifchievous or very 
junufual deviation from truth : had his 
hypocrify been confined to fuch tranf- 
adtions, he might have been forgiven, 
though not praifed ; for who forbears to 
flatter an author or a lady ? 

Of the laxity of his political princi- 
ples, and theweaknefsof his refolution. 
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lie expctieirccd the natural effcft, by 
lofing the cftecm x>f every part:}\ From 
CromweH he had only his recaH ; 
and from Charles the Second, who dc- 
lighted in his company, he obtained 
only the pardon df his relation Hamp- 
den, and the fafetyof Hampden's fon. 

As far as conjedhire can be made 
from the whole of his writing, and his 
conduft, he was habitually and delibe- 
rately a friend to monarchy. His de- 
viation towards democracy proceeded 
from his conne&ion with Hampden, 
for wh6fe fate he pTofecuted Craw- 
ley with great tittcmefs ; and the in- 
ventive which he pronounced on that 
occafion was fo popular, that twenty 
thoufand copies are faid hy his bio- 
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grapher to have been foM in one 
day. 

It is confeffed that his faults ftill loft 
him many friends, at leaft many com- 
panions. His convivial pow^ of pkafing 
is univerlally acknowledged; but thpfe 
who converfed with him intimately, 
found him not only paffionate, efpecial- 
ly in his old age, but refentful ; fo that 
the interpofitjon of friends was fome- 
times neceflfery. 

His wit and his poetry naturally con- 
nected him with the polite writers of 
his time : he was joined with lord Buck- 
hurft in the tranflation of Corneille's 
Pompey ; and is faid to have added his 
help to that of Cowley in the original 
draught of the Rehearfal. 

g 3 The 
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The care of his fortune, which Cla- 
rendon imputes to him in a degree lit- 
tle lefs than criminal, was either not 
conftant or not fuccefsful; for, having 
inherited a patrimony of three thoufand 
five hundred a year in the time of James 
the Firfl, and augmented it at leaft by 
one wealthy marriage, he left, about the 
time of the Revolution, an income of 
not more than twelve or thirteen hun- 
dred; which, when the different value 
of money is reckoned, will be found 
perhaps not more than a fourth part of 
what he once pofTefled. 

Of this diminution, part was the con- 
fequence of the gifts which he was 
forced to fcatter, and the fine which he 
was condemned to pay at the deteftion 
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of his plot; and if his eftate, as is re- 
lated in his Life, was fequeftered, he 
had probably contra&ed debts when he 
lived, in exile ; • for we are told that at 
Paris he lived in fplendor,, and was the 
only Englilhman except the lord St. Al- 
bans that kept a table. 

His unlucky plot compelled him to 
fell a thoufand a year; of the wafle of 
the reft there, is no account, except that 
he is confefled by his biographer to 
have been a bad economift, He.feems 
to have deviated from the common 
pradice ; to have been a hoarder in his 
firft years, and a fquanderer in his -laft. 

Of his courfc of ftudics, or choice of 

books, nothing is known more than, that 

he profefled himfelf unable to read 

g 4 Chap- 
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Chapman's tranfiaticm of Homer with- 
out rapture. His. opinion concemu^ 
the duty rf a poet is contained in his de- 
claration, that ** he would blot from his 
** works any line that did not ccmtain 
" fome motive to virtue^** 

np HE charafters, hy which WaHer in- 
tended to diftinguifh his writings, 
are fpritelinefs and dignity : in his fmaller 
pieces he endeavours to be gay j. in the 
larger, to be great. Of his airy and 
light produftions, the chief jfburce is 
gallantry, that attentive reverence of 
female excellence, which- has dcfcended. 
to us from the Gqthic ages.. As his 
poems are commonly occafional, and 
1.:. -J^irefles perfonal, he was not fo 
6 , libc- 
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liberally applied with grand as with foft 
images; for beaaty is more eafily found 
th^n m^Miimity*^ 

The delicacy^ which- he cultivated,, 
reffaraiAs him to a certain nicety and 
eaution, evefn when he writes upon the 
flighteil matter.^ He has therefore in 
his whote^ vdiume nothing burlefque,. 
and feldom any thing ludicrous or fami- 
liar*. He feems always to do his beft;; 
though his fubjefts are often unworthy 
of his care* It is no( eafy to think 
without fome contempt oH: an author,^ 
who is glowing illuftrioufr in his own2 
opinion by verfes, at one time, " To a 
^* Lady, who can: do any thing, but 
" fleep, when flic pleafes/* At anothei', . 
♦* To a Lady^ who can ficep, when flic 

■^leafr ''^ 
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** pleafes^*' Now, ** To a Lady, on her 
** paffing through a crowd of people*" 
Then, *^ On a braid of divers colours 
** woven by four fair Ladies :" ^^ On a 
** tree cut in paper :" or, *^ To a Lady, 
** from whom he received the copy of 
" verfes on the paper-tree, which for 
** many years had been miffing/*^ 

Genius now and then produces a 
lucky trifle. We ftill read the Dove of 
Anacreon, and Sparrow of Catullus ; 
and a writer naturally pleafes himfelf 
with a performance, which owes nothing 
to the fubjedt. But compofitions mere- 
ly pretty have the fate of other pretty 
things, and are quitted in time for 
fomething ufeful : they are flowers fra- 
grant and fair, but of flidrt duration ; 

r- T or 
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or they are bloflbms to be valued only 
as they foretell fruits. 

Among Waller's little poems are fome, 
which their excellency ought to fecure 
from oblivion; sls, To Amorsf, compznn^ 
the different modes of regard with 
which he looks on her and Sacharijfa ; 
ctnd the verfes On Love^ that begin, An^ 
ger in hajly Words or Blows. 

In others he is not equally fuccefs- 
fill ; fometimes his thoughts are dcfi* 
cient, and fometimes his expreffion. 

The numbers are not always mufical; 

FairVenus, inthyfoftarms 
The god of rage confine ; 

For thy whifpers are the charms 
Which only can divert his fierce 

Wha 
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What tho' he frown, aad to tumult 
do incline ; 

Thou the jGbme 
Kindled in his breaftcanfi: tame. 
With that fnow which unmelted lies 
on thine. 
He feldom indeed fetches an amorous 
fentiment from the depths of fcience; 
his thoughts are for the moft part eafi- 
\y underftood, and his images fucb as 
the fuperficies of nature readily fup- 
plies; he has a juft claim to popu- 
larity, becaufe be writes to conunon de- 
grees of knowledge, and is free at leaft 
from phik>fophical pedantry, unlefs per- 
haps the end of a fong fo the Sun may 
be excepted, in which he is too much a 
Cop^rnican. To which may be added, 
the fimile of the Palm m the verfes 
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en her pajjing through a cr^tmrdi and % 
line am a taoore (feiious poem on die i?^- 
Jioration, about vipers and treacie, which 
ican QfoXj be underibxMi by tfaofc who 
Jiappen to dciiiow daie compofidon of the 

His thoughts are fomfiCknes iyper- 
iioliod, ani -hiis iftxa^s nmoatural: 

The plants leAankt^ 

Mb le& lAaxi dmofe of old did Orpheus' 

lyre; 
If ihe & dloTm^ with top^ ali towards 

her bcmv'd ; 
They round aboi»t her into arbours 

crowd : 
Qr if flie walks, ia even ranks they 

ftand, 
Like fome well-marlhal'd and obfe- 

4juious band. ^ t 
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In another place i 

While in the park I fing, the liftening 

deer 
Attend my paffion^ and forget to fear: 
When to the beeches I report my flame. 
They bow their heads, as if they felt 

the fame: 
To gods appealing^^when I reach their 

bowers, 
With loud complaints they anfwer me 

in ihowers. 
To thee a wild and cruel fcMil is gixen. 
More deaf than trees, and prouder 

than the heaven 1 

On the head of a Stag : 

O fertile head! which every year 
Could fuch a crop of wonder bear ! 

The 
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The teeming earth did never Bring 
So foon, fo hard, fo huge a thing : 
Which might it never have been caft. 
Each year's growth added tothe laft, 
Thefe lofty branches had fupply'd 
The Earth's bold, fons prodigious 

pride : . , . 

Heaven with thefe engines had been 

fcard. 
When mountains heap'd on: mountains 

failed. 

Sometimes, having fucceeded in the 
firft part, he ipakes a feeble conclufion. 
In the;fong of " Sacharifla^s and Arao- 
** ret's Friendfliip,'* the two laft ftanzas 
ought to have b(sca omitted* 

His 
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Hb images of gpllwtr y jftr< fm al- 
ways in the higheft d^ee ^Ikate. 

Then^fti^inylov^this doulitadifplace^ 
And gain (u<& trufi^ tbatltx^ay^come 
.And luanquet fGnaetunefi on diyface, 
But m^ce ^jny ^conftant jueais at 
home« 
'ISomc applications may be thou^ too 
sremote and unconfequential.; as in the 
lyeifes on the Lady dancivg? 

The fun in figures fudh as thefe, 
Joys with the naoon to pl»y: 

To the fweetflrains tiicy advance, 
'Which do refult frotn itheir cm 

fpheres.; 

As this nymph^s daooc 

JMoves with the .numbers which flic 

hears. 

^ . Some- 
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Sometimes a .thou^^t, which might 

perhaps fill sl diftich, is expanded and 

attenuated, till it grovra weak and al- 

moft evanefcent, 

Chloris ! fince firft our cahn of peace 
Was frighted hence, this good we 
find, 
Your favours with your fears increafe, 
And growmg mifchiefs make you 
kind. 
So the fair tree, which ftiil.preferves 
Her fruit, and Hate, while no wind 
blows. 
In ftorms from that uprightnefs fwerves ; 
And the glad earth about her ftrows 
With treafure from her yielding 
boughs. 

h His 
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His images are not always diftmdt; 
as, in the following paffage, he con- 
founds Love as a perfon with lovt as a 
paffion ; 

Some other nymphs, with colours faint. 
And pencil flow, may Cupid paint. 
And a weak heart in time deflroy ; 
She has a ftamp, and prints the Boy ; 
Can, with a fingle look, inflame 
The coldeft breafl, the rudeft tame. 

His fallies of cafual flattery are fome- 
times elegant and happy, as that in re^ 
turn for the Silver Pen ; and fometimes 
empty and trifling, as that upon the Card 
torn by the ^een. There are a few lines 
written in the Duichejs^s Taffby which he 
is faid by Fenton to have kept a fum- 
3 mcr 
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mer under correftion. It happened to 
Waller, as to others, that his fuccefs was 
not always in proportion to his labour. 

Of thefe petty compofitions, neither 
the beauties nor the faults deferve much 
attention. The amorous verfes have 
this to recommend them, that they arc 
lels hyperbolical than thofe of fomc 
other poets. Waller is not always at 
the laft gafp ; he doe§ not die of a 
frown, nor live upon a fmile. There 
is however too much love, and too 
many trifles. Little things are made too 
important ; and the Empire of Beauty is 
reprefented as exerting its influence fur- 
ther than can be allowed by the multi- 
plicity of human paflions, and the va- 
riety of human wants. Such books there- 
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fore may be confidered as Ihewing the 
world under a falfe appearance, and fo 
far as they obtain credit from the young 
tnd unexperienced, as mifleading ex- 
pe&ation, and mifguiding pra6tice. 

Of his * nobler and more weighty 
performances, the greater part is pa- 
negyrical; for of praife he was very 
laviih, as is obferved by his imitator, 
Lord Lanfdown : 



No fatyr ftalks within the hallow'd 

ground, • 
But queens and heroines, kings and 

gods abound ; 
Glory and arms and love are all the 

found. 

In 
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In the firft poem, on the danger of 
the Prince on the coaft of Spain, there 
is a puerile and ridiculous mention of 
Arion at the beginning ; and the laft pa- 
ragraph, on the Cable f is in part ridicu- 
looifly mean, and in part ridiculoufly 
tumid. The poem, however, is fuch as 
may be juftly praifed, without much al- 

lowance for the ftate of our poetry and 

o 
language at that time. 

The two next poems are upon the 
King's behaviour at the death of Buck- 
ingham, and upon his Navy* 

He has, in the firft, ufed the pagan 
deities with great propriety : 
Twas want of fuch a precedent as this 
Made the old heathen frame tiieir gods 
amifs. 
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In the poem on the Navy, thofe lines 
are very noble, which fuppofe the King's 
power fecure againfl: a fecond Deluge ; 
fo noble, that it were almoft criminal 
to remark the miftake 6f centre for Jur^ 
face^ or to fay that the empire of the 
fea would be worth little if it were not 
that the waters terminate in land. 

The poem upon Sallee has forcible 
fentiments ; but the conclufion is feeble. 
That on the Repairs of St. Paul's has 
fomething vulgar and obvious ; fuch as 
the mention of Amphion; and fome* 
thing violent and harih, as 

So all our minds with his confpire to 

grace 
The Gentiles' great apoftle, and de- 

r 

Thofc 
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Thofe ftate-obfcuring Iheds, that like 

a chain 
SeemM to confine, and fetter him 

again : 
Which the glad faint Ihakes off at his 

command. 
As once the viper from his facred hand. 
So joys the aged oak, when we divide 
The creeping ivy from his injur'd fide* 

Of the two laft couplets, the firfl: is ex- 
travagant, and the fecond mean. 

His praife of the Queen is too much 
exaggerated ; and the thought, that fhe 
^^ faves lovers, by cutting off hope, as 
*^ gangrenes are cured by lopping the 
*^ limb," prefents nothing to the mind 
but difguft and horror. 

h4 Of 
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(X the Battle of tbs Summer Ifiandsy 
it feems not eafy to fay whether it is in- 
tended. ti> raife terror ©r merriment. 
The beginning is too fplendid for jeft, 
and the conchifion too Itght for feriouf^ 
nefs. The verfification i$ ftudied^ the 
fcenes are diligently difplayed, and the 
images artfully amplified ; but as it ends 
neither in joy nor forrow, it will fcarcely 
be read a fecond time. 

The Fanegyrick upon Cromwell has 
obtained from the public a very liberal 
dividend of praife, which however can- 
not be faid to have been unjuftly la- 
vilhed ; for fuch a ferics of verfes had 
rarely appeared before in the Englifh 
language. Of the lines feme are grand, 
r^.,.-. "re graceful, and all are mufical. 

There 
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There b nowc and then a' feeble vcrfe, 
or a trifling thought ; but its great faulr 
is the choice of ifis.hcro* 

The poem of The War with Spain be- 
gins with Imes more vigorous and 
ftriking than Waller is accuftomed to 
produce. The fucceeding parts are va- 
riegated with better paflages and worfe- 
There is fomething too far-fetched in 
the comparifon of the Spaniards draw- 
ing the Englifli on, by faluting St. Lu- 
car with cannon, 1o Iambs awakenmg 
the lion by bleating. The fate of the 
Marquis and his Lady, who were burnt 
in their Ihip, would have moved more, 
had the poet not made him die like the 
Phcenix, becaufe he had fplccs about 
him, nor expreffed their affcdtion and' 

r- the*'*' 
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their end by a conceit at once falfe and 
vulgar: 

Alive, in equal flames of love they 
bum'd. 

And now together are to alhes tum'd* 

The verfes to Charles, on his Return, 
were doubtlefs intended to counterba- 
lance the panegyric on Cromwel. If it 
has been thought inferior to that with 
which it is naturally compared, the 
caufe of its deficience has been already 
remarked. 

The remaining pieces it is not necef- 
fary to examine fingly. They mufl be 
fuppofed to have faults and beauties of 
the fame kind with the reft. The Sa- 
cred Poems, however, deferve particular 

regard ; 
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regard; they were the work of Waller's 
declining life, of thofe hours in which 
he looked upon the fame and the folly 
of the time paft with the fentiments 
which his great predeceffor Petrarch 
bequeathed to pofterity, upon his review 
of that love and poetry which have, given 
him immortality. 

That natural jealoufy which makes 
every man unwilling to allow much 
excellence in another, always produces 
a difpofition to believe that the mind 
grows old with the body ; and that he, 
whom we are now forced to confefs fupe- 
rior, is haftening daily to a level with 
ourfelves. By delighting to think this 
of the living, we learn to think it of 
the dead; and Fenton, with all his 
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kmdncfs few Waller, ha» the luck to 
mark the cxadt time when his ge- 
nius paffed the zenith, which he 
places at his fifty-fifth year. This is 
to allot the mind but a fmall portion^ 
Intellectual decay is doubtlefs not un- 
common ; but it feems not to be uni- 
verfal. Newton was in his eighty-fifth 
year improving his Chronolog}^, a few 
days before his death ; and Waller ap- 
pears not, in my opinion, to have loft 
at eighty-two #ny part of his poetical 
powers. 

His Sacred Poems do riot pleafe like 
fome of his other works; but before 
the fatal fifty-five, had he written on the 
fame fubjcits, his fuccefs would hardly 

]iqvp herxi better. 

It 
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It has been the frequent lamentation 
of good men, thut vcrfe has been too 
Jittlc applied tQ the ptrrpofes of wor- 
fliip, and many attempts have been 
made to aoimate devotion by pious 
poetry ; that they have very feldom at- 
tained their <end is fiifficientiy known, 
and it may not be improper to enquire 
why they have mifcarried* 

Let no pious ear be offended if I ad- 
vance, in oppofition to many author!^ 
ties, thatipoetixial devotion cannot often 
plcafe. The doftrincs of religion may 
indeed be defended in a dida&ick poem ; 
and be who has the happy power of ar- 
guing in verfe, will not lofe it becaufe 
his fubjed is facred. A poet may de- 
fcribe the beauty and the grandeur of 

Natuf^ 
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Nature, the flowers of the Spring, and 
the harvefts of Autumn, the viciffitudes 
jof the Tide, and the revolutions of the 
Sky, and praife the Maker for his 
works in lines which no reader fliall lay 
-afide. The fubjeA of the di(putation is 
.not piety, but the motives to piety ; that 
of the defcription is not God, but the 
works of God. 

Contemplative piety, or the inter- 
xrourfc between God and the human 
foul, cannot be poeticaL Man admit- 
ted to implore the mercy of his Creator, 
and plead the merits of his Redeemer, is 
already in a higher flate than poetry can 
confer. 

The eflence of poetry is invention; 
fuch invention as, by producing ibme- 
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thing unexpected, furprifes and delights. 
The topicks of devotion are few, and 
being few are univerfally known ; but 
few as they are, they can be made no 
more; the jr can receive no grace from no- 
velty of fentiment, and very little from 
novelty of expreflion. 

Poetry pleafes by exhibiting an idea 
more grateful to the mind than things 
themfeives afford. This effedfc proceeds 
from the difplay of thofe parts of na- 
ture which attradt, and the conceal- - 
ment of thofe which repel the imagi- 
nation : but religion muft be Ihewn as 
it is; fuppreffion and addition equally 
corrupt it; and fuch as it is, it is known 
already. 

From 
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From ppetry the xeadqr jufHy ex- 
perts, atnd from good pcctsry always ob- 
tains, th^ eoiargemcnDit of bis compre- 
henlion and elevation of his £ancy ; but 
this is rarely to ht kopod by Chrif- 
tians from metrical dscmtion. Wiiatevcr 
is great, defireable, or trcmcndaus, is 
comprifed in tthe name of the Supreme 
Being. Omiaipotence cannot >be exaited; 
infinity cannot be.amplxfied; Perfedtion 
cannot be improved* 

The employments of pious medita- 
4ionare F^ith, Thadofgiving,'Rjepentance, 
jmd Sup)>Ji£atioa. Fakti, insrariaidy ouii- 
form, jcannot be imneikd by fancy with 
decorations,.' Tha&kfgiyaBg, the msA 
joyful of all holy efFufions, yet addccfled 
to a Being without paffions, is confined 
5 to 
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-to a few modes^ and is to be felt rather 
than expreffed^ Repentance, trembling 
in the prefence of the Judge, is not at 
leifure for cadences and epithets. Sup- 
plication of man to man may difFufe it- 
felf through many topicks of perfualion ; 
but fupplication to God can only cry for 
nierc}^* 

Of fentiments purely religious, it will 
be found that the mod fimple expreffion 
is the moft fubiime. Poetry lofes its 
luftre and its power, bccaufe it is ap- 
plied to the decoration of fomething 
more excellent than itfelf. All that 
vcrfe can do is to help the memory, 
and delight the ear, and for thefe pur- 
pofes it maybe very ufeful ; but it fupplics 
nothing to the mind. The ideas of Chrif- 
i • r- T tian 
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tian Theology are too fimple for elo- 
quence, too facred for fidtion, and too 
majeftick for ornament ; to recommend 
them by tropes and figures, is to mag- 
nify by a concave mirror the fidereal 
hemifphere. 

As much of Waller's reputation was 
owed to the foftnefs and fmoothnefs of 
his Numbers; it is proper to confider 
thofe minute particulars to which a 
verfifyer muft attend. 

He certainly very much excelled in 
fmoothnefs moft of the writers who 
were living when his poetry commenced. 
The poets of Elizabeth had attained an 
art of modulation, which was afterwards 
negledted or forgotten, x Fairfax was ac- 
knowledged by him as his model ; and 

r . ^' 
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he might have ftudied with advantage 
the poem of Davies, which, though, 
merely philofophical, yet feldom leaves 
the^ car ungratified. 

But he was rather fmooth than ftrong; 
of the full refounding linSj which Pope 
attributes to Dryden, he has given very 
few examples* The critical decifioa 
has given the praife of ftrength to 
Denham, and of fweetnefs to Waller. 

His excellence of verfification has 
fome abatements. He ufes the exple- 
tive do very frequently ; and though he 
ufed to fee it almofl univerfally ejed:ed, 
. was not more careful to avoid it in his 
laft compofitions than in his firft, Praife 
had given him confidence ; and finding 
the world fatisfied, he fatisfied himfelf. 
i 2 His 
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His rhymes are fometimes weak 
words : Jo is found to make the rhyme 
twice in ten lines, and occurs ofteh- 
as a rhyme through- his book, 
^ His double rhymes, in heroick vcf fe, 
have been cenfured by Mrs. Phillips, 
who was his rivd in the tranflation of 
Corneille*s Pompey; and more faults 
might be found, were not the enquiry 
below attention. 

He fornetimcs ufes the obfolcte tci- 
mination of verbs, as waxeth, aj[f€6leth% 
and fometimes retains the final fyllable 
of the preterite, as amazed^ fuppofedi of 
which I know not whether it is not to 
the detriment of our language that we 
' have totally rejcdted them* 



r T Of 
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Of triplets he is fparing ; but he did 
not wholly forbear them : of ao Alexan* 
drine he has given no example* 

The general charader of his poetry 
IS ekgance and gaiety* He is never 
pathetick, and very rarely fublimc. He 
feems neither to have had a mind much 
elevated by nature, nor amplified by 
•l^rning. His thoughts are fuch as a 
liberal converfation and large acquain- 
tance with life would eafily fupply. 
They had however, then perhaps, that 
grace of novelty, which they are now 
often fuppofed to want by thofe who, 
having already found them in later books^ 
.do not know or enquire who produced 
them firft. This treatment is unjuft, 
i 3 Let 
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Let not the original author lofeby liis 
imitators. 

Praife however fliould be due before 
it is given. The author of Waller's 
Life afcribes to him the firft pradice, of 
what ErythrsBUs and fome late critics 
call Alliteration, of ufing in the fame 
verfe many words beginning with the 
fame letter. But this knacky whatever 
"be its value, was fo frequent among our 
early writers, that Gafcoign, a writer 
of the fixteenth century, warns the 
young poet againft afFedting it ; and 
Shakefpeare in the Mtdfummer Nigbt*s 
Dream is fuppofed to ridicule it. 

He borrows too many of his fenti- 
ments and ilhiftrations from the old My- 
thology, for which it is vain to plead 
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the example of the ancient poets : the 
deities which they introduced fo fre- 
quently, were confidered as realities, ft> 
far as 60 be received by the imagination,* 
whatever fober reafon might even then 
determine. But of thefe images time 
has tarnilhed the fplendor. A fidtion, 
not only dcteded but defpifed, can 
never afford a folid bafis to any pofi- 
tion, though fometimes it may furniih 
a tranfient allufion, or flight illuflration* 
No modern monarch can be much ex- 
alted by hearing that, as Hercules had 
had his club^ he has his navy. 

But of the praife of Waller, though 
much may be taken away, much will re- 
main; for it cannot be denied that he add- 
ed fomething to our elegance of didioq, 

i 4 r- T ^^^ 
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and fomething to our propriety of 
thought; and to him may be ap|4ied 
whatTaflb faid, with equal fpkit and 
juftice^ of himfelf and Guarini, when^ 
having perufed the Pajior Ftdo, he cried 
out, " If he had noc read Amintaj. he 
** had not excelled it.'* 






AS Walkr profeffed himfclf to have 
learned the art of verfificatioii from 
Fairfax, it has been thought proper to 
fubjoln a fpecimen of his work, which, 
after Mr. Hoole's tranflation, will per- 
haps not be foon reprinted. By know- 
ing the Hate in which Walkr found our 

poetry, 
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poetry, the reader may judge how much 
he improved it. 



Erminlaes fleed (this while) his miftreflc bore 
Through forrefts thicke amoog the fhadie treeae,. 
Her feeble haodt.the bridle raiaes forlore, 
Halfe ifl a fwoime Ihe was for fcare T weenc ; 
But her flit courferfpared acre the morcy 
To bcare her thi?ou|jh the defart woods imfeene 
Of her ftrong foes^ that chas'd her through the 
plaine, 
' And flill purfuM, but Itill piirfu'd m vaine. 

2, 

Like 98 the^^earie houads at lafl retire, 
Windleile, ^pkafed^ from the fruitleiTe chace^ 
When the flic beaft Tapilht ia buflx and brire^, 
No art nor paines caa rowfc Ot^t of his place : 
The Chriilian kiugbts h full of fl^nie and ire 
Returned backe, with faint and wearip pace ; 

Yet flill the fearefullDame fled, fwift as winde^ 
^ Nor cuer flaid, nor euer ioakt behinde. 
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3- 

Through thicke and thinrie, all night, all day, 

fhe driued, 
Withouten comfort, companie or guide. 

Her plaints and teares with eueiy thought rc- 

uiued. 
She heard and faw her greefes, but nought be fide • 
But when the funne his burning chariot diued 
In Thetis waue, and wearie teame vntide, 
On Iqrdans fandie banks her courfe ihe ibid. 
At lail, there downe (he light, and downe ihe 
laid. 

4- 
Her tcarea, her drinke ; Yitr food, her forrowings, 
This was her diet that vnhappie night : 
But fleepe (that fweet nepofe and quiet brings) 
To eafe the greefes of difcontented wight, 
Spred foorth his tender, foft, and nimble wings^ 
In his dull armes foulding the virgin bright ; 
And loue, his mother, and the graces kept 
Strong watch and warde, while this faire Ladie 
llept. 

^ 

•^ - '-Vds awakte her with their itiorning fong, 
irbling mufickc pearft her tender eare, 
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The murmuring "brookcs and whiflling windes 

among 
.The ratling boughcs, and leaues, their parts did 

beare ; 
Her eies vnclo8*d beheld the groues along 
Of fwaines and fhepherd groomes, that dwellings 
yjesLTt ; : .. 
And that fweet noife, birds, winds, and waters 

ient, 
Frouokte again e the virgin to lament. 
6. 
Her plaints were interrupted with a found, 
That feem'd from thickeft bufhes to proceed, 
Some iolly fiiepherd fung a luftie round, 
And to his voice had tun'd his oaten reed ; 
Thither (he went, an old man there Ihe found, 
(At whofe right hand his little flocke did feed) 
Sat making bafkets, his three fonnes among,. 
That learn'd their fathers art, and learn'd hu 
fong. 

7- 
Beholding one in fhining armes appeare 
The feelie man and his were fore difmaid ; 
But fweet Erminta comforted their feare. 
Her ventall vp, her vifage open laid, >t 
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You bsfpic folke, of hcau'n bdoued deare, 
Worke on (quoth fhe) vpon your harmleile traid, 
Thcfc dreadfuli afmes I beare no warfare bring 
To your fweet toile, nor thofe fweet tunes you 
fing. 

8. 
But father, fince this land, thefe tonrnes and 

towres, 
Deftroicd are with fvrord, with fire aqd fpoile. 
How may it be unhurt, that you and yours 
In fafetic thus, applie your harmleiTe toile ? 
My fonne (quoth he) this poore eftate of ours 
Is,cucr fafe from florme of warhke broile ; 
This wilderoefle doth vs in fafetie kcepe. 
No thundiing drum, no trumpet breakes our 
ileepe. 

9- 
Haply inSt hcau'os defence and ilneid of right, 
• Doth loue the innocence of iimple fwaines. 
The thunderbolts on higheft mountaines light, 
And feld or neuer ftrike the lower plaines ; 
So kings haue caufe to fcare BcL'onaes might. 
Not thcywhofcfweat a nd toile their dinner gaincs. 

Nor 
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Nor ever greedie foldier was cntifed 
By pouertie, negle£led and defpifed* 

lO. 

O pouertie, chefe of the heau'nly brood, 
Dearer to me than wealth or kingly crowne ! 
No wifli for honour, thirft of others good, 
Can moue my hart, contented with mine owner 
We quench our thirft with water of this flood, 
Nor feare we poifon fhould therein be throwne; 
Thefe little flocks of fhcepe and tender goates 
Giue milke for food, and wool! to make us 
coates. 

V II. 

We little wifli, we need but little wealth, 
From cold and hunger vs to cloath and feed ; 
Thefe are my fonnes, their care preferues from 

ftealth 

Their fathers flocks, nor feruant* moe I need : 

Amid thefe groues I walke oft for my health. 

And to the flfhes, birds and beaflies giuc heed, 

How they are fed, in forreft, fpring and lake. 

And their contentment for enfample take. 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



126 WALLS R. 

IS. 

Time was (for each one hath his doting time) 
Thefe filucr locks were golden treifes than) 
That countrie life I hated as a crime. 
And from the forrefts fweet contentment ran. 
To Memphis ftately pallace would I clime. 
And there became the mightie Caliphes man, 
And though I but a fimple gardner weare. 
Yet could I marke abufes, fee and heare, 

Entifed on with hope of future gaine, 
I fuffred long what did my foule difpleafe ; 
But when my youth wa$ ipent, my hope was vaine, 
I felt my natiue ftrength at laft decreafe ; 
I gan my lofle of luftie yeeres complaine. 
And wiftit I had enioy'd the countries peace ; 
I bod the court farewdl, and with content 
Hy later age here haue I quiet fpent, 

14. 
While thus he fpake, Ermtnla hufiit and flill 
His wife difcourfes heard, with great attention. 
His fpeeches graue thofe idle fancies kill. 
Which in her troubled foule bred fuch diflention ; 

After 
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After much thought reformed was her will, 
Within thofe woods to dwell was her intention. 
Till fortune lliould occaiion new afford, 
To turne her home to her defired Lord* 

She faid therefore, O fliepherd fortunate ! 

That troubles fome didft whilom feele and prouc. 

Yet liueft now in this contented ftate, 

Let my milhap thy thoughts to pitie moue, 

To entertaine me as a willing mate 

In fliepherds life, which I admire and loue ; 

Within thefe pleafant groves perchance my 
hart, 

Of her difcomforts, mayvnload fomepart. 

i6. 
If gold or wealth of moil efteemed deare, 
If iewels rich, thou diddeft hold in prife. 
Such flore thereof, fuch plentie hauelfeen. 
As to a greedie minde might well fuffice : 
With that downe trickled many a filuer teare. 
Two chriftall ftreames fell from her watrieeies; 
Part of her fad misfortunes than flie told. 
And wept, and with her wept that fliepherd old, 

!;• 
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17. ^ 

tWith fpceches kinde, he gan the virgin deare 
Towards his cottage gently home to guide ; 
His aged wife there made her homely cheare, 
Yet welcomde her, and plaft her by her fide. 
The Princefle dond a poore paftoraes geare, 
. A kerchiefe courfe vpon her head (lie tide ; 
Eiit yet her geftures and her lookes (I geffe) 
Were fuch, as ill befeem'd a fhepherdefle. 
iS. 
Not thofe rude garments could obfcure, and hide, 
\ The hcau'nly beaut ie of her angels face, 
Nor was her princely ofspring damnifide, 
Ox ought difparag'de, by thofe labours bace; 
Her little flocks to pafture would flie guide, 
And milke her goates, and in their folds them 
place, 
Both cheefe and butter could llie make, and 

frame ., - / 
Her felfe to pleafe the fliepherd and his dame* 




it 
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